Choose a group/individual within society and education being at risk of exclusion. Use the literature and theory to critically analyse whether policy translates into good/best practice in education. 
In this essay the topic of a group or individual within society and education being at risk of exclusion will be discussed. Alongside this, the origins and meaning of social inclusion will be identified with an analysis on the implementation of policy and practice within the setting. This essay will discuss whether policy translates into good practice in education. 
Socialization is a process of mastering social experiences by an individual. During this process an individual will learn social values, norms and have an understanding of the social behavioural patterns required for normal socialising within society. Throughout the education setting there are a variety of forms of exclusion whether it being inside or outside of the school, exclusion is always a major impact on both children and the adults involved. Social exclusion for children, particularly younger children, is mostly associated with social exclusion of their parents. Social exclusion of children can be caused by lack of economic opportunities in the family or household that the individual is grown up in. The variety of different groups being at risk of exclusion are usually identified pretty easily, however there are many forms of exclusion that go unnoticed. One of the main groups being at risk of social exclusion are children with disabilities. These children usually suffer from a physical, mental or intellectual disability, and as a result risk exclusion due to lack of communication and adaption to the rest of society. Other groups can include children with little or no economic resource from the family, immigrants and racial minorities. School children at risk of social exclusion are usually passive, as in most cases they would complete daily duties and work with a negative attitude and a fear of punishment.
There are a variety of groups that suffer from exclusion, however it is rare that children suffer from exclusion until later in their educational lives. This is why it is important that the schools make a difference to the individual’s life as soon as possible in anyway they can. Children from people suffering from social exclusion will need considerably more support and resources to make sure that they will gain equal opportunities of participation in education and society. Although there are many studies and theories, it is quite obvious that poverty is a major aspect leading to social exclusion for children. As a result of poverty, it could make it really difficult for the individual not to suffer from social exclusion. It is often the case that people who suffered from childhood social exclusion in education are at a greater risk later on in life of being unemployed or being poor. For this to happen there are a number of policies, frameworks, theories and models are put in place in order to prevent exclusion and support the individual. Therefor it is vital that social support and interventions for the individuals or groups are provided at the earliest possible stage to prevent social exclusion. The main difficulty children with social exclusion have is communication difficulties, therefor it is essential that communication training is provided with the support given to the children in need of it. (https://www.shs-conferences.org/articles/shsconf/pdf) There are many resources and interventions to help support children inside education and improve on certain life skills, however it is very difficult for children to receive support once outside of the school environment. Therefor some parents and children see education as a different and helpful path to preventing social exclusion for both the child and the parents involved. 
As earlier stated there are a variety of different groups and individuals that could be at risk of suffering from social exclusion. However, the ways in which to prevent social exclusion can differ from one individual to another depending on their situation. The groups in which will be discussed in this essay are ones that from a personal point of view are relevant to the school setting in which the essay is based on. The setting based for this essay is a rural primary school in the middle of Wales. From looking into the topic, it was hard to see how any of the individuals or groups fitted into the criteria of being at risk of social exclusion, however while looking deeper into the subject it was interesting to see the variety of groups and individuals that were at risk, and also some individuals that are already suffering from social exclusion. However, from a personal point, the interventions and models used to prevent social exclusion are kept quite private and not shared in the school environment, therefor making it hard to learn more about the subject of preventing social exclusion and the interventions used for certain individuals. Some of the interventions used to help prevent social exclusion are some basic life skills that are taught either in lessons in the class or outside of the classroom with another teacher in a different classroom. Therefor it is hard to see from a personal point of view just exactly what the children that are at risk of social exclusion are learning and how they are dealing with the interventions used. It is clear to see that the major skill that children suffering from social exclusion are lacking is their communication skills, and this skill is the heart of preventing social exclusion. Communication is a skill used in every aspect of life, that is used in everyday life. Without this skill being strong, it is hard for any child that has weak communication skills to not feel excluded from certain aspects in the school environment.
The interventions used on certain individuals must meet their demands of how in need they are of the resources. In order to choose the correct interventions to help support the individual or group, it is important to understand the background and in which way the individual or group may suffer from social exclusion. In this part of the essay the group or individual that is at risk of social exclusion will be discussed. Though there are many groups or individuals that are at risk of social exclusion, the groups chosen for this essay are relevant from a personal point of view to the school environment which the group is in. There are four main groups of children that are at risk of social exclusion, these are children from certain geographical locations, children growing up in care, children on child protection register and children with disabilities. From a personal point of view, it is clear to see in the school environment that the children that fit these group criteria do suffer from social exclusion, however, it is not always the case. 
Although the individuals that are at risk of social exclusion are categorised like this, the source of which these groups come from are very similar. The same essential skills are missing in some cases where as in other cases it is simply the financial backing that they are lacking. The group that will be discussed in this essay is the group of children coming into education from a poverty background. Although it is hard to judge which families and children do achieve the status of ‘living in poverty’ the characteristics of those that do live in poverty are different to those that do not. Some children however that are not labelled as living in poverty but still suffer from having a poorer background to other wealthier families and children can still suffer from social exclusion. From a personal point of view, it is clear to see the children that are living in poverty or near enough in the education setting. However, it is important not to label the children as living in poverty, as they can still achieve the same ambitions and grades as any other child in the class. There are many barriers however that these children living in poverty could face when it comes to achieving their ambitions, and a result could risk social exclusion. School uniform is an item that could show the circumstances in which a child lives. This is usually the case with children living in poverty as they are usually the ones without the school uniform or looking scruffy compared to other children. From a personal perspective, there was a child in the school setting that had the same school jumper from year three up until year six as their parents could not afford new uniforms every year. Bullying can also occur from this, as some children could mock the fact that another child is wearing a different item of clothing to the others in the class, making them feel excluded to the rest. This could also then have an impact on the child’s attendance records, as they will not want to come to the school because of being bullied, but also as they may not be wearing the most suitable clothing for the different weathers could result in the child picking up more illnesses. They may not be able to afford P.E kit clothing, and as a result missing out on the activity. This activity will also have an impact on what the child does outside of school, as an example boys and girls that do not have a P.E kit in school generally do not participate in sports clubs outside of school. As a result of this they could not only miss out on fun sporting activities, but also miss out on valuable life skills such as team work, communication, persistence, all of which will help prevent the child from being at risk of social exclusion. Children in poverty are also known to miss out on school events and outside of school events. This could either be a school trip, or events held inside the school, and even the child missing out on birthday parties because the parents of the child just do not have the financial capability and time to take their child to these events. Even taking the child to and from school could be a struggle. From missing out on certain school trips it could result in the child missing some key elements of a certain topic in their school work that the trip was based on. For example, if the school trip was to a play centre, the next day the children in the class may be asked to describe their favourite parts of the day as part of a class activity.
From living in the rural parts of Wales another group that is at risk of social exclusion is the other ethnicity group. The history is the major factor in this group being at risk and is slowly beginning to become equal with other ethnic groups in the country, however there is still a slight feeling, particularly in the rural parts that some ethnic groups do not belong and are different. This could have a damaging affect on the children coming into education as other children could be brainwashed by older generations as to thinking these children are ‘different’. On the other hand, children from a farming background are also at risk of social exclusion. This can be due to needing to stay at home and help, therefor missing out on school activities. These children can also be made to feel less ambitious in life as they are ‘only a farmer’ and may feel not to break the family tradition of not wanting to farm.  

Another factor for children living in poverty that could result in the child suffering social exclusion is the free school meals. The free school meals work for the children that are from families that are on certain benefits including income support and jobseekers’ allowance. Although it may seem to children a good idea that they are having free school meals where as others are having to pay, the consequences can still lead to social exclusion. The free school meal children will have to sit on a table with the children also having free school meals instead of sitting with their friends. If the child is fortunate to go on a school trip, the lunch provided is very basic compared to what the other children will have inside their lunchboxes, this leading to the child possibly being embarrassed and still hungry, making them feel excluded from the others. 
One organisation run to help prevent social exclusion for children was ‘The Children’s Fund’ (http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk) ‘The children’s fund is a central part of the Governments agenda for children and families and aims to make a real difference to the lives of children and young people at risk of social exclusion’ (CYPU, 2001, p2) it also aims to ‘provide additional resources over and above those provided through mainstream statutory funding, specific programmes and though specific earmarked funding streams. Is should engage and support voluntary and community organisations in playing an active part and should enable the full range of services to work together to help children overcome poverty and disadvantage.’ (CYPU, 2001, p6) This scheme was introduced to stimulate and support the development of local collaborative services that aim to reduce or prevent the social exclusion of children. This scheme shares the same focus of preventing the consequences of social exclusion with a number of other government initiatives, such as ‘Health Action Zones’ and ‘New Deal’. However, the difference with the children’s fund organisation is that compared to the other initiatives, it targeted a particular age group (5-13 years old) across England, where as the other initiatives were focusing more on the areas needing more resources. The Framework below shows the different levels used in order to gain an understanding of the different levels of need for resources, in order to prevent social exclusion. 
Level One: Diversionary. Here the focus is before problems can be seen – thus prevention strategies are likely to focus on whole populations. 
Level Two: Early prevention implies that problems are already beginning to manifest themselves and action is needed to prevent them becoming serious or worse. 
Level Three: Heavy-end prevention would focus on where there are multiple, complex and long-standing difficulties that will require a customisation of services to meet the needs of the individual concerned.  
Level Four: Restorative prevention focuses on reducing the impact of an intrusive intervention. This is the level of prevention that would apply to, for example, children and young people in public care, those permanently excluded from school or in youth offender institutions or supervision and/or those receiving assistance within the child protection framework. (http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk) (CYPU, 2001, p37)
From looking into this topic, it is clear to see that all aspects of social exclusion are linked together and come down to educating the correct skills as soon as possible. Social exclusion can be prevented quickly and efficiently with the correct training and support provided to ensure every child is not at risk of social exclusion.  
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