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Introduction

In this report, I will discuss how I got into the construction industry and why I have chosen to become a quantity surveyor.

[bookmark: _Toc150881875]A bit of background

Working in construction was not my first choice for my career, I have tried many different roles from hospitality, childcare, beauty and travel. I found that although I enjoyed each of these roles and learnt a lot of different things about myself and developed many different skills. However I found that these weren’t going to be my long-term career.

I have grown up knowing about the construction industry as my dad has always been in the industry from when he left university. When I was young, he used to take me to some of the sites he was working on. He would take me for rides on diggers or going to top of a tall building, which has always has kept my interest in how things are built for example roads/factories.
My dad did try to encourage me into a QS role a few years ago, but at the time, I didn’t want to follow in his footsteps and wanted to try and find something of my own.

[bookmark: _Toc150881876]How I started in the industry 

Before I started with Alun Griffiths, I was working in the travel industry. I worked in the call centre, so a lot of the communication was either over the phone or by email. When Covid hit we carried on working from home, with thousands of customers in the queues every day, who were always unhappy due to call waiting times (4-5 hours average) and it became a nightmare role which I then found hard to switch off from and escape from after working as I couldn’t get out of the flat. During Covid as well, my dad re-joined Alun Griffiths and on the Heads of the Valleys site, they were looking for a cost clerk/ office manager role, he recommended me for the role and when interviewing with the project manager we also spoke about what progression I could have within the industry, such as an engineer, a quantity surveyor or document controller. Of these choices the role of a quantity surveyor was the most attractive to me as it seemed the most natural progression for myself. 
I jumped at the chance of this job opportunity sounded perfect to me for a few reasons. 
1. For a change of scenery (able to leave the house and work on site) 
2. Something new and exciting, with a career pathway.
3. A pay rise. 
4. Job progression, with future pay rises.
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When joining the company, I was nervous as this was once again a very different from any other role I have done before. Once I started though I loved every second of it. 

As a cost clerk any money spent on site, goes through myself, whether it is through purchasing or approving invoices. I upload any and all money spent on site, from plant, labour and materials on to the appropriate spreadsheets. I would also need to discuss with the foremen on site to make sure we have received the good on site and to make sure the prices are correct before payment is made. Although I do love this job, I have been desperate to start the quantity surveying course as soon as possible. I had found out that other cost clerks who were on the same path, didn’t start the course until being at the company for at least 5 years and I didn’t want to wait that long, so I have been very persistent with asking when I would be able to start the course, I have also found that by starting out a cost clerk, I have at a lot of exposure to the different aspects of all the costing on a job and what goes into running a job on a construction site and feel this will give me a head start when starting the role of a quantity surveyor.

[bookmark: _Toc150881878]Reason why I wanted to become a Quantity Surveyor 

The role of a quantity surveyor involves the measurement of the works that have been done and the valuation of the works. Once they do this, they then work out all the different costs for materials, labour and plant, as well as looking after any subcontract payments, along with making sure the health and safety and building regulations are being complied with. These are just some of the parts which go into the role of a quantity surveyor.


When researching the role of a quantity surveyor, I was very interested in the work that they carry out day to day as I believe with the different experience and skills I have developed over the years that I will be well suited to the role, as I always enjoy a challenge, I am a people person and enjoy talking to people, as well as problem solving and thinking outside of the box, I feel that all these aspect would work well when putting together valuations for the clients and discussing them. I was also interested by the amount of money a quantity surveyor makes, money has always been a big motivator for me, and I have always moved to higher paid roles. 

According to the national careers service a quantity surveyor can earn  good money, an average salary for a starter is £25,000 to £80,000 for an experienced  QS (National Careers Service). My goal is to work as hard as I can work as quickly as possible, to get myself to a senior position and to that top earning bracket. 
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In summary, although this was not the career path, I was expecting to take for myself. I am very much looking forward and excited to take this journey and dive into the role of a quantity surveyor, learn new things and work my way up to a senior position within Alun Griffiths. 
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