  

Textual Analysis



Textual and Critical Analysis (1,000 words each). 

25%


Write a detailed textual and literary analysis of  ONE  biblical passage, paying particular attention to the historical, religious and literary contexts from which the passage has been taken:


1. Genesis 22
1. Genesis 27


(Another passage may be chosen in agreement with the tutor)


CRITERIA

· Choice of the passages are very important.  Choose a passage that, while it has some challenging aspects, is not textually corrupt.  It should be around 20 verses or so....but this is very flexible ....a natural unit is a good idea. Consult a biblical commentary before choosing your passage. You may take one that I have suggested or choose your own.

· Contextualise the passage within its literary context.  What does the episode contribute to its context?  Does it fit in well?  Has it been inserted into its present literary context at a later date, disrupting the flow of the narrative? If so, what may have been the passage’s original context and message?  Has it been given a new meaning by inserting it into its present context?

· What are the significant issues in your passage?  Are they literary? Are they theological?  Why are they significant?   How have scholars resolved them? (If it is a particular textual difficulty, or if the verse contains an ambiguity or contradiction, you may find that a journal article has dealt specially with this issue).

· Are there any unacceptable ethical issues here?

· What image of God is presented (and does it contradict with images of God elsewhere)?

· Does another English translation (e.g. New English Bible) of the verse deal better with the issue?  (including the Septuagint or the Vulgate?) Does the problem revolve around the way the Hebrew word has been translated?

· Does your passage have a discernible purpose?  Does it seek to explain a legend, a person’s name, a place name (aetiological)?  Does it seek to persuade the reader of a particular point of view (rhetorical)? 

· Can we deduce from the passage what particular historical or social context or what audience the passage is addressing?

· Are there any obvious intertextual links?

NOTE:  the word count is very limited.....how you have used effectively the number of words will be taken into account when marking.  Any irrelevant or unfocussed comments will be penalised.  Footnotes to commentaries and journals will, of course, be expected and evidence that you have engaged with some of the solutions scholars have proposed. 




