This extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum which covers the year 1207 until 1212 shines light on a window into the priorities and concerns of the author, Ralph, who was a monk of Coggeshall Abbey. This extract is a product of a Cistercian monastic environment, and this chronicle reflects not only the institutional interests of the order but also a broader ecclesiastical worldview during the unstable reign of King John. The content in this extract shows a strong interest with church and state relations and the moral interpretations of the events and the recording of phenomena that was deemed spiritually significant, all of which are aimed at an audience that is primarily composed of monastic readers. 

First, the extract reveals a thorough ecclesiastical focus. The opening entry for 1207 places the viewpoint of the chronicle within the institutional life of the abbey of Coggeshall, writing about the succession of abbots and identifying that Ralph is the author who “wrote this chronicle.” This reference to himself is significant because it establishes his authority and presents the chronicle as a part of record keeping that was traditional in monastic times. The emphasis on Ralph’s efforts to “write down faithfully certain visions [...] to the great edification of many people” shows a key care or concern when it comes to spiritual instruction. This phrasing suggests that the chronicle is not just a record of events but a tool for moral and religious guidance which aligns with the broader Cistercian emphasis on reform, loyalty and the cultivation of spiritual discipline. 

[bookmark: _Int_UbBprrzE]This religious focus continues throughout the extract, particularly in the detailed attention given to the conflict between King John and the Church. The anointing of Stephen Langton as Archbishop of Canterbury following expulsion of the Canterbury convent are recorded with sympathy for the church. Similarly, the introduction of the interdict in 1208 is presented as a moment of serious disruption, with emphasis on the confiscation of ecclesiastical property. The chronicler’s note that King John promised satisfaction to the papacy but “did not keep it in any way” solidifies his dislike and introduces a moral judgement where it is clear that Ralph sees the king as untrustworthy. This point of view reflects a clerical perspective that interprets political events through the eyes of religious authority and duty to Rome.

 Moreover, the chronicler shows a great concern for the treatment of monastic orders, especially the Cistercians. The entry for 1210 highlights the King’s heavy taxation of religious houses and shines light on the fact that the Cistercians seem to be especially oppressed. This entry is not a surprise given Ralph’s clear affiliation. It demonstrates how monastic chronicles often focus on the experiences and obstacles within their own order. The mention that abbots were not allowed to attend the general chapter at Citeaux shows the importance of monastic networks throughout different places and the disruption caused by new royal rules. These details would probably have resonated strongly with a monastic audience because it reinforces a sense of identity and injustice that was shared amongst their society. 
Another notable aspect of the extract is the integration of political and international events, even though they have obviously been filtered through a moral and religious framework. The chronicle records births within the royal family, diplomatic missions to Rome, the coronation of the emperor Otto and military campaigns in Ireland. However, these events are not presented as neutral facts. Instead, they are embedded within a narrative of divine order and moral causation. For example, in 1211, the excommunication of King John and Emperor Otto is presented as a huge turning point which clearly links their political actions with spiritual consequences. The chronicler’s inclusion of events such as the coronation of the king of Jerusalem further reflects an awareness of the wider Christian world, especially when it comes to the crusade aspects, which was an understandable concern for monastic writers. 

Something that is equally compelling is Ralph’s attention to natural phenomena and visions. The references to “battles of the clouds with the sun” in 1209 and 1210 shine light on the medieval tendency to interpret occurrences as signs of divine intervention or warning. These events are not explained scientifically but are simply recorded, which suggests that the meaning would have been understood by the intended audience as symbolic. The earlier point made about recording visions heard from “venerable men” reinforces this. Ralph values these accounts as spiritually significant and worthy of preservation. This reflects a worldview in which the natural and supernatural are conjoined and in which history serves as a record of god’s interaction with the world. 

In terms of the intended audience, the chronicle is clearly directed at a monastic audience. The use of Latin, the focus on ecclesiastical issues and the use of liturgical dates such as “the annunciation of the blessed virgin Mary” point to an educated religious audience however the reference to the “edification of many people” suggests that there could have been a broader purpose. Chronicles like this were often read aloud within monastic communities and could therefore also be heard of among other religious houses. The incorporation of dramatic events, moral judgements and supernatural signs would have made this text engaging to the audience as well as instructive because it reinforces shared values and beliefs. 

In conclusion, this extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum illustrates a chronicle that is heavily influenced by its monastic context. The author’s primary focus is on ecclesiastical events, the moral evaluation of political power, and the documentation of signs and wonders. These interests reflect the concerns of Cistercian monks and the expectations of an audience looking for spiritual enrichment and historical insight. As a result, the text serves as an example of how medieval chronicles operated not just as records of the past, but as interpretative narratives that reinforced religious and moral frameworks. 
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