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Contemporary Challenges – Making a difference
Assignment 2 – Group Presentation
Must be a group presentation with supporting material. Each individual in the group to contribute 2 minute to the presentation and each individual to contribute 1000 words to the supporting materials.
Within the power point, as a group, you must discuss the four most valuable aspects you feel you have come across within this module. Explain what these aspects were, why you think they were valuable and how you can use them in your work or everyday life and how they can help you to make a difference.
Presentation must be recorded with each group member’s 2-minute contribution, and video link to be included in the supporting material, i.e., the Power Point

Below is the link for our group presentation
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/2108843_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/Group%20Presenation.pptx?d=w63f0f7a46cf2420b99b698323a5ba8e3&csf=1&web=1&e=2QMrGN



Notes Slide in presentation
“Human beings are a technological species. We have populated every corner of our globe, landed on the moon, and even sent a robot to an asteroid hurtling through space” (Key, 2019). ​
Our increased demand and reliance for technology is nothing new. Humans have been using technology since the stone age, creating tools from stones and sticks. Fast forward to the 18th century and the Industrial Revolution. It is “considered to be a major turning point in the history of technology. It impacted almost every aspect of daily life, changing the economy, transportation, health, and medicine, and led to many inventions and firsts in history” (Brooks, 2018)​
The twentieth century continued the trend of the industrial revolution with the introduction of electricity to streets, homes, and workplaces. This allowed factories to improve their business by working into the night, mass production and increase in productivity. The latter part of the twentieth century saw the introduction of information technology, electronics, and most recently cyber physical production systems such as robotic systems, medical monitoring equipment and automatic pilot avionics. ​
However, we are now on the verge of a robot revolution. Automation is a term for applications of technology where human input is minimised or not used at all. Past modes of automation have been centered around repetitive manual work, a good example of this would be self-serviced checkouts in supermarkets. There are many benefits to using this technology such as in a space where you could but one or two manned checkouts you could now fit six to eight and you are cutting your outgoings in wages however, these machines do come with negatives they are very expensive to install and maintain with software updates and customers may find them difficult to use and miss the interaction with employees. ​
The advances made within the technology industry even in the last twenty years have been fast. With these advances automation is now increasingly likely to affect the way we all do our jobs. Artificial intelligence is continually growing, not only does it absorb manual work but cognitive and non-routine jobs, especially those thought to be ‘too human’ to be replaced by robots are now under threat. ​
The world will continue to seek out these advances, the twenty first century is being marked as the second machine age. Steve Wozniak, the cofounder of Apple, once said “If we build these devices to take care of everything for us, eventually they’ll think faster than us and they’ll get rid of the slow humans” (Holley, 2015)​
​
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