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Commentary on extract from the Chronicon Aglicanum

Extract
1207. Lord Thomas, fifth abbot of Coggeshall, died; he was succeeded by Lord Ralph, monk of the same place, who wrote (descripsit) this chronicle from the capture of the Holy Cross up until the eleventh year of King Henry III, son of King John, and took pains to write down faithfully certain visions which he had heard from venerable men, to the great edification of many people. ¶ Master Stephen Langton was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury by Pope Innocent. The convent of Canterbury was expelled by King John, and all the possessions of that church were confiscated. ¶ Henry the eldest son of King John, by his queen, the daughter of the count of Angoulême, was born.

1208. The whole of England and Wales was placed under a general interdict. The day before the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary [24 March] the estates, the incomes and the moveables of the clergy and monks were confiscated. ¶ The king of England sent to Rome and promised to make satisfaction in all matters to God and holy church and to the lord pope; but he did not keep it in any way.

1209. Richard, the king’s second son was born. Henry, Duke of Saxony, brother of the Emperor Otto, came to England.¶ At mid-Lent at mid-day, with the sun in the east, an extraordinary battle of the clouds with the sun took place, and lasted beyond the first hour of the day. ¶ The queen was confined at Devizes. King John ordered that the houses of the bishops who were executors of the interdict should be demolished, the woods cut down, the fishponds destroyed. Otto was consecrated emperor by Pope Innocent.

1210. King John imposed a very heavy tax generally on all the religious houses of the whole of England; but he oppressed the Cistercians particularly greatly, and did not give permission for the abbots to go to the annual chapter of Citeaux. ¶ Irreconcilable discord arose between the lord pope and the emperor, Otto. ¶ The king led an army to Ireland; he expelled Hugh de Lacy from Ireland, and received the surrender of the whole of Ireland. ¶ Again the archbishop was called to Canterbury; but he did not come very far because he had not received adequate safe conduct, which the king had promised him. ¶ Again a battle of clouds around the sun appeared in the morning. ¶ William de Braose fled from England; his wife and sons were killed at Windsor castle.

1211. Emperor Otto and the king of England were excommunicated. All bishops and clerks who were active overseas were recalled by a public edict in the shires. ¶ John, count of Brienne was crowned king of Jerusalem at Tyre.

1212. The son of the king of Scots was knighted at London. ¶ The king again found fault with the Cistercians, because the count of Toulouse had been brought down with their advice and assistance, he had married his [John’s] sister Joanna; the king demanded twenty-two thousand pounds compensation for her loss.

Introduction
In this assignment I will be analysing an extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum, for this assignment I will have to discuss to key points the first being what does the context reveal about the intensions of the author and the second being what is the intended audience of the author. The Chronicon Anglicanum is an account of event on the Anglo-Saxon and Norman English history spanning from the 1st century BCE the the 12th century CE, It was started during the reign of king Alfred the Great in the 890s CE. The time period of the extract covers the events from 1207 CE to 1212 CE. The primary events the extract talks about occurred during the reign of King John of England and it talks about King Johns conflict with Pope Innocent the third and his conflict with the church in England in particularly the taxes he levied against the church and monastic order especially the order of Cistercian monks. 

Body
The extract of the Chronicon Anglicanum I am commentating on is comprised of six paragraphs spanning the years 1207CE to 1212CE primarily talking about the reign of King John of England and Pope Innocent the third of Rome and the Catholic church and the main events that took place in those years under there reign in England. 
Breakdown of text
The first paragraph of the extract opens in 1207CE talking about the death of Lord Thomas the fifth Abbot of Coggeshall and his succession by Lord Ralph a monk of the same house, who wrote apart of this Chronicle from the capture of the holy cross up until the eleventh year of King Henry the third son of King John. It then goes on to mention that Master Stephen Langton was consecrated as the Archbishop of Canterbury by Pope Innocent. The paragraph then says that Henry the eldest son of King John by his queen was born.
The second paragraph of the extract opens in 1208CE, The extract opens saying that the whole of England and Wales where placed under a general interdict and that the estates, incomes and movables of the clergy and monks were confiscated by the King of England. It then says that the King of England sent a message to Rome promising to make amends in all matters to God, the holy church and to the Lord Pope but he failed to uphold the promise in anyway.
The third paragraph of the extract open in 1209CE, The paragraph starts with the birth of Richard the second son of the King of England and that Henry the Duke of Saxony and the brother of the Emperor Otto arrived in England, the text then goes on to say that the queen was confined at Devizes and that King John ordered that the houses of the bishops who were executors of the interdict be demolished, the woods cut down and the fish ponds destroyed, the paragraph then ends saying that Otto was consecrated as Emperor by Pope Innocent.
The fourth paragraph of the extract opens in 1210CE, The paragraph starts with King John imposing heavy taxes mainly on all religious houses in England which caused discord to arise between the Lord Pope and Emperor Otto. It goes on to say that the King led an army to Ireland where he expelled Hugh De Lacy from Ireland and that he received the surrender of the whole of Ireland. The paragraph then ends saying that William de Braose fled from England and that his wife and son were killed at Windsor castle.

The fifth paragraph of the extract opens in 1211CE, The paragraph starts saying that the Emperor Otto and the King of England were excommunicated from the church and that all bishops and clerks who were active overseas were recalled by a public edict in the Shires, The paragraph then ends saying that John Count of Brienne was crowned King of Jerusalem at Tyre.

The sixth and final paragraph of this extract opens in 1212CE, The paragraph opens saying that the son of the King of Scots was knighted at London and that the King of England found fault with the Cistercian monks because the count of Toulouse had been brought down with there advice and assistance the paragraph then ends saying that he had married King Johns sister Joanna and that the King demanded twenty-two thousand ponds for her loss.

What the content reveals about the interest of the author and his intended audience
The content of this extract are mainly focused around King John of England and his opposition to the Pope Innocent the third and the actions he took against the church in England, the extract mainly paints the King of England in a negative light leading me to view the intended audience to be either members of the church or perhaps the Pope himself and that he could have been using his position as author of this extract to gain favour with members of the church, his portrait of the King of England in a negative light also might suggest that he opposed the Kings actions and decisions. 

Conclusion
In this essay I believe I have analysed this extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum to the best of my ability given the limited scope of the extract with it only giving brief information about the events taking place and that I have analysed all relevant points need for the commentary.

