



In this I will discuss key ethical challenges that the police may face.  (College of policing 2023) implies that ethics is making sure officers respect the departments key principles and make a effort to act morally in all circumstances, and ensure the community has trust in them. 

A key ethical challenge the police could face is bias. According to (College of policing 2023) bias can occur when officers must create sudden judgements in unclear circumstances which could unintentionally cause unfairness to specific of people. When police officers have got to make a judgement quickly, they could show bias towards some individuals as they could fit into the stereotype of a criminal which can lead to the police showing bias due to the stereotypes of how people believe a criminal would look. 
According to Lorie, et al the police could base their choices upon the individual’s ethnicity as well as the community, the type of car they are driving and the individuals gender book. The police can show bias to people from multiple factors on how they look and their status of wealth which then can lead to people feeling they are targeted by the policing because of who they are as a person. According to the (BBC 2022) a young black was approached by a police officer in a community known for crime due to the scent of weed. Camera footage captured the youngster being assaulted by the police officer; the police officer was convicted of assault although no illegal substances was discovered. This implies that the officer could have showed bias towards the young male as he was black as there were no substances on him and that he abused his power. 
The (GOV.UK 2021) shows us that “There were 54 stop and searches for every 1,000 Black people compared with 6 stop and searches for every 1,000 White people”.  This indicates that black people are more likely to get searched by the police than white people which shows bias which can make black people feel targeted by the police. 
Another key ethical challenge that the police could face is abuse of powers. According to Barkemeyer, C (2023) some law enforcement officers misuse their authority for personal gain. They can do this by using too much force, deactivating body footage and carry out searches without a warrant. Some officers could abuse their powers as they like to be in control of people, and it makes them feel better knowing they have more powers than the public.
Human rights watch (1998) implies that police abuse their powers by using inappropriate use of power which includes unnecessary violence, violent attacks and harsh treatments. These factors show us that they can abuse their powers which can also include racist discrimination and human rights.  The (Dodd, V and Siddique, H, 2021) shows that according to the testimony given in court Wayne Couzens enticed Sarah Everard walking home with his warrant card and restrained her before murdering her with his belt and setting her corpse on fire. He abused his powers by arresting her by using his police card while she didn’t commit a crime and he sexually abuses her and murdered her. 

Another ethical challenge within the police is surveillance. (Dyfed Powys police 2021) suggest what is surveillance within the police. The police must utilize security footage responsibly and in accordance with all applicable laws and guidelines. Security cameras are used for various purposes such as managing activities and events, preventing and detecting unlawful behavior, obtaining data on illegal activity and enhancing trust among residents. They use surveillance to ensure they have evidence on crimes and to ensure the public feel safe.  According to (Goold, B., 10)  is that the police may not want to use as much power when cctv is in place. Officers may use less power than usual when they know cctv is around as they don’t want to get into trouble for applying to much force when detaining someone as there would be evidence against them, this indicates that cctv can impact the effectiveness of the police. 

To conclude there are many various key ethical challenges the police may face such as bias where they can suspect someone is a criminal by the way they look for example their ethnicity, age and gender. They can also abuse their power by using too much force when not needed and use their power to commit crimes such as the Sarah Everard case. They also can such challenges like surveillance which can cause police officers to change the way they behave as they are being watched. 
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