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1. [bookmark: _Toc21605540][bookmark: _Toc21605621]Introduction
In this reflective report I will analyse two past pieces of coursework, which I myself have written, provided by the lecturers with feedback. I will reflect and criticize on what I did wrong and can improve on as well as focus on the good parts of my past pieces of coursework, trying to keep up with good practices and get into a good routine, without picking up bad habits. 

2. [bookmark: _Toc21605541][bookmark: _Toc21605622]First Piece of Coursework: Simple Harmonic Motion
This piece of coursework was a technical report on simple harmonic motion, which I had written in the week of the 15th of March 2019 for my science module (M3X01513).

2.1 [bookmark: _Toc21605542][bookmark: _Toc21605623]The Coursework Brief
In this coursework I was to explore and understand the basics of simple harmonic motion with the focus on a pendulum.
We were divided into groups of about six and went to the laboratory room 007 in the main building of the new waterfront campus.
We were provided a Simple Harmonic Motion Kit ES7 and a stopwatch by the university, with which we were to build and experiment. This included swinging two differently weighted balls at different string length from an apparatus.

2.2 [bookmark: _Toc21605543][bookmark: _Toc21605624]Feedback
The feedback was mostly positive; with me achieving a grade of 73/100, with which I am most satisfied.

Comment 1: ‘Need to say it twice?’ (Summerfield, A., 2019)
After considering this comment thoroughly, I concluded that it did seem slightly sarcastic and almost unnecessary. Of course, I did not mean to repeat myself. I can only assume that it was a Word formatting issue - which I had either accidentally overlooked while proofreading - or I was too fed up with the disaster Word formatting is to remedy this issue.

Comment 2: With this particular issue, I must put some blame on the Word program. I understand it is a shame, but I refuse to take responsibility for something I have no control over. I did find Word to be problematic when it came to formatting my work, and am disappointed that some issues arose from this. This might have been Turnitin too for interfering with the structure of the content page. I do not know.

I realise my introduction was definitely shorter than it could have been. I would say that writing introductions is one of my weaker points, and I am determined to improve my ability to do this.

Further comments include me not properly citing, with a link to a webpage of how to properly cite, which I have read now and will try to implement in the future. Also, I did not realise we had to cite the guidance notes and task description we got handed in class, which I will also try to start doing from now on.



‘Results chapter should only include the raw data from your experimental procedure and the spread sheet should go into your Analysis chapter.’ -(Summerfield, A., 2019)

I have considered this comment thoroughly and must say that I do not understand what I did wrong in the results section. I only portrayed my raw data, nothing more nothing less, but I do see that I forgot to add the units in some columns of the results table.

Considering comment eleven, I do see where I went wrong. I did not acquire a second set of data from a similar experiment to back up my work, which is something I must remember to do next time. The human errors skewed my values for gravity, which I mentioned in the evaluation and not in conclusion. The task description probably asked me to plot a graph for the heavy pendulum, for me to compare the light against the heavy pendulum. I understand that this is something which I did not go into much detail about, but I did mention once in my conclusion that mass does not affect the results.

Comment thirteen repeats the necessity of citing of guidance notes and lack of textbook citations. This is probably because I did not take up the opportunity to visit the university library and check out some books that would have been of help to me.

2.3 [bookmark: _Toc21605544][bookmark: _Toc21605625]Conclusion
I realise I need to work on my citing and referencing a little more even though it can be quite tedious and annoying at times.
Secondly, I need to become more patient with Word and its horrible formatting issues. 
Lastly, I probably need to become less lazy and use all opportunities that get provided for me as the library and not do everything last minute as I usually do.


3. [bookmark: _Toc21605545][bookmark: _Toc21605626]2nd piece of Coursework: Futuristic Technical Poster 
This coursework was two technical posters with free choice on the topics as long as one topic was on a historic feat of engineering and the other on a possible future development in engineering. I submitted the futuristic poster on the 3rd of May 2019 for my Academic Writing module (M4X01498).

3.1 [bookmark: _Toc21605546][bookmark: _Toc21605627]Feedback
The feedback I received for my futuristic poster was very positive with an overall mark of 87/100 achieved, and I am more than satisfied with this result.

I was very excited to start this poster that is why I probably started out with not using a professional language. That is noted and I will try to use a more professional language in the future.

I agree with comment five (Tudor, K., 2019) that the references look out of place, but I had to make them fit while still being legible.

I do see where I went wrong with not using punctuation as comment six refers to.
But that was intended to be a phrasing title, for which I accidentally did not increase the font size. Therefore, I do understand this comment. So, my question here is do I use punctuation in all titles or is it a case by case basis?



3.2 [bookmark: _Toc21605547][bookmark: _Toc21605628]Conclusion
As said before, I am definitely very happy on how this poster turned out, even though it was very difficult to stick to the word count on this particular piece. However, the word count limit challenged me to focus on condensing my work down to the most important content. It was also a challenge to fit this much text on the provided template and format it correctly, but I did find it much easier to format the PowerPoint document than the Word document. 

4. Conclusion on foundation year
Having had the choice of attending first year or foundation year, I am happy I went to foundation year first. I am happy to have refreshed my knowledge on maths and science and especially the academic writing I have missed out on because of studying in Germany before.
I know I need more practice with proper referencing and citing, especially after summer break, and I will try to improve with every further piece of coursework I get given. Once I am more practised with it, I might start using a citing and referencing program like Citavi.
Another aspect I can improve on is patience, especially with Word and its formatting, which, as I have stated before, is beyond problematic. Maybe I could invest in taking some online course on how to use Word to its full potential.
Also, I tend to rush with coursework because I want to finish my pieces quickly in order to avoid leaving such important things until the last minute. This is probably an organisational problem of mine. I should take my time with coursework and not leave it too late and plan it out better on when what is due and when to start.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
I have noticed some smaller grammatic mistakes as well. These could be easily be prevented by proofreading my own coursework, which I already do, but could do more thoroughly. Another solution to this could be to ask someone else, like a family member, friend or another student to proofread, to prevent further grammatical mistakes. 

5. [bookmark: _Toc21605552][bookmark: _Toc21605630]References
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