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Gender and media representation; perspectives from Sub-Saharan Africa

This work explores a rich collection of case studies and theoretical analyses in how media constructs and portrays gender identity. Exploring representation of women’s voices in radio and digital spaces and the challenges that are made from gendered discourse. These ideas of media and gender are shown across the perspective of diverse African contexts.
The studies in the second section turn to look at digital media and the potential of gender empowerment, exploring digital storytelling, YouTube activism as well as AI use.
Gender and media representation explores the modern movements in gender identity and representation through diverse experience. The work being from 2025 gives us the most reliable record of the ever-changing digital landscape, because of this the work will be more relevant to how media and online spaces are used today. This resource will be a key cornerstone to the recent contexts of gender identity, to be able to strengthen other gender studies that did not have the context of recent digital contexts.
This research is vital to my exploration of gender, though does not go in depth into queer gender identity is it a valuable resource to have access to, especially because of the value it gives to digital media turning into the main outlet of any media instead of the niche environment it once was.

Stuart Hall, Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices, Second Addition (2013)
Stuart Hall’s Representation; it is a fundamental and essential piece of work that explores a vast range of depth into ideas of representation. The chapter about the ‘other’ explores ideas of race and gender identity. Hall shares a perspective displaying that there is more nuance to understanding why and how people understand and view the ‘other’.
This relates to how these perspectives of the ‘other’ can be used for any and all example of people who do not confirm to the binary social rules that have been set standard for our white dominated patriarchal society.
The second addition includes newer works that investigate representation in new technologies that could be further relevant to my topic.

Butler,  J. P. (1990). Gender Trouble: feminism and the subversion of identity
Butler explores further into the nuance of gender representation, the different assumptions made between sex and the construct of gender. Exploring what a gender is and how there is no subjective universal meaning of what it is to be either male or female.
This work is another basis for theory and will be build alongside works to give more context and a deeper fundamental meaning to these texts.

Brumberg-Kraus, M. (2023). The(y)ology : Mythopoeics for Queer/Trans Liberation
Exploring myths and ideologies held by our society of identity and gender. Challenging sacred rigid ideologies surrounding gender, sexuality, and oneness of self. 
This work will build off the principled of gender studies and the ‘other’ to give context to the complexities surrounding the sacredness of gender identity and the myths that are shared from those ideas.

Spencer-Hall, A. (2021). Trans and Genderqueer subjects in Medieval Hagiography
This work explores the history of trans identity from Medieval time, exploring different examples of people who had to deal with their trans identities without ways of physically ‘transitioning’ in the sense of how we understand it today.
It explores the ideas of holiness that once was associated with being above gender rules and the erasure of these identities.
