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Having Faith in Design 

Introduction
Islamic Architecture is the underlying theme of my dissertation, and I am focusing on Cambridge Central Mosque. This subject is dear to me, and not just because of my religious orientation, it is because I was surprised to find new and beautiful mosque in the UK, which is uncommon in Italy where I grew up.
Methodology 
My study includes interviewing Marks Barfield Architect, the designer of Cambridge Central Mosque, and gathering information from credible sources such as books and articles. Up to 20 worshippers will be interviewed during Friday prayer, with an additional 20-30 surveyed online. Thoughtful questionnaires will be provided throughout the interviews.
Aims and Objectives
The goal of my dissertation is to explore the evolution of mosque. The thesis compares Cambridge Central Mosque with similar buildings, focusing on sustainability, design, and community importance. I will focus on the influences of Islamic architecture in the West and vice-versa. I would like to find out if it's possible for a mosque to undergo a complete transformation deviating from its classical output. 
Literature 
I have searched online for sources and ideas for this thesis and found some interesting articles:
· Architectural Review: Faith
· Architects Journals. For articles about the Cambridge Central Mosque.

I did find some interesting books as well:  
· Mosques Approaches to Art and Architecture. 
· The Mosque: History, Architectural Development and Regional Diversity. 
· Mosques: Splendors of Islam.
· The British Mosques: An Architectural and Social History. 
· Design Criteria for Mosques and Islamic Centers. 

Limitations 
Thinking about limitations, in this case the interview with the architect might be cancelled due to anything. Another limitation I can think of it is I can be grammatically incorrect as per my first language isn’t English. To avoid this scenario, I need a backup plan for any potential consequences. 
Ethical Considerations
· Informed Consent: to ensure the person understand the nature of the study before the interview. 
· Privacy and Confidentiality: the interviewed person has the right to be included with their name or included anonymously.
· Respect for Participants: treat everyone with respect, sensitivity, patience. 
· Research Integrity: I must write with honesty, transparency, and integrity when including these interviews.
A good idea will be to register their consent in digital form or in paper form. 

Timeframe
During the summer, I intend to conduct interviews with the architect and carry out additional surveys and site visit. I am splitting my dissertation into three sections. I will start the initial section of the dissertation before the university opens, which needs to be finished two months before the start date. Once the first half is finished, the main body should commence and be finalized before New Year's Eve. To evaluate with my supervisor, the completion phase must start after the main body is finished and be completed by March. Therefore, I will be prepared to submit by April.
Conclusion
My research shows mosques can be built more sustainably. Most UK mosques use concrete, except for Cambridge Central Mosque which has low carbon concrete. Yet, there is significant water waste as worshippers cleanse themselves five times daily during prayer times. Some use mosques tap water instead of home water. Including all London mosques wastes tons of tap water. My thesis aims to understand and address this cause through my research.
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