
Arrest, Search, Significant Statements and Evidence.
Week 4
Case exercise 1

Good morning, this is your first morning shift and just as you are about to settle down and complete some of your admin, a call comes across your personal radio asking for an officer to attend at 123 High Street.  The caller reports a male wearing khaki trousers and top seen approaching cars and trying the handle to the cars.  You are the only unit in town so have to take the call and ask the operations room to book you to it.  You grab your kit, jump in the car and start making your way to the incident.

Taking into account the National decision making model what are your thoughts at this time?




















The operations room have advised that the male is known to the caller.  He is John Smith and lives at 2 Globe Road which is in the centre of town.  Again considering the NDM what are your thoughts and actions now?

























You finally arrive at the scene, speak to Mrs Jones the caller who advises you that the male is still in the vehicle and is undisturbed.  She believes that he may be fiddling with something under the dash board but has been too scared to approach and challenge him.

What are you going to say to Mrs Jones and what actions are you going to take?

Consider the NDM!





















As you approach the car, you can see that the male is slumped over the steering wheel, he appears to have something in his hand.  As you are at the window looking inside you can see that the item is actually a screw driver and that the cowling of the vehicle has been broken.

Consider your thoughts and what actions you may wish to take now and why?























Having arrested the suspect, you have placed them into handcuffs stacked to the rear and your colleague has placed them into the police van.  Prior to doing so what might you have considered, why and what power did you use?


























On arrival at the custody suite you present the prisoner to the custody sergeant informing him / her that you have arrested John Smith on suspicion of ????????

Identify the offence.
























The custody sergeant asks you for your necessity of arrest.  What are you going to tell them and why?


























The custody sergeant is happy with your arrest and your Code G.  The prisoner now needs to be given their  rights.  Name their rights at custody.


























Having authorised detention the custody sergeant authorises a search of the person.  This is completed and any items that may harm or be used to effect an arrest are removed from the prisoner together with anything that may be subject to the investigation.  The prisoner is then placed in the cell whilst they await the arrival of their solicitor and you plan for interview.  As you are about to leave the custody suite you decide to ask the custody sergeant if you could obtain a search authority in relation to this offence?  Advise what options are available to you, what you might be looking for during such a search and why and how you would progress them.






















The search was negative unfortunately.  Your day is however going to get a little more interesting.  The Inspector has been called to custody to speak with a solicitor who is in attendance for the suspect.  He advises that in his opinion an unlawful search has been carried out of his prisoner and an unlawful arrest as Taking a vehicle without the owners consent is only a summary offence.  To make things worse, remember that training you did in relation to exhibits?  Well, unfortunately when you got back to custody with the suspect, you forgot to book in that screwdriver into property or put it into an exhibit bag and label it and it turns out it was just the right type that was required for the handy person who attended the police station to change a light and borrowed it for that purpose.  Also several hours have passed since the first call and you forgot to tag the call for a CSI to examine the car.  It gets worse again.  It’s raining!

Explain your thoughts and what actions are you now going to take?
