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[bookmark: _Toc28683501]Introduction
Data visualisation is a great skill to utilise when there is a need to make sense of information or relay a message. Data analysis can be undertaken and the results presented in a visual format that allows the information to be communicated clearly, for example in a poster. This report aims to discuss how effective the secret of success infographic below is at presenting the information it contains.
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[bookmark: _Toc28683502]Analysis and improvements
The infographic has a clear title and makes use of strong, eye-catching colours in its graph. Unfortunately the same cannot be said for the rest of the infographic, for example from visual analysis of the poster it is not apparent how the statistical information was derived. In the following sections, various aspects of the infographic have been discussed in more detail.
[bookmark: _Toc28683503]Aspects of the infographic
[bookmark: _Toc28683504]Message
The message this infographic is trying to convey is somewhat ambiguous. At first glance it seems to depict the reasons an individual is successful, however on closer inspection it actually shows the opinions of individuals within different social strata’s on what makes a person successful.
[bookmark: _Toc28683505]Colour
The use of colour in an infographic is very important. The correct use of colour can complement the content. So it is vital that the colour scheme chosen to represent the information is appropriate. In her article on using colour, Connie Malamed points out that;
	“Our brains are compelled to find meaning, whether it is intended or not. Because the eyes are attracted to bright and high-contrast colors, viewers will derive meaning from something that stands out.” [1]
Therefore it is logical to conclude that the use of colour is an important factor in designing infographics.  This is true of this infographic. The bright colours used to depict the statistical data draw the eye, however there is little data attached to it for the viewer to find meaning. For that they would need to look at the associated text. 
Whilst the bright colours used have a good initial impact, the use of a grey background restricts the ability to easily read the black text used. This also detracts the impact of the title as this too is using black font.
[bookmark: _Toc28683506]Text
As already commented, the title on this infographic is clear and bold, unfortunately this is not the case for the remaining text. The font used is too small to read from a distance even when the infographic is printed in A3 size. This coupled with the colour selection discussed above result in the text being very difficult to read, even when close up.
The infographic attempts to depict the views on the reasons for success using a radar graph. It provides a good visual of the statistics but the figures included have no context, rendering them meaningless.
[bookmark: _Toc28683507]Graphs
David J Slutsky [2] summarised that a graph was a commonly used method when visually representing relationships in data. In his article he also highlights the importance of using the right graph and having a clear and descriptive legend.
The infographic depicts a radar graph which is a good choice to display multivariate data. A criticism of this type of chart has been identified by Howicki and C.Merenstein [3];
	“the area and shape of the polygons can change greatly depending on how the axes are positioned around the circle.”
This means that if the axis where swapped the visual representation would be different. Without sight of the original stats or narrative to explain the figures it is difficult to reach a conclusive opinion on the results.
[bookmark: _Toc28683508]Graphics
In her article on designing effective infographics, Lexie Kane points out that items within an infographic should communicate significant information. This is true of any graphics used on an infographic.
The Secret of Success infographic makes use of graphics to depict the different values that have been measured; a mortarboard, a light bulb, a Knot, a dartboard, an Anvil and a superman logo. These graphics are clear on the page however they do not give a clear indication what they represent. Whilst there is accompanying text it is in a small font which is difficult to read. Additionally they are in a plain black colour and do not drawer the eye.
[bookmark: _Toc28683509]Cognition
The infographic has been designed to convey a particular message, as depicted by the layout selected for the radar graph. The author pointed out that the visual would be different if the axis was changed. The infographics narrative reinforces this theory as it states “poor need to change their life approach”, however it does not give much explanation of the thought process that led to this hypothesis.
[bookmark: _Toc28683510]Practical improvements
As already discussed, the use of colour is an important aspect of any infographic. The author identified that the colours used for the graph on the infographic are eye-catching, however the background colour and text used on the Secret of Success infographic are not complementary. To allow the black text to stand out more, a white background would be more beneficial providing contrast. In addition using a bolder text and larger font would enable viewers to read the text from a distance. 
The graphics surrounding the graph are small, and the accompanying text is too small. Considering the space available it would not be impractical to enlarge these. In addition, adding some colour to these sections would also drawer the eye of the viewer [1]. Alternatively the use of a legend would be beneficial.
Whilst the radar graph is a good choice when displaying multivariate data there is not much other data to support it. Either additional information on the data used or a different graph type would assist in conveying the relevant data. Alternatives that could be used include scatter charts which can show clustering trends or bubble charts which add another dimension to a scatter chart.
There will be occasions when a single chart will not be enough, which it seems is true in this case. In these situations the use of a multi axis chart may be the best choice. Whilst they cannot accommodate exact comparisons they are good for showing common trends and relationships.
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