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Agential Realism

An interdisciplinary approach blending quantum physics and gender performativity, developed by Karen Barad (2003, 2007). This rethinks the separation of natural sciences, social sciences and the humanities.
1. “questions the conceptual validity of the thing as a basic entity” (Govier & Steel 2021, 304)
Following the work of Niels Bohr, things do not have inherently determinate boundaries but come together/emerge from the agency of matter
2. Relational ontology: primary unit of knowledge = phenomena. The relationships between matter as it entangles, works together & co-produces or intra-acts.
“we live in a dynamic world which is constantly in motion, rather than in a world which requires animating agents to initiate action or change . Matter itself is active. In very general terms, matter is considered a becoming, not a property or quality which inheres in things or agents. Matter’s dynamic becoming is of itself agential” (Marshall and Alberti 2014: 26)
3. Questions human representationalism and the separation of the human from the material world. Why are peoples’ symbolic & linguistic depictions of the world prioritized over the physicality of matter?
Cartesian perspectives create an ontological gap between human knowledge & the material/physical world. Agential realism undoes the division between being and knowing.
4. Knowledge production and the agential cut: Does scientific knowledge represent the world as it is or is this knowledge the product of social action? How we know the word depends upon the questions we ask of it and how we measure and observe it; how we are in relationship with the world. It explicitly situates the researcher in the process of research and the knowledge they produce.
There is a causal relationship between scientific apparatus, the researcher and the phenomena (knowledge) produced. At the core of agential realism: responsibility and accountability for knowledge production.
Research is not about studying existing, stable, bounded entities. There is no “real world” out there – how we know the world comes into being through our intra-actions with the world. We are entangled and in relationship with the world through our research agenda (questions, methods, theories, apparatus).


[image: Episode 21: Cyprus and the Khirokitia Culture – Pre-History Podcast]
This is illustrated first by a complete idol, 967 (pls. XCV, CXLIII). The central part of the body is almost quadrangular and the arms are somehow amalgamated with the body. The head, which is here more naturalistically rendered, has a flat back, and the neck is thick and of elliptical section. The nose is rendered plastically and the eyes and mouth by small cavities. The lower part of the body is flat and the legs are distinguished by two vertical grooves, front and back. The left shoulder-blade is decorated with an engraved group of chevrons with point directed downwards. This is probably an indication of clothing. There is an oblique line on the other shoulder-blade, probably the beginning of another group of chevrons left incomplete. There is one engraved line on the top of the head and one on the back, with remains of red pigment. Surface pecked. It is possible that this figure is incomplete. (Dikaios 1953: 297)
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