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Ryan’s Exhibition

The contexts (through various philosophies and theories) build 
foundations for the discussion of artists and designers work. 

Consider this method within your writing. Build foundations before 
introducing artists / designers / makers. 

This next section brings together a constellation of artists working 
with themes surrounding the idea of moving beyond ‘psychological 
distance’ (as a counterpoint to our contemporary experience of the 
world, mediated through technology). 



Olafur Eliasson, The Weather Project, 2004  







Hieronymus Bosch, The Garden of Earthly Delights, between 1490 and 1510  



Hieronymus Bosch, The Garden of Earthly Delights, between 1490 and 1510  









Richard Wilson, 20: 50, Hayward Gallery, London, 2018.

“The idea of a Tardis-like space, where the internal volume is greater than 
its physical boundaries, had always appealed to me.”



Dave Heath, Archive Photograph, Le Bal, 2018.



Namibia Meteorite Hoba, 60-times, 2.7-metre Long is the largest known intact meteorite.Namibie Meteorite Hoba, 60-tones, 2.7-metre Long is the largest known intact meteorite.



Janet Cardiff 
The Forty Part Motet (A reworking of “Spem in Alium,” by Thomas Tallis 1556)2001







Structure



Intro: contains context for the reader

Design your topics in paragraphs

Conclusion: What have you 
learned? 

200
200
200 per object
200
200

Total 200 words

       

1000 words

200 synthesis

100 words 

+ Bibliography + List of Figures (do not count in word count). 



Paragraphs 



Topic sentence: introduce the topic of 
the paragraph

• Explain with particular focus
• Provide evidence (quote or 

reference)  
• Discuss in your own words 

Conclusion: link to next 
paragraph or restates the main 

point of the topic 

Paragraphs

Micro version 
of the overall 
structure



• Writing is an act of creative curation. Its sometimes easier to 
approach the writing as if it is an empty gallery space. 

• The first part of curation is to find your area of research 
(underlying theory/ context / theme/ research question). This area 
of research could begin as something quite broad initially, before 
becoming more specific over time. 

• Secondly, once you have found a context, think about the artist 
works who relate to this theme. Place them within the parameters 
of your gallery, considering their relationship to one and other. 

Research



• Thirdly, imagine yourself as an audience member at the opening 
of your show - consider how you will navigate the works on 
display. Does the context panel on the gallery wall or handout 
lead you successfully around the exhibition? 

• Theory and practice go hand in hand. This is called Praxis.

        1. Develop an area of research
        2. Locate the relevant discussions surrounding the research
            (that means reading!) 
        3. Present the work of artists in relation to the research 

Research



• Set yourself 1 hour without distractions 
– (e.g if possible, sit in a silent room and switch off 

your phone!)
• Go through the three stages as outlined in the 

previous slides
– Map the stages 
– Map the gallery space

• Bring next week.

For next week: 


