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Abstract 

The purpose of this dissertation is to establish the police perspective on sex workers in today’s modern society. The objective of this research is to discover if the stigma remains to which police officers treat sex workers as suspects of crime with a zero-tolerance approach or weather, police treat them as vulnerable individuals who are being exploited and require safeguarding. 

Existing research focuses on the sex workers relationship with the police in a negative light and the lack of trust they have with officers and the criminal justice system. It has discovered that there is very little research from the police perspective and how police view and address sex workers in today’s modern society.  To get a clearer view into the police perspective; this research was conducted through an online questionnaire sent out to a range of serving police officers within Gwent and South Wales constabulary. This questionnaire aimed to gather data from both male and female officers, officers with a varied length of service, different ranks and from different departments to get a true reflection on this topic. By conducting online questionnaires with current serving police constables and higher ranked officers it will show their knowledge of what support is available to the sex workers to give them a path away from sex work and harm. By completing questionnaires with serving officers, it will establish if officers are interacting with sex work as part of their daily response duties and recommendations on how officers can better improve their relationships with sex workers.

The data has discovered knowledge gaps within the police where it was believed that sex work in the UK was illegal, which is not the case. This suggests that more clarity is sought around sex work for police to properly understand and investigate crimes surrounding this topic. This research found that the stigma on sex work within the police is diminishing over time and officers are in fact looking at ways in which they can protect and safeguard sex workers for them to complete their employment in a safe environment. Officers stated that they do not disagree with sex work as a form of employment; however, feel that the legislation around it needs to be modernised with the times to properly safeguard the individuals and provide police with clarity around dealing with sex workers and crimes that are linked to it. Officers felt it is important to treat sex workers with respect and dignity and ensure that they are treated in the same professional manner as any other victim of crime. Most officers completing the questionnaire had less than five years’ service and it questioned if this has played a part in the change of police perspective around sex work.

Due to the offences linked to sex work and the risks and dangers that surround this topic this research is important. Officers are attending emergency calls relating to crimes involving sex workers and it is important that their opinions of sex work are not affecting their judgment when dealing with these investigations. 
 
Officers have suggested that the UK needs to implement the same rules and regulations as countries such as Amsterdam where the sex work industry is decriminalised and controlled by the police and health authorities. This prevents sex workers from hiding their employment and placing themselves at risk and allows them to work openly and honestly with the support of the police. 
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Chapter 1.0 - Introduction:

1.1 Background:
This dissertation aims to discover the police perspective of sex work in today’s modern society and if the stigma remains within the police service; whereby ‘sex workers’ are viewed as suspects of crime or are considered as vulnerable victims of exploitation in a much wider criminal culture. 

1.2 Research Rational:
I have chosen this topic as officers are brushing shoulders with sex workers regularly and it highlights several vulnerabilities and risks that sex workers face. Sex work has many ties to criminality such as ‘human trafficking, immigration crime, violence, drug abuse and money laundering; those targeted usually hold an immigration status, economic situation, or other vulnerabilities (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). 

This topic is worth consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it holds history and has been an ongoing issue within communities for many years. Sex work is legal in England and Wales; however, there are many areas within the legislation under (The Sexual Offences Act, 2003) that are criminalised (City of London Police, 2023). 

For years sex workers were classed as the suspects of criminality and their vulnerabilities and risks around ‘prostitution’ were ignored. Over the years there has been a change of focus on the offences linked to sex work and the support that’s available to help them escape this dangerous choice of financial gain. The (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) state that there is clear evidence to suggest that offenders deliberately target those who sell sex as there is a stigma that they believe the females selling sex will not make a positive complaint or report any crimes to the police to investigate.  

There are many incidents in case law where prostitutes have been murdered for their involvement, links to gang violence, and trafficking, resulting in sex workers being brutally murdered for ‘knowing too much’ such as (Dutch Leah,1936). ‘Pimps’ such as (Kassel, 1936) have also come into danger and have been murdered due to their involvement in this topic This only supports how dangerous and how serious this topic is and why it’s such an important topic to review.  

1.3 Aims and objectives:
I aim to understand how this topic is viewed in today’s police constabulary. This research will be conducted through online questionnaires sent electronically to current serving police constables and high ranked officers, with a 50/50 split between male and female officers. By conducting questionnaires with current serving police constables and higher ranked officers it will show the current police perspective on sex workers and their recommendations on how this can be improved achieving the overall objective. 

1.4 Research Structure 
This dissertation will be set out in chapters beginning with the literature review to get a deeper understanding of this topic and existing research. It will then discuss the methodology chosen to carry out the study. Following chapters will analyse the data retried from the methodology used and discuss the findings, limitations and recommendations discovered from the overall research.

1.5 Conclusion
This dissertation aims to establish the police perspective on sex work and what is being done to improve the relationship between the police and sex workers. It will seek to find new ways to improve these relationships by safeguarding them from exploitation. This next chapter will delve deeper into the understanding of sex work and existing research that is available. 
  





Chapter 2.0: Literature review
2.1 Background
Sex work appears to be a term which can make members of society feel uncomfortable and for many years it has been a topic that has been isolated by communities and has been viewed in a negative light (Berthe, 2018). Due to this, sex workers have experienced isolation from their communities, faced exploitation, violence and felt neglected due to their employment leaving them vulnerable and at great risk with very little support (Toubiana and Ruebottom, 2022). 

Berthe, (2018) argues the ‘whore stigma’ is a concept that has been created towards sex workers who are mainly women, who go against the norm and as their employment they sell their bodies for sex. These women complete fantasies for their customers and are believed to carry and transmit sexually transmitted diseases. Berthe, (2018) also argues that the ‘whore stigma’ has created a misconception; where society instantly view the sex worker as an individual with little or no money and that they have experienced a poor education. In argument to this, (Peterson-lyer,1988) states that this is not the full truth and that sex workers can come from higher educated backgrounds, have large amount of money, have families and children of their own that they support through sex work. Sex workers can also have college degrees or are still studying and using sex work to support them through this.

Sex workers are not yet accepted within society with most being viewed as disrespectful and with low morals regardless of the individual; forcing the sex worker to come up with different ideas on how they can conduct their line of work secretly without being isolated or shamed (Berthe, 2018). Toubiana and Ruebottom, (2022) argue that sex work is stigmatized as ‘dirty work’ supporting that sex work is viewed by many as disgusting and shameful due to their line of work involving physical, social, and moral stigma being at the forefront of what they do (Hudson, 2008). In a positive light it is argued that sex workers use this stigmatization to become unified as a group and build positive resilience to deal with this through being secretive or going against society in their beliefs (Hudson, 2008).

Pateman, (1999) argues that feminist view sex work as any other form of employment and states that many women chose sex work as a form of employment due to the ever-expanding ‘sex industry’. Some feminists do not necessarily disagree with sex work and see this as a sole transaction between the sex worker and ‘punter’; however, the concern is that this provides the ‘men’ purchasing sex with power and control (Pateman, 1999).

Pateman, (1999) discusses the contract between sex workers and their ‘punters’ and how this is like any other form of employment contract; however, due to the fact it involves most of the time a ‘woman’s body’ it is believed that due to emotional attachments that goes beyond just the employment contract and could be seen more as ‘slave labour’. In agreement with this (Peterson-lyer,1988) also references members of ‘WHISPER’ ‘Women Hurt in the Systems of Prostitution Engaged in Revolt’ that if sex work is viewed like all other forms of employment, it is only providing the ‘men’ with more power and rights to take control over women’s bodies for sexual gratification. (Peterson-lyer,1988) argues that sex work is dangerous, and women do not enter this voluntarily as each contract they carry out risks their freedom and their lives sex workers are placing themselves at great risk every day on the front line. (Streetlight UK, 2022) argue that sex workers are facing homelessness, violence, sexual abuse, drug use, poverty, debt, and poor education. They argue that the above vulnerabilities create barriers for them to escape the sex work industry and it makes it almost impossible for them to leave. 

Saunders, (2004 p.2007) argues that sex workers are seen as individuals who are going out of their way to take risks and for this reason they are not protected by other members in society and their behaviours are seen as unacceptable and fall below the standards accepted of female femininity. Sex workers are not protected by the public as they are seen to be breaking the rules and therefore, they are ‘asking for it’ when they are at risk of danger or exploitation (Stanko, 1996). This creates the argument in relation to how sex work is viewed within society and how it is considered negatively and how sex workers are instantly viewed in a criminal light due to their employment decisions. Instantly sex workers human rights are viewed differently, and they are treated les inadequate than others due to their employment. 
It is frequently overlooked the reason behind why individuals turn to sex work and individuals are quick to pass judgement on the topic without really understanding the underlying factors behind sex work and what it can involve (Stanko, 1996). 

2.2 The Dangers of Sex Work
Rather than viewing the sex worker as ‘criminal’ its argued that they are vulnerable and at serious risk of being exploited due to the experiences and vulnerabilities they face. Sex workers face violence and place themselves at great risks to make quick money although some do this out of choice a study showed that 89% wanted to escape sex work (Allen, 2021). Allen, (2021) has also discussed a study ‘Prostitution and Trafficking in Nine Countries’ where it was found that 70-95% of the women had been physically assaulted, 60-75% were raped, and 89% told researchers that they urgently wanted to escape their situation. Allen, (2021) argues that even if sex work was considered a respectable employment; it is still a dangerous choice of profession where the chances of being exploited are extremely high.  

Goodyear and Cusick, (2007) argue that at least six sex workers are murdered every year in the UK. At times, the individual feels that they have no other choice but to turn to sex work to make a living and once they are in that cycle, they state it’s almost impossible for them to escape (Allen, 2021). Stigma around sex work was seen in previous case law where five sex workers were found deceased in Ipswich; the media came under the firing line for highlighting them as ‘prostitutes’ it was felt that this was diminishing, and they were criticised for their support towards sex workers (Goodyear, 2007). This case law gave the family’s a voice and the opportunity to humanise the female victims; however, it highlighted the ongoing stereotyping of sex workers and misunderstanding over its complexity, social contact and the diversity in which sex work holds (Goodyear and Cusick, 2007). 

Silbert and Pines, (1981) completed a study of two hundred female ‘street prostitutes’ to which supported the extreme amounts of victimization within sex work. The women recalled occasions where they had experienced physical violence and assaulted by their ‘punters and pimps’. The women also disclosed occasions where they have been raped, where punters have taken advantage of them beyond their original agreements, refusing to pay them, theft, and robbery (Silbert and Pines,1981). Whilst there are numerous means of conducting sex work the most dangerous form of sex work is ‘on-the street sex work’ rather than those behind closed doors (Church et al, 2001). A UK study was conducted through means of a survey that established out of 115 sex workers 81% had experienced violence in comparison to 45 % out of 125 who conduct their employment behind closed doors (Church et al, 2001). Due to this, there is a higher Police presence in ‘on-the street’ sex work that has also been a cause for debate. The stigma remains around sex work not only from the public but also within the Police. Due to this build-up of stereotyping over many years sex workers do not trust the Police and hold little or no confidence in the justice system (Pyett and Warr, 1997).
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Clark, (2023) argues that there has been a severe decline in the number of soliciting offences recorded by the police in England and Wales. This could support that the stigma within the police force is changing and that officers are more aware of soliciting as an offence and are targeting high populated areas. 


2.3 The decriminalisation of sex work
Throughout the years it has become a fast-developing debate regarding the decimalisation of sex work and the Police protecting vulnerable victims of exploitation. In recent research, sex work has been defined by Police as a ‘problem’ where Police are conducted to move sex workers out of an area and have been guilty in the past of ‘naming and shaming’ sex workers; which again supports the stigma of criminalizing sex workers (Thornton, 2003). There has been extensive research to support that sex workers don’t feel they are able to report crimes to Police and sex workers have raised concern that Police do not take their reports seriously and are less likely to believe them due to their line of work; in comparison to women who are non sex workers (Turek, 2022). Peterson-lyer,(1988) also argue that sex workers are powerless when reporting crimes to the Police as the nature of what they are doing falls on the side of criminalisation.  Sex workers are also afraid to disclose information to Police as they are fearful, they will get arrested due to the legislation around sex work and don’t feel that the police view them as victims, and they only focus on the criminal aspect of what they are doing (Peterson-lyer,1988). 

Other research conducted by (Dewey & Germain, 2014) involved conducting interviews with a hundred sex workers in Colorado on their experiences with Police and it’s discovered that they go by ‘it depends on the cop’. Firstly, some sex workers felt targeted by Police as they attend high populated sex work areas. Secondly, they felt they could talk their way out of arrests knowing the correct things to say and not showcase their sex work behaviours. Lastly, it was discovered that some Police abuse their powers by not adhering to their rights and some even sexually victimizing them. This research supports the negative opinions and views on the Police by sex workers and there was only a small amount of sex workers who provided a positive answer; believing that Police are ‘just doing their job’ (Dewey & Germain, 2014 p 256-270).

There are very rarely positives views provided by sex workers on the Police. It is known that in certain policing areas polices have worked hard at building relationships with the induvial sex workers to gather inelegance and tackling other areas of crime (Mathews, 2005). We have progressed through the years; Police are focusing on the theory of sex workers ‘welfare’ is at the forefront of their policing purpose; focusing on ways in which they can protect and support the sex workers. (Jordensen, 2018). This hasn’t always been the case and there is a lot of work to be done to change the opinions of the sex workers for them to feel confident enough to report offences to the Police and communicate openly to keep themselves safe (Medlicott, 2021). Medlicott, 2021 argues that sex workers are afraid to report crimes because they are fearful of being deported, ignored, fined, or evicted. 

There are many factors still associated with sex work that remain criminalized and (Armstrong, 2016) argues that this has an impact on the sex workers safety, wellbeing and human rights and she believes that if the criminalization around sex work should be amended in two important ways. The first being that the Police should have fewer powers of arresting the sex workers and secondly, the sex workers should be empowered through the provision of rights. Armstrong, (2016) also argues that if these changes are made this will increase the safety of sex workers and better their relationship with the Police to offer them protection and lower the risk of them being exploited. 

It is argued that this change will have a positive impact in relation to safe guarding sex workers and ensuring their human rights are met accordingly (Pyett and Warr, 1999); (Day and Ward, 2007); (Goodyear and Cusick, 2007); (Brooks-Gordon, 2008); (Jeffrey and Sullivan, 2009). Vanwesenbeeck, (2017) argues that legislation as it stands is to blame for the stigma around sex work as it focuses on the ‘sex’ rather than the crime element; believing that this focus doesn’t resolve the issues around sex work or provide any form of solution around the problems sex workers face. Raymond, (2003); Farley, (2004) argue that if these changes are implemented then the sex worker will be at a greater risk of being exploited and feels that if the barriers for customers are lowered than they will feel more empowered to take advantage of the sex working creating a greater risk to their safety, wellbeing and overall ‘welfare’. 

Back in 1985 ‘The International Committee for Prostitutes’ was created to restore sex workers human rights and freedoms, and to fight for sex work to be decriminalized (Peterson-lyer,1988). However, this is still not the case and there is still a large amount of criminalisation that surrounds sex work. At present New Zealand is one of the fewer countries in the world where sex work has been decriminalized. The belief around decriminalization is that sex work has no legislation around it only in the aspect of employment law. Abel, Fitzgerald, Healy, & Taylor, (2010.p39) argue that if sex work is viewed solely as ‘work’ like any other employment this would change the stigma on sex work its self. Legislation in the UK hasn’t progressed dramatically over the years and even back when The Wolfden Report, (1959) was released and followed by the Sexual Offences Act, (1959) this still drove the legislation to protect communities from sex work. Hubbard, (2006) argued that it was not the laws’ purpose to involve itself with individual’s lives or to control their behaviours. This supports that there has been an ongoing debate around the criminalization of sex work, and this is still an ongoing argument. Scambler and Scambler, (1997) argue that the decriminalization of sex work should involve legislation that is specific to a particular line of work, which will pave the way for workers and remove the stigma by bringing sex work into the mainstream of society. This will allow sex workers to have rights and become basic citizens of their communities.

2.4 Summary
The aim of this dissertation is to delve deeper into a Police perspective on sex workers today. There is a large amount of research regarding the sex worker. However, from current outstanding research there is much less on the Police perspective and how they view sex work and as this is the root cause of change it’s an important focus. Jordensen, (2018) also agrees that there is little literature regarding the Police perspective on prostitution considering Police are brushing shoulders with punters, drug dealers, drug users, ‘prostitutes’ and many other offenders daily; he agrees that this is a problem due to how much of an impact Police influence the legislation around sex work. Jordensen, (2018) also argues that our behaviours are influenced by our perceptions which supports this topic as the Police perspective can hinder the way in which they behave towards sex workers. Jordensen, (2018) has conducted a similar study to understand this and in recent studies it’s been seen that younger Police officers are more for decriminalizing sex work than older and longer serving officers and its believed this may be due to a different generation Wilson.G.P, (1985, p.22-29). This dissertation aims to test this in a similar format; where questionnaires will be sent to Police officers to expand on this information gathering in relation to Police views on sex work. Without trust in the Police and building relationships with sex workers we will never move forward improving human rights and the safety of sex workers, and the stigma of sex work will always remain.

										       					         






















Chapter 3: Methodology
3.1 Introduction
The objective of this research is to determine if the stigma of ‘sex work’ remains or if it has changed within the Police over recent years; from viewing sex work as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where sex workers are now viewed as ‘vulnerable victims’ exposed to being exploited. 

There has been a large amount of research into the perspective of the ‘Sex Worker’ and their relationship with police officers. However, as shown in the literature review, there has been very little research done from a 'Police perspective'. Wolf, (2019) argues that police officers are mostly seen in a negative light regarding sex workers yet there’s very little research around why this might be from the police officers that are working the front line and dealing directly with sex workers and the crimes linked around it (Jordensen, 2018). This research sets out to understand police officers thoughts around sex work to determine if officers are actively attempting to support sex workers when they are victims of crime or if the stigma of sex work is still clouding their judgement and the way they respond to these types of calls. 

3.2 Research Strategy
To conduct my own research into this topic, I have chosen the format of an online questionnaire. I have chosen this method as police officers face heavy workloads and high demands; this method would be the least time consuming for them and that they would have easy access to it on any of their devices. Write, (2017) agrees that the use of online questionnaires is much easier, time saving, more modernised, continuously evolving, and popular with the younger generation. Police officers can complete the online questionnaire wherever they are, at any time, when practicable to do so. Police officers may not have the time to sit and complete a handwritten questionnaire; however, they may be able to complete one online whilst conducting a hospital watch or a 1-2-1 at custody, if able to do so. The online questionnaire opens the possibilities of more police officers successfully completing the questionnaire and providing greater sample and findings. The online questionnaire is a fast and easy way of including open questions with free format answers and closed questions, such as multiple choice and number rated questions. It will enable me to send the questionnaires to individuals of all distances and departments and it will only take them approximately five minutes to complete. Lefever et al, (2007) also agree that the online questionnaires are a good form of methodology due to its time efficiency and how it enables the research to target a larger audience of all distances. I wanted to ensure the questions were not exhausting where the individual would lose interest after a couple of minutes, and I have kept them short and simple to keep officers engaged. 

3.3 Data Collection
I intend on sampling a total of 100 front line police officers ensuring a 50/50 split in gender, which will contribute to my results to see if the answers vary from male and female officers. I have also included samples of different ranked officers and officers with different lengths of service to see if this has any impact on the findings. Higher ranked officers tend to have greater years’ service within the police, and I wanted to see if this impacted the findings in comparison to newer officers. Officers can complete the online questionnaire remaining anonymous and well informed that their data will only be collected for the purpose of this research.

3.4 Data Analysis
My focus will be on quantitative and qualitative methods; whilst remaining easy, simple, and straight forward to complete. The qualitative methods I will use to ensure a larger response keeping the questionnaire simple and straight forward. VanderStoep (2008) agrees and states that qualitive methods provide a better chance of getting an accurate sample and will better reflect the overall participants. Carbonaro and Bainbridge (2000) also agree with this way of questionnaire and state that it is crucial for the questionnaires to be created in a simple format ensuring that it’s easy for the individuals to complete. I will include multiple choice questions and number rated questions to begin with and I will end it with qualitative methods which is a more detailed way of question to finish the survey to avoid them losing interest at the beginning. As quantitative methods are closed questions, I will gather officers’ feelings, insights and experiences by quantitative methods which will provide a more in depth result as supported by (Quinlan, 2023). 


3.5 Limitations and Potential problems
I have considered potential limitations with the method of an online questionnaire; this can be where certain software systems available are costly for smaller research samples. I have ensured that the online questionnaire format is free of charge and still provides a wide enough sample. Hayslett and Wildemuth, (2004) have also identified this a problem and note that it can result in financial hardship for some small researchers as the software providers aim to make a profit by setting out limitations. Police officers face stressful workloads, high demands and not all officers are able to complete the questionnaires. This may impact the 50/50 split in genders which may affect the research to determine if the stigma of sex work is gendered; however, I will ensure that the questionnaire is sent out on all policing platforms to avoid this.  In addition to this, higher ranked officers may also struggle to complete the survey which again will have an overall impact on my findings.

I have considered that individuals may experience difficulties gaining access to the research and I have ensured the use of a software that enables the online questionnaire to be used on all devices. However, this isn’t to say that some may still struggle to gain access and may affect the sample size and diversity of the findings. Hayslett and Wildemuth, (2004) have considered this as a problem stating that individuals may experience difficulties with the software making the responses, they provide harder to understand. I have also considered the topic of my questionnaire to be sensitive or uncomfortable to which some individuals may not want to provide their opinions due to the nature of sex work, which again may impact the overall findings. 

3.6 Summary
This overall research methodology should provide a straightforward and interesting result to analyse the police perspective on sex work. The findings will provide an in-depth understanding around why the stigma between sex workers and police officers remains or how if it has changed. 
                 


Chapter 4.0 – Data Analysis and Findings 
4.1 Introduction
This chapter will analyse data collected from my selected methodology of an online questionnaire and establish if the data has met the objective of this dissertation. I will analyse the results to establish if the stigma of sex work has changed within the police and establish the police perspective on sex workers in today’s society. I will also analyse suggestions made by the police on how they can improve their relationship with sex workers to prevent them from being exploited and ways in which they can safeguard them as vulnerable victims of crime.   

4.2 Data Analysis
Before proceeding to examine my findings, I will analyse the data collected from the online questionnaire including both qualitative and quantitative data whilst focusing on my research objectives. By analysing the data collected it will enable a systematic approach of evaluating the data and providing a recap on the information in general (Responsible Conduct of Research, 2005). Shamoo and Resnik, (2003 p.46) state that various analytic procedures “provide a way of drawing inductive inferences from data and distinguishing the signal (the phenomenon of interest) from the noise (statistical fluctuations) present in the data”.

4.3 Method for Analysis
The online questionnaire was created using Google Forms as this was a free and simple way of sending the questionnaire out unanimously. The questionnaire would only take approximately ten minutes to complete, and it was stated that all officer identities would remain anonymous.  The questionnaire was sent expeditiously and to a broad variety of police officers and staff and received a total of 64 responses. My original aim was to receive 100 responses; however, as predicted police officers are extremely busy and struggle to find the time to complete additional tasks on top of their daily priorities. Although there were only 64 responses; under participants questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 this included 40.6% female and 56.3% male participants ranging from 53.1% of participants being police constables and others ranging from police staff, PCSO and high ranked officers. Participants were from both Gwent Police and South Wales Police and included a length of service of between 0-20 years. The objective is to establish if the stigma of sex work has diminished over recent years ; however, this data may have an impact on the findings due to 45.2% of participants having under 5 years’ service. A blank copy of this questionnaire has been attached under Appendix A of this dissertation. 

4.4 Analysis of Qualitative and Quantitative Data from the Online Questionnaire 
To sanitise and simplify the data collected, I have used pie charts to display the quantitative data and a word cloud generator to display qualitative findings. This has enabled me to recognise trends in officers’ thoughts, suggestions, and experiences around the stigma of sex work today and compare them to outstanding research.

4.5 Theme one – ‘Is sex work currently legal in the UK?’
Theme one established that having asked under Q6 if sex work is currently legal in the UK 60.3% stated that it was not and only 38.1% select the correct answer that yes, it is. This indicates that there is a knowledge gap in this topic suggesting further research may be required to establish if this is an impact factor on the relationship between Sex Workers and the police. 
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4.6 Theme two – ‘Examples of when officers have interacted with Sex Workers’
Over half of the sample stated in Q10 that they had encountered a sex worker within their response duties; supporting that sex work is something that police are brushing shoulders with regularly. Theme two was shown under Q11; where most officers had dealt with sex workers as victims of crime and very few had dealt with them as offenders. From officers’ experiences with sex workers, Q18 has shown that 81% believe that sex workers are being exploited and are placing themselves in high-risk circumstances supporting (Silbert and Pines,1981) argument that sex work is a dangerous industry. In Q8 71% of the sample agreed that sex work is gendered and in Q9 85.9% believed that sex work was mostly females with male clients supporting (Berthe, 2018) that this industry sex work is predominantly conducted by female sex workers. With 56.3% participants being male, this could have impacted the findings due to male and female officers having different experiences with sex workers. Male officers may feel uncovertebral in certain situations with sex workers and has potentially impacted the findings as in some questions they didn’t not wish to answer. 

Below are key words collected from the qualitive data which demonstrates the type of criminal offences that are associated with sex workers.
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Figure 4.5 - Key words used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)


The words used by officers reflect on the type of interactions they have experienced with sex workers and what offences they have disclosed. The words used support the risks involved with sex work and potential ways on how they are being exploited. 

4.7 Theme three ‘Should Sex work be decriminalised?’
In Q23 41.3% believed that sex work should be decriminalised with only 27% arguing that it should not with the vast majority stating that the suspects are the ones facilitating the sex work not the sex workers themselves. This supports Jordensen, (2018) that the serving officers of today’s communities are for the decriminalisation of Sex Work in its entirety. Suggestions of a recurring theme have been discovered that participants believed that sex work should be decriminalised, and that there should be a more controlled and monitored environment making it a safe place for them to work supporting Armstrong, (2016). References to legalisation and policies set in place in Amsterdam around a controlled ‘Sex Working environment’ were also raised. In addition to this, suggestions were made around modernised legalisation for it to reflect today’s society supporting Vanwesenbeeck, (2017), Hubbard, (2006) and Scambler and Scambler, (1997). Participants disagreed with the above and agreed with Raymond, (2003); Farley, (2004) stating that regardless of Sex work being decriminalised it will always have ties with other offences and always be a dangerous form of employment. 
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   Google Form Questionnaire, (2023)




4.8 Theme four: As a Police Officer how would you build trust with 'Sex Workers' on the front line? 
Officers have provided key suggestions on how they feel police could build trust with sex workers, and a common trend was through ‘engagement’. The suggestions displayed below support positive interactions with sex workers and the importance of the sensitivity around this topic. The findings go against Pyett and Warr, (1997) suggesting that police would be fair and non-judgmental when dealing with Sex Workers supporting that they want to build relationships with them to keep them safe. The data argues Peterson-lyer, (1988) point that police only view sex workers as criminals, as it suggests that police are focusing on the sex workers welfare and are attempting to treat them with respect and as victims of crime. 
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Figure 4.7 - Key suggestions used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)





4.9 Theme Five: ‘What changes can be made regarding the criminality of Sex Work?’ 
As seen in Q14 and Q16 data supports that the police are knowledgeable around the offences linked to sex work and the offences that make them vulnerable. However, Q17 has discovered that 23.4% of participants did not know what support was available to Sex Workers. This suggests that there is a potential knowledge gap in what support is available for sex works which could impact the influence have when attending incidents involving sex workers. Further research into this area is required to establish if this impacts the relationship between police and sex workers. 

Below is a display of key words provided from the data on recommendations that the police feel that could be made regarding the criminality of Sex Work.
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Figure 4.8 - Key suggestions used by participants. Free word cloud generator, (2023)


4.10 Matrix Analysis of Qualitative Data from Online Questionnaires 
A full matrix analysis of the online questionnaire findings can be found at Appendix B of this dissertation. 


4.11 Conclusion

The method of the online questionnaire has successfully provided findings around the police perspective of sex workers. This draws to the final chapter of this dissertation where I will discuss potential implications and recommendations around improving the relationships between the police and sex workers. It will recommend ways in which we can better protect sex workers from exploitation and aim to answer the main objective of; has the stigma has diminished over recent years between the police and sex workers. 
       



























Chapter Five: Results and Findings 

5.1 Introduction 
This chapter will discuss key findings behind the stigma of sex work within the Police and if this has changed over recent years, focusing on the police perspective and their current relationships with sex workers. 

The questionnaire has shown that officers are encountering incidents involving sex workers in their response duties and view sex workers as vulnerable individuals placing themselves at great risks and subject to crime. 47.6% of officers agree with sex work as a form of employment and feel a safer environment is needed; enabling police to safeguard them and deal with crimes around sex work. Officers argue that sex workers are driven into secrecy to conduct their employment making it harder for police to build relationships and trust within the industry. 

Officers agree with the (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) that the police should be focusing on the individuals who are exploiting them such as PIMPS and Organized Crime Groups. This would allow police to support sex workers and work alongside third-party agencies; whilst protecting them from perpetrators who are controlling the sex workers. The majority of participants made recommendations on how police can improve their relationships with sex workers; however, this is still a sensitive topic where some officers may not feel they can express their true feelings which could have played an impact on some of the results. Due to an uneven split of responses from male and female officers the research was unable to identify if gender impacts the stigma on sex workers. With 56.3% of participants being male officers this may have impacted the findings due to most sex workers being female; further research would be required to delve deeper into this area. Some male officers raised that that they feel female officers would be better suited to engage with sex workers for them to feel more at ease and open to talk about sensitive and private matters. 

This research has found that there are knowledge gaps within the police. Offices are not fully aware of the legislation and guidance behind sex work and linked offences. This isn’t necessarily down the police and more so due to the dated legislation. It has been recommended that new legislation is formulated where clearer guidance is provided to the police. This is an area that would benefit further research to look at ways in which this can be improved. 

5.2 Recommendation One: building trust between police and ‘Sex Workers’
To build trust between the police and sex workers recommendations have been made that continuity is required when engaging with sex workers. This should provide them with a single point of contact where they are able to build trust and repour with an individual officer. Relationships between police and sex workers should be completed outside of a police station, with a female officer in plain clothing enabling sex workers to speak openly about their problems and enable them to report crimes in confidence. Officers feel that these suggestions will make the sex workers feel supported as victims rather than a suspects of crime. 

The researcher tested this recommendation in a live policing operation on a large-scale organised crime group warrant. The warrant involved human trafficking, class A drugs, and firearm offences. Due to the risks involved both JFU and CTU were present along with unarmed officers and other supporting units such as CID, PPU and SOCU. This supported the serious risks and dangers linked to sex work at present. Sex workers were approached by plain uniformed female officers, in unmarked vehicles and taken to a place of safety; allowing them to speak openly and freely with staff members from the public protection unit. The suspects soliciting these offences were arrested by uniformed police officers and conveyed to custody in full marked police vehicles. Sex workers were not treated as suspects of crime and police focused on the individuals as victims of exploitation. It was still apparent that sex workers will still withhold information from the police to prevent criminalizing themselves, which could affect future progression. One sex worker stated that she felt she could not engage with the police due to the repercussions she may face in the future; suggesting there is still a form of secrecy within the industry causing a barrier between police and sex workers. This is discussed further in appendix D.

5.3 Recommendation Two: Providing a controlled environment like that of the ‘Red Light District’ 
Recommendations have been made that the UK take the same approach as the ‘Red Light District’ in Amsterdam where sex work in its entirety is legal; however, in a controlled environment as some officers stated a monitored market making the sex worker less acceptable to coercion, abuse and exploitation. Most officers feel that this approach would keep the sex worker safe without judgment or prejudice. This would enable a more controlled environment which would enable the police to deal with crime involved with sex work more efficiently. Officers agree with (Weitzer,2014) and feel that this would remove ‘street sex zones’ and provide a safer platform for the sex workers to conduct their employment. Willems, (2009) argues that the red-light district has not only improved working conditions for sex workers, reduced involved in organised crime groups, reduced public nuisances, and limited sex work to a single location. These are all objectives highlighted by officers in the questionnaire, who feel that if the UK conducted the same approach, it would be overall beneficial for the relationship between police and sex workers. 

5.4 Conclusion 
This chapter has demonstrated that we have come a long way from previous incidents where police officers were criminalising sex workers and over half the sample agree with sex work as a form of employment and would support a loved one if they chose this as a career. This would suggest that the stigma is gradually diminishing and that officers are beginning to view sex work differently. The results may reflect the newer and younger generation of officers due to the heavy turnaround of staff in response roles; with the older generation in alternative roles within the police or now retired and a more extensive research process could delve deeper into this to establish if this is reason behind the change of perspective. 

Officers are less judgmental on the employment factor and aim to safeguard the sex workers from crime; however, feel legislation is currently preventing any kind of progression or improvement to help the police adapt.  Officers view the sex worker as a victim, they understand the seriousness and offences involved. Officers want to respect sex workers and want to help make it safe for them with 46% of them stating they consider themselves impartial and with 82% of participants stating they would not allow the sex worker element to affect their professionalism when investigating crimes linked to this topic. Officers stated they would not let the sex worker title cloud their judgment when dealing with victims and potentially believe that offences against Sex workers should have an aggravating factor. 

Little research has been done around the police perspective around sex work and more focus has been made on the negativity between the police and sex workers and how they feel they can’t trust or report crimes to the police. This study is important as the way officers view sex workers effects their decision making on applying the law when responding to incidents (Jorgensen, 2018). Jorgensen, 2018 agrees with the importance of this research and found that only one other small study had been conducted by (Wilson et al, 1985) around officers’ attitudes to sex work.  Wilson et al, (1985) found that younger officers were more accepting towards sex work as a form of employment and argued this was due to them coming from a more liberal background. In disagreement with Wilson et al, (1985) more experienced officers gave detailed suggestions on how relationships between the Police and sex workers could be improved positively. Whereas younger serving officers had fewer suggestions which could be due to their lack of experience when dealing with sex workers.  

This dissertation has identified issues within the legislation around sex work. Recommendations have been provided on how to build police relationships with sex workers and it has highlighted areas which require further research within this topic. Without changes being implemented within this area such as the Amsterdam model, it is believed relationships between the police and sex workers will struggle to progress.
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Appendix C – Data Coding 
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Appendix D – Further evidence and research 
The researcher volunteered to be part of a large policing operation involving a dangerous organised crime group. The researcher’s role in this operation was to meet vulnerable ‘Sex Workers’ at the scene and transport them to a place of safety, where they were able to speak openly and honestly with members of the PPU – Public Protection Unit. The researcher was specifically asked to wear plain clothing to step away from a uniformed officer and was provided with an unmarked vehicle. 

This operation was well organised and there was sufficient intel to suggest that sex workers were being exploited as part of the large organise crime group. In addition to this, there were also concerns of, firearms, drugs, and human trafficking. All crimes that have been previously discussed in this dissertation; supporting the dangers sex workers are associated with.  

Once the warrant had been executed, the researcher was contacted to convey vulnerable sex workers from the scene and transport them to a nearby place of safety. The reason for a plain clothed operation was to ensure the women felt safe and not treated as suspects of crime. The plain clothing provided a softer approach and the use of an unmarked vehicle added to this evidence that Police are trying to do everything in their power to separate sex workers as victims of exploitation. The women were vulnerable and clearly unkept, underfed and appeared to be relived and thankful for being given a place of safety. The researcher was accompanied by a staff member from the PPU unit when conveying the sex workers to ensure they had a familiar face and a single point of contact providing them with a sense of security and comfort. Once the sex workers were conveyed to the place of safety police officers were not allowed past the entrance ensuring once again that the sex workers were kept separate from any kind of police action. 

This approach supports the stigma has changed within the police from viewing the Sex worker as a suspect of crime and experienced first-hand that Police are now treated the sex workers a vulnerable victim of exploitation. Police are trying to build relationships with sex workers and have positive engagements with them and this is evidence by this policing operation. This needs to continue in future encounters with sex workers for this to progress and relationships to grow stronger between the police and sex workers. 

The researcher had previously encountered one of the sex workers withing their daily response duties; however, when the sex worker recognised the individual as a plain clothed officer, she was more willing to engage and open to discussion. It could be argued that the regular police officer ‘bobbie on the beat’ may still find it difficult to build relationships with Sex works in comparison to a plain clothed officer. This is something that could be considered in the future to better engage with sex workers on the front line.  
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APPLICATION FOR ETHICAL APPROVAL

In order for research to result in benefit and minimise risk of harm, it must be conducted ethically. A researcher may not be covered by the University’s insurance if ethical approval has not been obtained prior to commencement.

The University follows the OECD Frascati manual definition of research activity: “creative work undertaken on a systematic basis in order to increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications”. As such this covers activities undertaken by members of staff, postgraduate research students, and both taught postgraduate and undergraduate students working on dissertations/projects.

The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.

Ethical approval is not required for routine audits, performance reviews, quality assurance studies, testing within normal educational requirements, and literary or artistic criticism.

Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.

This form must be completed and approved prior to undertaking any research activity. Please see Checklist for details of process for different categories of application.  

Delete the Guidance Notes at the end of the form BEFORE submitting your application


SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	Full Name:
	Jade Butterworth

	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
	☐
	Honorary research fellow:
	☐

	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
	☐


	Institute/Academic Discipline/Centre:
	IMH

	Campus:
	Swansea


	E-mail address:
	
2024358@student.uwtsd.ac.uk

	Contact Telephone Number:
	


	For students:

	Student Number:
	2024358

	Programme of Study:
	BSc (hons) professional Policing Practice

	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	Stephanie Brown






SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
(please check the Guidance Notes as to the appropriate approval process for different levels of research by different categories of individual)
	YES
	☒	NO
	☐
	
	Date

	If Yes, please indicate source of approval (and date where known): Approval in principle must be obtained from the relevant source prior to seeking ethical approval
	Research Degrees Committee
	☐	

	
	Institute Research Committee
	☐	

	
	Other Jane Thomas

	☒	



SECTION C:  Internal and External Ethical Guidance Materials
	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.

	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice

	☒
	
UWTSD Research Data Management Policy
	☒

	

	☐



SECTION D: External Collaborative Research Activity
	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	
If Yes, please provide the name of the external organisation and name and contact details for the main contact person and confirmation this person has consented to their personal data being shared.as part of this collaboration.

	Institution
	


	Contact person name
	


	Contact person e-mail address

	

	Has this individual consented to sharing their details on this form?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you in receipt of a KESS scholarship?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is your research externally funded
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Are you specifically employed to undertake this research in either a paid or voluntary capacity?
	Voluntary
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
	Employed
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Is the research being undertaken within an existing UWTSD Athrofa Professional Learning Partnership (APLP)
	If YES then the permission question below does not need to be answered.
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	Permission to undertake the research has been provided by the partner organisation
	(If YES attach copy)
If NO the application cannot continue
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐




Where research activity is carried out in collaboration with an external organisation
	Does this organisation have its own ethics approval system?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☐

	
If Yes, please attach a copy of any final approval (or interim approval) from the organisation




SECTION E: Details of Research Activity
	Indicative title:
	

	Proposed start date:
	27/02/2023

	Proposed end date:
	09/10/2023


	Introduction to the Research (maximum 300 words)
Ensure that you write for a Non-Specialist Audience when outlining your response to the three points below:
· [bookmark: _Hlk128137963]Purpose of Research Activity
· Proposed Research Question
· Aims of Research Activity
· Objectives of Research Activity
Demonstrate, briefly, how Existing Research has informed the proposed activity and explain
· What the research activity will add to the body of knowledge 
· How it addresses an area of importance. 

	Purpose of Research Activity

The purpose of the research activity is in order to review the current views of police constables on the exploitation of prostitution and if this has changed with legislation over the years. It will also review if the way in which police officers view the exploitation on prostitution and if this impacts the vulnerable sex workers confiding in the police and supporting prosecution. If prostitutes held trust in the police would this open doors into other criminal activity within the communities that are linked to prostitution. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research Question

Has the stigma of prostitution changed over the years from viewing the ‘sex worker’ as a form of criminality or if this has shifted were ‘sex worker’ is viewed as a vulnerable victim that is being exploited. What changes can be made in regard to the criminality linked to prostitution and what support can be implemented to safeguard the ‘sex workers?’

(this box should expand as you type)

	Aims of Research Activity

The aims of research:

· To compare the views on the exploitation of prostitution and to review if this has changed over the years or does the stigma remain.
· What support is currently provided to prostitutes and how this can be improved 
· How the police could improve on their trust with the sex workers enhancing their decisions to report criminal offences to police and providing positive statements. The way the police work with sex workers and the support they provide may help police support and safeguard them and enable police to detect links to other criminal activity. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Objectives of Research Activity

· Review legislation and how this has changed over the years. 
· Review case law and how this has impacted legislation over the years
· Review the background of how the ‘sex workers’ have chosen this as a career (adverse childhood experiences, mental health, homelessness, drug addiction, out of choice and freedom of their own bodies)
· Understand the support available for prostitutes on the front line both from a police aspect and support agencies. 
· Understand the serious criminal offences linked to the exploitation of prostitution
· The importance of police building trust and relationships with the sex workers and how this will impact higher reports of crime and higher detection rates of serious criminal offences linked with the exploitation in prostitution. 
· What operations and objectives the police currently have in order to build trust and support working girls on the front line and what can be improved or implements to strengthen this. 

	Proposed methods (maximum 600 words)
Provide a brief summary of all the methods that may be used in the research activity, making it clear what specific techniques may be used. If methods other than those listed in this section are deemed appropriate later, additional ethical approval for those methods will be needed.

	
· Questionnaires/Surveys issues electronically to officers in both GWP and SWP, officers of higher ranks and specialist units such as the public protection unit. 
· Informal interviews – with staff members in support agencies to get a closer understanding behind the exploitation of prostitution without speaking to the vulnerable female sex workers directly. 

(this box should expand as you type)




	Location of research activity
Identify all locations where research activity will take place.

	
This research activity will mainly take place in the NEWPORT, WALES area. It will involve officers of different ranks and departments from Gwent Police and South Wales police to get a wide verity of research around this topic.

I will also be carrying out research within the NEWPORT area by contacting support groups around this topic. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	Research activity outside of the UK

If research activity will take place overseas, you are responsible for ensuring that local ethical considerations are complied with and that the relevant permissions are sought. Specify any local guidelines (e.g. from local professional associations/learned societies/universities) that exist and whether these involve any ethical stipulations beyond those usual in the UK (provide details of any licenses or permissions required). Also specify whether there are any specific ethical issues raised by the local context in which the research activity is taking place, for example, particular cultural and/or legal sensitivities or vulnerabilities of participants.

	
Although this topic has its importance in countries all around the world; this research activity will only be taking place inside of the UK.

(this box should expand as you type)

	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
	☒

	
	YES
	☐

	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.



(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION F: Scope of Research Activity
	Will the research activity include:
	
YES
	
NO

	Use of a questionnaire or similar research instrument?
	☒
	☐

	Use of interviews?
	☒
	☐

	Use of diaries?
	☐
	☒

	Participant observation with their knowledge?
	☐
	☐

	Participant observation without their knowledge?
	☐
	☐

	Use of video or audio recording?
	☐
	☐

	Access to personal or confidential information without the participants’ specific consent?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any questions, test stimuli, presentation that may be experienced as physically, mentally or emotionally harmful / offensive?
	☐
	☒

	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
	☐
	☒

	Investigation of participants involved in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
	☐
	☒

	Working with live vertebrate animals?
	☐
	☒

	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
For example, ‘focus groups’. Please indicate the type of data collection method(s) in this box and tick the accompany box.
	☐
	☐


	Details of any other primary data collection method:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 



SECTION G: Intended Participants
	Who are the intended participants:
	
YES
	
NO

	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
	☐

	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
	☒

	Children and Young People under the age of 18? (Consent from Parent, Carer or Guardian will be required)
	☐
	☒

	Prisoners?
	☐
	☒

	Young offenders?
	☐
	☒

	Those who could be considered to have a particularly dependent relationship with the investigator or a gatekeeper?
	☐
	☒

	People engaged in illegal activities?
	☐
	☒

	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☐


	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	How many participants are expected?

	
Approximately 100 individuals 50 males and 50 females – they will be recruited via an online questionnaire/survey sent through email. 

Interviews will be conducted with individual officers from the Public Protection Unit to discuss how Police support the working girls on the front line and how this has changed. In addition to this they will be able to provide details on what operations are currently on going with in the police and what are we doing to help. 

Interviews will also be attempted with workers from the support agencies on their first-hand experiences and to explain what current support is out there for the working girls and if this is sufficient or this an area that needs focus. 



	Who will the participants be?

	Police Constables and officer of higher rank both in Gwent Police and South Wales Police. 

Police staff in specialist units – Public Protection Units 

Staff members at support Groups that offer support to working girls on the front line. 


	How will you identify the participants?
	
The online questionnaire/survey will be completed at random ensuring an equal split between male and female. 







	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	


(this box should expand as you type)



	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	


(this box should expand as you type)





SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	No
	☒

	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	Risk to Participant:

This research will ensure that it adheres to all ethical aspects and that there is no risk to participants within this review. 

Participants will not be asked person questions and vulnerable victims will not be spoken to.
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant

· Ensure over 18 years of age.
· Identities will be kept anonymous such age name, dob, address and any contact information. 
· Consent will be sought. 
· Reassured that the information sought it solely for the purpose of the research and will not be used for any other reason. 
· Reassured that the information will be destroyed once the review/research has been completed. 
· That there is an equal 50/50 split between male and females 
· That the research is open to all ranks with in the police force and therefore this will be kept confidential. 


	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
This research will not be engaging with the vulnerable females directly and therefore this should not apply. 



	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	Risk to Investigator:

No risk to the investigator 



	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:





	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	Risk to University:

No risk to the University 

	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:






	Disclosure and Barring Service

	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐





SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
Feedback will be provided by a line manager who will discuss the feedback after submission. 


	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
Consent will be obtained via email/electronic means (along with the questionnaire/survey) to ensure participants approve of taking part ensuring that this is approved by the Ethic Committee.

I will ensure that all participants are provided with sufficient and detail information explaining what the research involves and why it’s being completed for them to make their own informed decision around taking part.

I will ensure the participants are fully informed on what is required from them and what is required from them before they decide to participate, and I will ensure there a written consent from before completion. 


	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
I will ensure that all participants confidentially and anonymity is always kept, throughout this research. 

I will ensure that privacy is kept on all documentation and password protected where no other person can gain access to the information. To ensure participants will not be required to provide personal sensitive information. 






SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	NO

	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
No

	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	


(this box should expand as you type)

	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	Private company computers?
	☒
	☐

	Home or other personal computers?
	☐
	☒

	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
Information will be kept on my work laptop which is password protected. I will not be requesting personal details via the questionnaires/surveys and will ensure that this is anonymous. 

	All Data Storage

	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	Use of data management system?
	☐
	☒

	Data archiving?
	☐
	☒

	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	


Myself 

	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	

Only myself 

	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
All collated information will be kept secure in a password protected electronic file for the sole purpose of this dissertation. The information will be kept securely on my work laptop which is password protected and mobility secured. Once the dissertation has been completed and marked all information will be cleared and no longer stored. 


	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
Data will not be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository.


	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐

	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	Signature of applicant:
	Jade Butterworth 
	Date:
26/02/2023




For STUDENT Submissions:
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☐
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration






	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.



STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.

This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 



Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   



Appendix F – Research Proposal 

[bookmark: _Toc303070346]
[image: ]

	
UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
(1000 Words)

Which project option are you taking?

8,000 word project   

	NAME: Jade Butterworth

	STUDENT ID No: 2024358

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Has the stigma of sex work changed in the Police over the years from viewing sex work as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where sex workers are now viewed as a ‘vulnerable victim’ exposed to being exploited. What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution and what support can be implemented to safeguard the sex workers at risk of being exploited?

INTRODUCTION:

Over the years the opinions and legislation around sex work has changed on the front line and this research is set to discover if the stigma remains around sex work being a crime or if the working females ‘prostitutes’ are now considered as vulnerable victims of exploitation in a much wider criminal culture. 

I have chosen this topic as this impacts the front line and highlights several vulnerabilities and risks that prostitutes face daily. Prostitution also has many ties to other forms of criminality such as ‘human trafficking, immigration crime, violence, drug abuse and money laundering. Those targeted are usually hold an immigration status, economic situation, or other vulnerabilities (The Crown Prosecution Service, 2022). Other offences include forced drugs, sexual offences such as rape and sexual touching, physical violence, theft, domestic abuse and coercive and controlling behaviour. 
There are many incidents in case law where prostitutes have been murdered for their involvement and links to gang violence and trafficking resulting in sex workers being brutally murdered for ‘knowing too much’ such as (Dutch Leah,1936). There has been previous incidents were the males involved such as ‘Pimps’ have also come into danger and have been murdered due to their involvement in this topic. This only supports how dangerous and how serious this topic is and why it’s such an important topic to review.  
Sex workers are placing themselves at great risk every day on the front line and we must ask, ‘why is this?’. As stated by (Streetlight UK, 2022) sex workers are facing ‘homelessness, violence at home, runaways, sexual abuse, drug use, time in care, poverty debt and poor education.’ They also believe that the above vulnerabilities also create barriers for them to escape the sex work industry and it makes it very difficult for them to exit.’

Sex workers also suffer from mental health including anxiety and depression including being dependant on drugs as stated that they use as a coping mechanism to for fill their employment. (Streetlight UK, 2022) also support this and believe that sex work leads to ‘drug abuse along with dissociative disorders, anxiety disorders, sleeping disorders, depression, self-harm, eating disorders and obsessive-compulsive disorders.’ (Streetlight UK, 2022) have discovered that almost 76% of sex workers suffer with post-traumatic stress disorders and that 9 out of 10 sex works want to leave ‘prostitution’ totalling 90% of an estimated 105,000 individuals within the sex work industry and most of them being women’. 

(Allen, 2021) has also discussed a study ‘Prostitution and Trafficking in Nine Countries’ where it was ‘found that 70-95% of the women had been physically assaulted, 60-75% were raped, and 89% told researchers that they urgently wanted to escape their situation’. (Allen,2021) also stated that even if the sex workers lived in was more accepting of sex work it was still a dangerous choice of profession where the chances of being exploited were extremely high.  

A difficulty that the police face when dealing with prostitution is where the prostitutes are being sexually exploited and harmed and when police are involved its perceived that they don’t hold credibility, or they are too frightened to support prosecution. (Medlicott, 2021) a freelance journalist spoke directly to a sex worker from central London who stated that ‘Most sex workers are afraid to report crimes such as violence, pimping, robberies because they are fearful of being deported, ignored, fined or evicted’. 

This raises concern that sex workers feel unable to contact or trust the police when as stated by (Medlicott, 2021) when ‘globally, between 45 and 75% of sex workers have suffered direct violence when conducting their employment and this ranges from harassment, robbery, physical assault, rape to the extent of murder’. To safeguard and protect vulnerable sex workers its important to build trust between them and the police in order to lower these statistics. 

(Turek, 2022) wrote an article in The Big Issue where in 2016 a study including 240 ‘prostitutes’ in the UK where just under half of them were ‘unconfident’ to report any violence to the police as they felt they would not be taken seriously.

The (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) state that there is clear evidence to suggest that offenders deliberately target those who sell sex as there is a stigma that they believe the females selling sex will not make a positive complaint or report any crimes to the police to investigate.  

This topic is worth consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it covers the vulnerabilities the sex workers face daily and how legalisation has changed to treat the females as victims rather than criminals. 

This topic holds history as this has been an ongoing issue within communities for many years and although ‘it is still legal in England and Wales to exchange sexual services there are many areas within the legislation under (The Sexual Offences Act, 2003) linked to sex work that is now criminalised’ (City of London Police, 2023). 

The (City of London Police, 2023) make it clear that offences such as ‘soliciting, paying for the services of a sex worker who's forced or threatened into it, owning, or managing a brothel, pimping, or advertising sexual services’ will be investigated and taken seriously and they aim to encourage sex worker to report any abuse or violence to the police. 

(Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) also support that due to the new legislation under (The Sexual Offences Act, 2003) we no longer view the working girls as the subjects and instead, we attempt to bring those ‘soliciting’ and ‘loitering’ to justice. Police now focus on the persons ‘recruiting others into prostitution and their own gain or someone else’s’

For many years prostitutes were classed as the subjects of criminality and their vulnerabilities and the risk around prostitution were ignored. Over the years there has been a change of focus in order to focus on the offences linked to sex work and the support that’s available to sex workers to escape this dangerous choice of financial gain. 

As per the (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) it is in the public interest to ‘prosecute those who abuse harm and exploit rather than those who sell sex should not be routinely prosecuted offenders. 

There is a large debate around this topic and in this research whereby the other argument is that the females are placing themselves at their own risk being fully aware of the dangers and that they are not valued members of the community due to their line of work and the worries of people’s opinions if the sex worker were a family member and how they would be viewed. This is discussed in (The Macmillan Report,1928) where it was the term ‘common prostitute’ is scrutinised. 

I aim to understand both sides of the argument and gain an understand of how this topic is viewed in today’s police constabulary. I aim to understand what changes are being made and what support is being offered to help these women escape sex work or what support is being offered to keep them safe if sex work is of free choice. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information 

· This research is going to discuss and understand different arguments around sex work on the front line and where our policing focus lies. This research will determine if the stigma remains around sex worker being prosecuted and viewed as the subjects or if this has changed over the years where they are viewed as victims. This will be conducted with questionnaires and surveys to current serving police constables and high ranked officers. 

· This research will be focusing on previous legislation and case law to the most recent legislation.

· By conducting questionnaires with current service police constables and high ranked officers it will show their knowledge of What support is available to the working girls to give them a path away from sex work and harm. Do officers feel there is sufficient help and support out there for working girls and are they aware of what they are? 

· By completing questionnaires with servicing officers, it will establish their thought on what has led the working girls to the front line and this will also establish if they view the sex workers as victims or as subjects. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The key literature I will be using as part of this research will be:

Journals & Articles:

· The British Journal of Criminology, Volume 47, Issue 5, September 2007, Pages 764–778 - Published: 13 June, (2007).

· Policing the Sex Industry: Protection, Paternalism and Politics, edited by Teela Sanders, Mary Laing

· Defending Prostitution: Charges Against Ericsson - Carole Pateman Ethics Volume 93, Number 3
· Prostitution and Feminism: Towards a Politics of Feeling - By Maggie O'Neill , (2021).

· The Response to Prostitution in the Progressive Era - By Mark Thomas Connelly, (1980).
· Common Women, Prostitution and Sexuality in Medieval England, By Ruth Mazo Karras, (1996).

· Prostitution: Sex Work, Policy & Politics, Teela Sanders, ‎Maggie O′Neill, ‎Jane Pitcher, (2017).

· Prostitution: Sex Work, Policy and Politics Teela Sanders, ‎Maggie O'Neill, ‎Jane Pitcher, ( 2009).
· Common Prostitutes and Ordinary Citizens, Commercial Sex in London, (1885-1960)

· From Law Enforcement to Protection? Interactions Between Sex Workers and Police in a Decriminalized Street-based Sex Industry (2016)



· Reports
· The Wolfenden Report (1957)


· Case Law
· Legislation
· Government reports
· Online reading 


I will be researching and reviewing: 

· Section 1 (1) of the Street Offences Act 1959 amended under Section 16 of the Police and Crime Act, (2009).

· Section 1 (4) S1 – persistent on 2 or more occasions in any period of three months. 

· Section 68 of the Serious Crime Act, (2015). 

· The Sexual Offences Act, (1956).

· The Sexual Offences Act, (2003).

Although there is a large amount of research in relation to prostitution in England and Wales the discussion is still up for debate on how prostitution in viewed and this is still very much split down the middle. This research will look further into this and research how this can be improved and what further support could be considered to help the exploitation of prostitution. 

(IPOS, 2023) completed research on prostitution where they created a survey back in 2008 on behalf of the Government Equalities Office. It was discovered that there were very mixed reviews where 49% out of the 1,012 adults felt that prostitutes are only working the front line as they are being exploited. 59% believed that women should be able to make their own choice when it comes to prostitution and that they should have the freedom to do this if that’s what they want to do. The remaining 27% disagreed. (IPOS, 2023)

The research will include reviewing (The Wolfenden Report,1957) to determine how prostitution was viewed previously in comparison to how it is now viewed today. 
 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

· This research will include research methods from online questionnaires and surveys to gather information around how the topic is viewed in today’s working environment and whether officers’ opinions have changed over the years or if the stigma around the topic remains. I will ensure this a 50/50 split between males and females to assess the results between sexes. In addition to this I will attempt to get a wide variety of the length of services officer have to determine if this has an impact on the results and if it differs in how much service officers have. In addition to this, I will attempt to compare the difference in age groups on their results to see if this impacts the statics. 

· This research will also be using informal interviewing methods to gather further research from supporting agencies to get a deeper understanding of the topic without speaking directly to the vulnerable females. 

· To get a wider understanding of this topic I will also be using online research along with journals and books to collate the current opinions and methodologies around this topic. I believe this will expose the current opinions and stigmas around this topic.  

SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

As part of my research, I intend on asking current serving police constables ranging from new in service to more experienced officers and those in higher rank positions by means of a questionnaire. I will be reaching out to both Gwent Police and South Wales Police as this is a topic that effects all forces especially in the city centres as this will provide wider verity. I believe this will be a positive way on gathering police constables working on the front line and to understand if the same stigma remains around prostitution on the front line or if this opinion has since changed. 

I will also be seeking the perspectives of staff members working in the local supporting agencies on their views on the topic. I will do this through the means of an open survey to gage their experiences and deeper understanding of the individuals dealing with the vulnerable females on a one-to-one basis. I feel this would be the closest way to gain an understanding from the female’s perspective without speaking to them directly. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

To avoid any ethical issues during this research all persons involved will be made fully aware of what the research entails and that all persons are over the age of 18 years of age.

I will attempt to gather information from different age groups and person of the opposite sex, and I will ensure this is equal to compare the results ethically and fairly. However, I will make sure this is clear before the individual participate and ensure that they are happy to provide this information.

I will ensure that all personal and private information is not included and that the identities of the participants remain anonymous.

There had been considerations of speaking directly to the vulnerable females involved in this topic; however, due to the fact this would raise ethical issues and involve discussing sensitive and upsetting details, I have decided to discuss this with serving members of the police force along with supporting agencies who work alongside the vulnerable females. 

To keep the research ethical, it will not include information directly from the source to protect their identity and this will ensure that they are not at risk due to their involvement. 


	TIME SCALE:

· 8th of May 2023 - Literature Review

· 19th of June 2023 - Methodology and Data Collection

· 7th of August 2023 - Data Analysis

· 11th of September 2023 - Findings and Conclusions
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As a Police Officer have you ever been to an emergency/priority call where a'Sex

Worker' has been involved?

62 responses

@ Yes
@ No
® Prefer notto say
onp
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If you answered yes to question 11, please give an example of when you have done this and give a
brief description of what happened?

30 responses

N/A

Female offering sex services to vehicles pulling up in Pill

Female sex worker alleging rape because she wasnit paid. Was a repeat incident type for this individual.
assaulted by client

A number of years ago, the sex workers in Pill, Newport started to view elderly / vulnerable males in the
community, those that lived in sheltered / warden controlled accomadation as an easy way of making
money. We experienced many burglaries and robberies committed by the sex workers and many were
arrested very quickly as they were so well known. A number of them were sent to prison and the trend died
after a couple of weeks.

Previously ran an operation targeting the persons who exploit on street sexual exploited adults. Would
respond to active incidents of typically males approaching females

Sex worker has alleged rape against client male arrested victim treat as victim should be




image30.png
Dealt with numerous on street sexually exploited adults during calls - assaults, overdoses, domestics but
also where the adult has been the suspect or offender in a call such as shoplifting

Where MOP's have reported sex workers soliciting - ie in the lorry park we used to have in Newport

Approximately 5 years ago i attended the report of a missing person. The misper was a young adult female,
Who was a sex worker. Her mother reported her missing after not hearing from her for 2 days, which was
highly unusual. Extensive searches were carried out and, through some live intelligence, we made several
‘address checks at prominent people within a particular community. Once those addresses were checked
the misper turned up, of her own accord, at a local police station. She was visibly shaken, had been
repeatedly assaulted over the few days she was missing and her hair had been cut off.

I used to work on a vice team and for months we were targeting solicitation in a particular area of the city...
engaging and giving out warnings to kerb crawlers and focussing the approach on the clients rather than
just targeting the workers. Visible soliciting reduced over the 6 month period but partners indicated this
simply pushed the problem underground and put sex workers more at risk as they were going to clients
‘addresses without telling anyone or any support
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Itis hard to think of one example, but often sex workers are involved in multiple types of incidents, such as.
shoplifting, involved in physical altercations, victim of assaults. | have also pulled over vehicles with males
soliciting females for sex work.

Female sex worker has been assaulted by client by urinating on her and not paying the fee after a sexual
act was committed

‘Swworker at a hotel assaulted staff and officers.
‘Sex worker was victim of an assault,drug related debt
Attempted rape of a female sex worker in a property.

Assaults on sex workers, The workers being victims of robberies, victims of rape. Suspects of assaults,
robberies, public order.

1 attended a robbery where the sex worker had a phone stolen from her and she was threatened. The
offender was located, arrested and charged promptly by officers on shift
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offender was located, arrested and charged promptly by officers on shift

Due to GDPR | can not answer this question

Theft of money from sex worker. She was taken into a house and then money taken from her.
Approx 4 years ago - female took money from vulnerable male without providing services.
Rape - in the capacity of a SOLO

Atleast two calls where an RP has called to state that he was being threatened by another male in relation
tointeractions with a 3rd, female party. It was established that the female party was a sex worker, that the
‘aggressor was a ‘pimp’ and that the RP had initally been soliciting,

Female sex worker assaulted when her client refused to pay her and she demanded payment

Female reporting theft
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dealt with a rape allegation made by a sex worker

Several investigations involving sex workers . who have reported being victim of sexual offences to
being suspected of burglary offences etc.

Female sex worker raped by male client - or female sex worker stealing items from male clients
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1) Do you agree with 'Sex Work'as a form of employment?

64 responses

@ Yes

® No

® Do not know

@ Prefer not to say

D copy

Would you support a close friend or loved family member who was to become a 'Sex
Worker?

64 responses

@ Yes

@ No

® Do not know

@ Unsure

@ Prefer not to say
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What offences are linked to 'Sex Work’? (you can select more than one answer) 1O copy
64 responses

Loitering or Soliciting for Prosit
‘Causing, Inciting and Controlin

‘Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation|
Links vith Human Traffcking|

Do not know| -0 (0%)

60

1O copy
Do you feel that all offences linked to 'Sex Work' make the workers more likely to turn
to crime and conduct their employment secretly placing themselves at a greater risk?

63 responses

® Do not know
@ Prefer notto say
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What offences do 'Sex Workers' face when conducting their line of employment? (you | Copy
can select more than one answer)

64 responses
Rape
Robbery
Physical and sexual abuse
Thett
Spiing
Staling or Harassment
(Coerced by violence or threats
Murder
Do ot know

20
What help and support is currently available to ‘Sex Workers'? O copy
64 responses

@ SARC (For sexual assault victims)
@ Women's Aid

® GDAS

@ Women in need charity

@ All o the above.

@ Do not know
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From a Policing perspective are 'Sex Workers' seen as victims of crime and

exploitation?

64 responses

@ Yes

oo

® Do ot know

® Frefernottosay
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What crimes are linked to 'Sex Work'?

40 responses

Causing, Inciting and Controlling Prostitution for gain

All above

As above

Assaults, rapes, exploitation, harrassment, murder

The local Pill/Newport sex workers are generally driven by their need to fund a drug habit. They charge low
prices and are just as likely to commit a robbery / theft offence of the punter they are engaged with if the
opportunity becomes available. IE if the punter shows that he has a large amount of money on him, there is
a greater risk that he will become a victim of crime.

Foreign / Romanian sex workers are often driven by a need to eam a lot of money within a short amount of
time. Experience will suggest that they have a child being looked after in their home country (by parents?)
and they have come to the UK to earn money. They can earn up to £150 per 50 minutes. Once they have
eamned a certain amount they will retur home and buy a house. The Romanian sex workers generally have
2 good business plan.
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ASB, Drugs, Theft are the top ones

physical assaults, people trafficking, rape theft
Exploitation, drugs, robbery, rape, assault
Possession of drugs, theft, violence, sexual offences

As above really

Kerb crawling

Keeping a brothel

Human trafficking offences

Rape

Coercive control

Robbery

And many more directly and indirectly

loitering or soliciting
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Rape, Robbery, theft, kerb crawling, soliciting a prostitute controlling prostitution for gain,
Robbery and assault
Sexual offences and exploitation

Assault - not just sexual assaults
Robbery

Theft

Drug dealing

Theft (where the workers are stealing from their clients), revenge porn for those who work on sites like only
fans etc.

Rape. Assault. County lines. Coercive control, murder

As stated above
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Rape. Trafficking, assault
Soliciting

Robbery, drugs

Robbery, rape, assault
Soliciting

drug dealing

robberies, assaults, rape, Drugs
see previous answer

Violence
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Soliciting a prostitute

Please see Q16

Rape, theft, spiking,

Rape, stalking, robbery, assault, sexual assault, and homocide.

Almost all unfortunately

Numerous, many of which have already been highlighted above within previous questions
Rape, sexual assautt, assault, theft, robbery, solicitation, cuckooing.

Assault
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those listed above

Loitering or Soliciting for Prostitution
Causing, Inciting and Controlling Prostitution for gain
Keeping a brothel

Kerb Crawling

Advertising Prostitution

Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation

Links with Human Trafficking

Rape
Robbery

Physical and sexual abuse
Theft

Spiking

Stalking or Harassment
Coerced by violence or threats
Murder
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As a 'Police Officer' do you feel that 'Sex Workers' are able to report crime in
confidence?

63 responses

@ Yes

@ No

® Do ot know

® Frefernottosay

D copy

'Sex Workers' have labelled Police Officers as shown below, where would you place
yourself?

63 responses

@ Nice Cop

@ The protector

® Non-responsive Officer
@ Impartial Officer

@ Judgemental Officer
® Prefernottosay
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What level of risk do you believe that 'Sex Workers' are placing themselves in on the
front line?

63 responses

@ Norisk atall

@ Minim risk

® Medium risk.

@ High risk

@ Do not know

@ Prefer not to say

If you were investigating a complaint of a victim who was a known ‘Sex Worker' would
this alter your attitude and mindset towards the victim and how you would deal with
the complaint?

64 responses

® Yes

@ No

® Do not know

@ Prefer not to say

D copy

D copy




image46.png
O copy

Do you see ‘Only Fans’ website as ‘Sex Work"

63 responses

@ Yes

@ No

® Do not know

@ Prefer not to say

O copy

Would you support a loved one or family member with an ‘Only Fans' account?

64 responses

@ Yes

@ No

® Do not know

@ Prefer not to say
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Do you feel that ‘Sex Work' in the UK should be decriminalised?

63 responses

@ Yes

@ No

@ Do not know

@ Prefer not to say

D copy
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As a Police Officer how would you build trust with 'Sex Workers' on the front line?

50 responses

No
be understanding, empathetic and allow time for the person to open up.

Be non-judgemental in any interaction. Suggest support organisations.
communication, consistent approach when dealing with them, point of contact

They should be spoken to regularly by the same person. They should have a single point of contact who
they know will be available to answer their questions and queries and where they can report concerns ata
safe place (not a Police station?) without fear of reprisals.

Get to know them as people
engage / be non judgemental / offer safety advice

treating them fairly and using their profession as an excuse not to deal with something
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Be open and honest
Engaging and helping them. Regular visits with charity workers, in plain clothes.

Make police presence known and felt with designated officers for help and assistance.
Make a safe haven to allow them to feel they have a place to turn should something happen.

Engagement - with partners and sex workers themselves.

partnership working

Get to know them in a non hostile setting (when they're not being arrested)

Investigate crimes they report and listen, take them seriously and avoid being judgemental

Diversion s also important - help them find alternative sources of financing whatever hat may be should
they s0 wish.

It's actually important to treat each person on their own merits. There are those who are voluntary sex
workers and those who are being exploited and these require completely different approaches.

Build relationships - same officers so they get to know them and also consistency in our approach to
ensure all officers are dealing with them in an ethical and manner so they are aware of boundaries.
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build a rapport, treat the same as any other mop who report crime, impartiality, non judgemental towards
them.

Unsure
Be honest with them

Dealing with them in a non judgemental way, not always putting victimless prosecutions in place where it
may actually put them at further risk, dealing with them in a subtle way.

Establishing rapport throught community policing and NPT teams. Engaging with sex workers and inviting
them to open forums or closed forums to air concerns.

Quality, impartial investigation of reports made - and referrals into partner agencies for support to be
provided entirely separately from policing services

Treat them the same as any other victim of crime, and most importantly listen to them.
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Not judging their involvement in the work they do. I believe everyone has a story as to why they are sex
workers. Not everyone chooses the lifestyle and some workers do it purely to find their next meal or sadly,
their next drug hit.

1 would treat them with respect like any other person, they're no different to their next door neighbour who
could be a sales assistant.

Engagement. Building trust and rapport.
Npt community engagement
Treat them like humans, talk to them, explain my actions, don't make promises

Not sure as a male police officer, 'm not sure Id be able to build that trust needed for a female sex worker
to be open and honest about her experiences.

Do my job with impartiality and professionalism
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Positive engagement
Engaging with them with an open mindset

Provide support, general conversation

attend calls double crewed, mixed gender officers in attendance. Listen to them, understand them.
have general chat with them, offer them advice if they need it

Approach and strike up conversations, carry contraception to pass on to workers, engage with workers and
pass on information on known vehicles and people to be wary of. | would create an anonymous telegram
aroup of workers in the area so each one can be contacted by another other to check welfare after a client
has been taken

speak with them and treat them with respect

Specialist liasion officers, clearer guidance
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targeted Engagement

Become a regular face and try to engage in conversation when a known sex worker is spotted on the front
line. 1 think it is difficult as a police officer to build trust though as we cannot do the work of social workers
‘and drug addiction/mental health charities. There is often a lot of pressure on the police service to try to
*fix" everything but we are not always the most appropriate organisation. I think ultimately partnership
work with charities used by sex workers could help develop their trust in s

ensure that their safety is seen as the priority
Engage in conversation, check on thier welfare and hope they engage.

People should be treated as individuals. Attempt to build rapport and be cognisant of the fact that a male
officer may not be well received (past-experiences). Listen and take positive action where able in order to
build confidence

Building a rapport. Making sure they know it is okay to report the crime
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Being respectful, fair, and open to when they're ready to engage.

Offer help, do what I say I will do, be realistic, non-judgemental

Through the building of positive interactions so that the subjects wouldn't immediately associate me as
another person that's 'out to get them’

With regular contact, offers of support, being visible and contactable.

‘Open minded approach

build confidence that they can be protected

simply by being consistent fair and non judgmental

Engagement with them using third party agencies previously mentioned and by treating them as you
should everyone with fairess and compassion.
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Engagement and being non judgmental. Make sure they are aware of all the support around them

By speaking and engaging with them regularly and not purely due to responding to an incident. introducing
myself and either letting them know how to contact me or sign posting them to support services or other
police officers that would be able to support them. I would be extremely conscious however of my gender
and putting myself in a vulnerable position where i could be at risk of malicious allegations against me.
luckily in my role I am not often out of the office but my team engage with sex workers in our Ipa so
conduct the above as part of their role in my team.
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What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution?

45 responses

Unsure

Decriminalisation

Decriminalise the individual, continue to criminalise persons who exploit them.
trust between Police is required

IMO. It should be illegal for sex workers to work on the street. They should all work from a single location
‘which could be monitored by CCTV etc which will allow for the punters, to a certain extent, be policed.

Give support. They are turning to crime for a reason

more emphasis on tackling “clients® and service users than service providers also looking MDS legalisation
for handlers

Needs to be given higher priority and better support to victims. Better training for police who are
inexperienced and naive to the plight
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What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution?
45 responses

Locally Gwent police do not criminalise on street sexually exploited adults this approach needs to be
adopted nationally,

unsure

Well alot of the legislation s archaic and is not necessarily up to date with the modern approach... making
sex workers criminals just leads to a spiral as often this is something they have felt they don't have much
choice whether they have had one practically or not. So better guidance for officers leading to better
understanding to ensure offences are dealt with in an appropriate and proportionate way and not
necessarily what it says in a textbook.

most sex workers require intervention/support and are being trafficked, by supporting them without
criminalising them can reduce the crimes taking place and provide a better chance of not going back.

Not sure

Further emphasis needs to be placed on dealing with the people controlling prostitutes firstly, and making
sure the females are not being exploited and having violence or other forms of control over them.
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Focus on those controlling facilitating sex workers L.e. pimps, abusers and traffickers.
Greater sentencing powers for kerb crawling / propositioning persons for sexual services.

All participants should be dealt with, not just the man. The female should be protected, however should be
advised of the dangers and that they are committing a criminal offence

Not entirely sure. Potentially having an environment where is it more controlled, | suppose similar to the red
light district. Making it safer for those who conduct sex worm.

Offer more help to aid those seeking help.
More community links if sex workers are found
‘Support victims

More protection via external agencies.
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Focus on rehabilitation as opposed to prosecution
Decriminalisation and more support for them, safer avenues to conduct work in
Tougher sentences for those who exploit sex workers.

Adopt the same method Amsterdam does for it's sex workers. Registered, health checks and access to
services if needed.

de-criminalise certain levels of sex work, but introduce a registration/licence form of legislation in the hope
of removing the stigma, have more controlled and safer places which where the location can be more
tightly controlled.

be more lenient

The attitude towards prostitutes needs to change; they are often dehumanised by officers. I do think this
police force tends to criminalise the person purchasing sex, which is a positive as | believe anyone selling
sexis inherently vulnerable and should not be criminalised for that.
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allow it to be monitored correctly and safely
link with outside agencies, Enagage with NPT

“This is difficult to say, due to the risk inherent with prostitution, and the reason behind why many under the
work (street-prostitution) it will always be linked to criminality some way, regardiess of the legislation
changing around it

Regulation to ensure safety

Higher sentences due to the vulnerability of the victims involved.
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At present it doesn't appear that there are any. Those currently in sex work are largely persons with no
other means of income and imminent need for quick cash (ie. drug users). | haven't yet in my service met a
sex worker who wasn't a drug user.

Despite my limited knowledge on the subject | am a believer in the logic behind the decriminalisation of sex
work so as to create a safer and monitored ‘market' (really couldn' think of a better word 'm afraid). With
this safer, legitimate and monitored option it s likely that the ‘customer base' for sex work would choose to
use the services of someone who is less likely to simply be a drug user, more likely to maintain some form
of hygiene - and from a moral perspective - less likely to be subject to coercion, abuse and exploitation.
“This in turn should mean that there is little to no demand for ‘sex work' as it currently manifests; with
exploited young females, drug addicts and trafficked persons being used for these purposes because
those who feel the need for such services have no other option (as wrong as it feels to express it in terms
of having no option).

Those currently undertaking such sex work would of course then simply take up some other form of
criminality in order to make money, however this form of displacement is simply the way in which policing
works at present. There is no real scope or resourcing available to surgically target the causes/co-
coordinators of such criminality and as such, displacement and metaphorically chasing the problem from
one side of a bridge to another is all that we are currently within our power to do.
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Make the prostitution element an aggravating feature when dealing with/sentencing.
Attitudes towards sex workers
not putting it to the dark back streets

I think it should be de criminalised - regulated and managed where sex workers are regularly checked
medically and for welfare

Part of a wider debate, but the focus upon the sex worker, criminalising them wouldn't solve the issue in my
‘opinion. More focus upon the surrounding environment/0CG etc coupled with support from third party
agencies,

Better engagement with Exploited adults, allow them to report crimes in confidence.

similar rules to Amsterdam where it can be regulated and the sex workers kept safe and supported with
their health and well being without judgement or prejudice.
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Is Sex Work 'Prostitution’ currently legal in the UK?
63 responses

® Yes
® No
@ Do not know
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Do you feel that 'Sex Work' in the UK should be decriminalised?
63 responses

® Yes

® No

@ Do not know

@ Prefer not to say
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Tell us what you think?

Thank you for agreeing to complete this questionnaire. This questionnaire should not take longer than 10
minutes. All participant details wil remain anonymous other than length of service and gender for the purpose
of this dissertation and analysing data. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact

Jade Butterworth@qwent police uk

Has the stigma of sex work changed within the Police over recent years; 0 @ :
from viewing sex work as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where

sex workers are now viewed as ‘ulnerable victims’ exposed to being

exploited? Tell us what you think by answering the below questions.
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Do you consent for your answers to be used as part of this research?

Yes

No

What Police Force are you currently employed by?

Gwent

South Wales Police

Dyfed-Powys Police

How long have you been a serving Police Officer?

0-5 Years

510 Years

10-15 Years

1520 Years

20 years or more
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What is your title?

Police Staff

PCSO

Police Constable

Detective Constable

Police Sargent/Detective Sargent

Inspector or above

Other
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To which gender identity do you most identify?

Male

Female

‘Gender Variant o Non-Confirming
Transgender Female
Transgender Male

Prefer not to say

Other

Is Sex Work 'Prostitution’ currently legal in the UK?

Yes
No

Do not know
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Do you think ‘Sex Work'is currently taking place within communities in your LPA/Patch?

Yes

No

Do not know

Do you think the ‘Sex Work' industry is gendered?

Yes

No

Do not know
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Although people of all genders are involved in 'Sex Work' experiencing it uniquely, who are the
majority in ‘Sex Work?

Men with female clients

Females with male clients

Men with male clients

Females with female clients

Other

Do not know

As a Police Officer have you ever been to an emergency/priority call where a 'Sex Worker' has been
involved?

Yes

No

Prefer not to say
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If you answered yes to question 11, please give an example of when you have done this and give a
brief description of what happened?

Long answer text

1) Do you agree with ‘Sex Workas a form of employment?

Yes
No
Do not know

Prefer not to say
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Would you support a close friend or loved family member who was to become a ‘Sex Worker?

Yes

No

Do not know
Unsure

Prefer not to say

What offences are linked to 'Sex Work'? (you can select more than one answer)

Loitering or Soliciting for Prostitution

Causing, Inciting and Controlling Prostitution for gain
Keeping a brothel

Kerb Crawling

Advertising Prostitution

Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation

Links with Human Trafficking

Do not know
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Do you feel that all offences linked to 'Sex Work' make the workers more likely to turn to crime and
conduct their employment secretly placing themselves at a greater risk?

Yes
No
Do not know

Prefer not to say

What offences do 'Sex Workers' face when conducting their line of employment? (you can select
more than one answer)

Rape
Robbery

Physical and sexual abuse
Theft

Spiking

Stalking or Harassment
Coerced by violence or threats.
Murder

Do not know
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What help and support is currently available to 'Sex Workers'

‘SARC (For sexual assault victims)
Womeris Aid

GDAS

Women in need charity

All of the above

Do not know

From a Policing perspective are 'Sex Workers' seen as victims of crime and exploitation?

Yes
No
Do not know

Prefer not to say
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What crimes are linked to 'Sex Work'?

Long answer text

As a'Police Officer’ do you feel that 'Sex Workers' are able to report crime in confidence?

Yes
No
Do not know

Prefer not to say

'Sex Workers' have labelled Police Officers as shown below, where would you place yourself?

Nice Cop
The protector
Non-responsive Officer
Impartial Officer
Judgemental Officer

Prefer not to say
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What level of risk do you believe that ‘Sex Workers' are placing themselves in on the front line?

No risk at all

Minim isk

Medium risk

Highrisk

Do not know

Prefer not to say

If you were investigating a complaint of a victim who was a known ‘Sex Worker' would this alter your
attitude and mindset towards the victim and how you would deal with the complaint?

Yes

No

Do not know

Prefer not to say
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Do you see ‘Only Fans’ website as ‘Sex Work'?

Yes

No

Do not know

Prefer not to say

Would you support a loved one or family member with an ‘Only Fans' account?

Yes

No

Do not know

Prefer not to say
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Do you feel that 'Sex Work' in the UK should be decriminalised?

Yes

No

Do not know

Prefer not to say

As a Police Officer how would you build trust with ‘Sex Workers' on the front line?

Long answer text

What changes can be made regarding the criminality linked to prostitution?

Long answer text




image22.png
ring you s will
purpose of this re

tterworth@





image23.png
View in Sheets

64 responses

soceptng responses @)

Summary Question

1D copy

Do you consent for your answers to be used as part of this research?

64 responses

@ Yes
@ No
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What Police Force are you currently employed by?

64 responses

@ Gwent
@ South Wales Police
® Dyfed-Fouys Police

How long have you been a serving Police Officer?

62 responses

@ 05 Years

@ 5-10 Years.

® 10-15 Years

@ 1520 Years

@ 20 years or more

D copy

D copy




image25.png
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What is your title?

64 responses

@ Police Staff

@ PCSO

® Police Constable

@ Detective Constable

@ Police Sargent/Detective Sargent

@ Inspector or above

@ Other

@ Police Sargent

@ Inspector or above Detective Sargent

1D copy

To which gender identity do you most identify?

64 responses

@ Male

@ Female

® Gender Variant or Non-Confirming
@ Transgender Female

@ Transgender Male

@ Prefer not to say

@ Other
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Is Sex Work ‘Prostitution' currently legal in the UK?

63 responses

@ Yes
@ No
® Do not know

O copy

Do you think ‘Sex Work'is currently taking place within communities in your
LPA/Patch?

64 responses

@ Yes
@ No
® Do not know
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Do you think the 'Sex Work' industry is gendered?

64 responses

@ Yes
@ No
® Do not know

Although people of all genders are involved in'Sex Work' experiencing it uniquely, who
are the majority in 'Sex Work’?

64 responses

@ Men with female clients

@ Females with male clients.
® Men with male clients

@ Females with female clients.
@ Other

@ Do not know

O copy

O copy




