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Introduction
The Domesday Book is an 11th century text that records property ownership in England during the reign of William the Conqueror. It was created for the purpose of taxation and it has been through various editions over time. These editions were produced either for research purposes or for a wider audience. Often the editions contained efforts to analyse the contents and provide further understanding of the text.

Domesday Book, ed by E. Hallam and D. Bates, 2001, The Mill, Brimscombe Port Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 2QG, Tempus Publishing Ltd,  
This source has value in its detailed analysis of the text in question. It seems to be intended for scholarly purposes.  This conclusion can be reached because the source provides extensive analysis of the making of the book and the contents depicted in the text. It is also accessible to the reader as it is broken down into easily comprehensible areas that are well arranged, as the topics are dealt with through a series of chapters. Rather than relying on writing, the text also uses a map of the relevant locations and some tables but these form a small percentage of the information. The book’s manner of studying Domesday focuses on essays addressing particular topics about the Domesday Book rather describing the contents.

Powell-Smith, A., Open Doomsday, <https://opendomesday.org/ >, Accessed October 12
This site seems to be intended for a general audience rather than for scholarly purposes, as it provides the basic information of the content but nothing more than that. One positive feature of the site is that it focuses extensively on categorising the locations and individuals in the text. This work fulfils a similar function to the original, albeit in a different format. It does seem to be an authoritative account that provides considerable detail on the topics. As a source, it does not expand on the original, rather it is a simplified version.  This simplification does make it an easily accessable version for its intended use of a general readership. As an approach to Domesday it focuses chiefly on displaying the information found within the original source material. There is no further analysis or consideration displayed in the text.

King’s College London, Pase Doomsday, <http://domesday.pase.ac.uk/> 
Accessed October 12 
This is another attempt at presenting the information through an online site. In this case the site uses the names of individuals within for its organisation. It does present the general information for which the Domesday Book is deemed vital. The survey focuses on the landholdings and their value, the owner and their location in two different years, for comparison. There is no additional analysis of the original source, as this source is in effect a more simplified version of the text. This source is seems to be meant for a wider audience rather than for purposes of deeper research. Its format and simple focus does however make the information easily accessible. As a source, its main concern is presenting the facts contained within the Domesday Book; there is no further studying of the context.
   

Domesday England, H. C Darby, 1977, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press   
This book seems to be intended for a scholarly audience. It is an extremely detailed study of the material that analyses various facets of the text’s contents ranging from the populations to the quality of the land. The book aims to explain the contents at length. Given the amount of detail in regard to the topic, this book appears to be a research study rather than a popular history book. It is also extremely well sourced, citing other texts at points. While clear about its contents, it is not the most accessible source on this subject, owing to the sheer volume of the work, though this does allow considerable focus. The writing style used throughout relies primarily on comprehensive descriptions of the topics at hand. Maps and tables are used throughout to explain the locations and to display information in a more simplified form. As an overview it does not just present the information from the original text but also considers the implications of these to make additional judgements.

[bookmark: _Hlk22212376]The Domesday Geography of South-West England, H.C Darby, 1967, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press 
This text limits its focus to a section of the wider Domesday book, but only looking at one region. However, by doing this, it allows for greater detail of the contents within. In that regard, it is an extensive study. It seems to have been intended for research purposes. This text also makes use of sourcing in various areas, making citations to other works on this matter. It is extensive, which makes it both highly useful for studying the topic but also not the most easily accessible of texts, as it is a very large, complex and detailed work. As an account it is comprehensive and thorough. Tables are a frequently used method of explaining information about the topics.

The Domesday Geography of Eastern England, H.C Darby, 1967, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press  
Much like the rest of the books in this series, this version excludes most of the original source’s contents to focus on one particular area but studies that area with immense clarity and consideration. It comes across as more of a source for scholarly study rather than a popular history book. In term of how authoritative it is, the book makes use of considerable sourcing to back its claims. This text is a comprehensive account making it valuable for understanding Domesday but also a challenge in terms of access, given the scale of its detail. Maps are used for the purposes of explaining information, one example of this being defining where the population or the mills were located. 

The Domesday Geography of Midland England, H.C Darby and I.B Terrent, 1967, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press  
Like the others in this series, this is a highly professional account that looks at and considers what is within Domesday, largely by focusing on one particular area. This seems to more a scholarly analysis work as opposed to a study to introduce the topic to people for the first time. Many sources are provided throughout the text, which overall supports the credibility of this book. Following on from the rest of this book series, it is not the most easily accessible of Domesday accounts, but it provides considerable detail in understanding Domesday regardless of this limitation. In terms of the writing style used, it follows an exceptionally analytical style and maps are used throughout to convoy the information. Tables are also used in the text to clarify the information in a simple and accessible manner.


The Domesday Geography of Northern England, H.C Darby and I.S Maxwell, 1967, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press  
This is an authoritative account of the Domesday Book contents, at least in regard to the area described. Much like the others in this series this version is not geared towards a popular audience. It also has various citations of other works dealing with the Domesday Book. The length of the book and the amount of topics covered in it mean it is not easy to access but it is steeped in research on this subject matter. In terms of the writing style, it is highly descriptive, going over the contents in vivid detail. Much like the other books in the series, it makes extensive use of maps. Additionally, it uses tables to explain information. 

The Domesday Geography of South-East England, H.C Darby and E.MJ Campbell, 1967, University Printing Press, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press   
This text only deals with a fraction of the original Domesday Book text but it is nonetheless a rich source of information and much can be learned from it. The intended purpose of the text appears to be scholarly matters rather than for widespread reading.  In common with the other books in this series, there are considerable citations of other writing on this topic, suggesting that the book is authoritative in regards to Domesday. The vast scale of the text means it is not the most easily accessible account, but it is also containing considered and useful research on the Domesday Book. Another practice this text uses to convey its information is maps for the locations featured throughout the book. Likewise, tables are used for statistics in regard to both individuals and areas.

Domesday Book Vol 4, 1811 
This account is essentially a recreation of the original text contents but it endeavours to differ from the original source material through better organisation. This version of the Domesday Book is definitely intended as a scholarly source on the matters covered in the original. Given that it was originally created as part of a government commission, as is mentioned in the book, it can be taken that this text was not intended for the use of a general audience.






