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    The topic that I have chosen to draft this essay on is ‘The true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle, that the Fall was inevitable because a passive and ignorant virtue cannot release the true potentialities of human greatness.’ To what extent do you agree that Milton strives to reinforce this view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme? In this essay, I would both agree and disagree that Milton strives to reinforce the view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme and analyse the true justification of the ways of God to men in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle. According to Jared, 2022, Human virtues are defined as the standard moral qualities of human beings, related to the construction of everyone’s personality. There are twelve Paradise Lost books to be analysed to discover evidence to support the points that are being made in this essay. 

     I agree that Milton strives to reinforce the view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme, because throughout the reading of Paradise Lost Book one, there are many instances where Milton notes that he is aiming to translate the word of God while explaining that he is trying to help man understand God’s words and his ways, as well as how the word of God incorporates with human virtues. In the piece, it also shows how John Milton uses the Bible and the word of God to support his words and shed light on real life situations. In lines 6 to 26 of Paradise Lost, According to Editors, 2005, Milton said that his subject will prominently be Adam and Eve, whose sin allowed death and pain into the world. He also spoke about his muse, who was identified as the holy spirit - where he asks for guidance and divine knowledge so he can relay to readers. According to Bible, 2020, In the bible, in the book of Acts 23: 12: 35 it is expressed that God’s providence means preservation, and that “God keeps all created things existing and maintains the properties with which he created them.” In Luxon, 1997, he wrote “Of Mans First disobedience, and the Fruit Of that Forbidden Tree, whose moral tast Brought Death into the World, and all our woe, with loss of Eden, till one greater man Restore us, and regain the blissful Seat, [5].” In these lines, Milton speaks about the “First disobedience,” which is talking about Adam and Even in the Garden of Eden, this is saying that this act brought everything bad into the world. It also shows the contrast between the heights of Man and God. In Editors, 2005, he concludes that he hopes the knowledge he has supplied will allow him to claim authority without contradicting as he explains God’s reasoning and plans for humankind. This shows that Milton strives to be as transparent as possible with the relaying of the word of God because it is considered sacred and to all appearances, wants to enlighten others about how the word influences us and our values.

      In lines 27 to 722 in book one, the theme that ties with the question presented, is the theme of ‘disobedience’ was displayed. According to Webster, 2022, disobedience is defined as the refusal or neglect to obey. As mentioned by Editors, 2005, Milton explains that Adam and Eve’s actions were party due to a serpent’s deception, this serpent is Satan. While some may argue that Adam and Eve’s disobedience was purely based on curiosity and indiscipline on their account, it has been insisted that the serpent influenced their actions. In lines 535 to 543 of book five, As mentioned in Editors, 2005, Raphael responds to Adam’s question, wondering how a creature created by God could be disobedient. This means that all things God created are seen as divine creatures who can do no wrong, so it was not expected of them to fail God. It was also highlighted in Editors, 2005, that God sent Raphael to Paradise to warn Adam and Eve about the dangers lurking there, so that they could not blame their disobedience entirely on Satan because they were previously warned. Here, Raphael explains that God made Adam and Eve perfect, but he also gave them mutable, free mind, Adam and Eve can choose to love, according to their “will.” This shows that Raphael’s explanation of Adam and Eve’s predicament creates a justification for God’s plan. This leads us to the point of freedom of choice, this shows how you can be presented with everything good, but a simple decision can change everything. Even though they were given a choice to make the right decision, along with a warning but they did not take this into consideration. This shows how it is displayed in the piece that God’s providential scheme and human virtues go hand in hand because if Adam and Eve’s situation did not take place, lessons of the difference between right and wrong may not have been learnt. Even the act of being obedient, a lesson was taught on this because after disobeying God, both Adam and Eve were thrown out of the Garden of Eden. This shows us consequences, that after every decision there comes a consequence whether good or bad. In Miller, 1997, it demonstrates that Milton’s subject is fate of worlds, the revolutions of Heaven and Earth; rebellion against the surprise king, raised by the highest order of created beings; the overthrow of their host, and the punishment of their crime; the creation of a new race of reasonable creatures; their original happiness and innocence, their forfeiture of immorality, and their restoration to hope and peace. Which illustrates a fraction of the justification of the ways of God to Men in Paradise Lost.

    Even though the serpent’s contribution was influential to Adam and Eve’s actions, they still had the choice to make the right decision as mentioned previously. As mentioned in Editors, 2005, In lines 893 to 904 of book six, Raphael relates the story of conflict between God and Satan that ends in war. Satan led the rebel army and Michael led God’s army. The battle resulted in the rebel’s unending punishment. It was said by Raphael that pride and vanity were two causes that led to Satan’s disobedience. According to University, 2022, pride is defined as a feeling of pleasure and satisfaction that you get because you or people connected with you have done or got something good. Webster, 2021, defines vanity as an inflated pride in oneself or one’s appearance. After explaining to Adam and Eve the consequences of Satan’s choices – he warns them that he may be plotting against them. This implies that because Satan disobeyed God and has paid and is still currently paying for his sins of going against God, he is trying to influence Adam and Eve to make the same mistake he made so they can experience the same consequences. This also illustrates that Satan also had a choice to do wrong, displaying that God gives us chances - it shows everyone is born innocent, as a baby and a given a chance. The way Satan is portrayed in the Bible, he is seen as a villain that tries to recruit people against God and Milton vividly describes this while showing events from the Bible to justify his points. This point shows how Milton exhibit’s Adam and Eve’s situation to Satan’s to show the similarities between the two, along with showing how temptation encourages our downfall. To further support this point, in Miller, 1997, it is told that to Adam and Eve are given their innocence, such sentiments as innocence can generate and utter. Their love is pure benevolence and mutual veneration; their reposts are without luxury, and their diligence without toil. Their addresses to their Maker have little more than the voice of admiration and gratitude. Fruition left them nothing to ask, and innocence let them nothing to fear. This can also tie to the fact that Satan was an angel before he rebelled against God, which shows that he also had a period of innocence as well as Adam and Eve. 

    This gives an insight of the section of the question that helps to explain “The true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle.”To expand on this, it has seemingly been portrayed by Milton that you are given a choice to choose your path and “struggle” in life but, not because you are content with your path, means it is the correct way to go. It shows that even though what we are doing in the moment may seem right to us, there is always a line between good and bad that is expected to be followed but you are not forced to follow. While you are expected to follow but not forced to, you still face consequences which alludes to the fact that virtue can only be achieved by struggle. It appears that the only way to figure out how to go through life is by struggling to find out what is right from wrong, Milton uses the Bible’s events where it shows how struggling to make decisions negatively affected characters in the Bible to bring this point across. 

Another theme displayed in Paradise Lost that holds relevance in my agreement to the presented question is Sin and death. In book three, lines 210 to 212, It was highlighted in Editors, 2005, that God saw Satan flying towards Paradise and foretold man’s fall and Satan’s success in deceiving Eve. Upon this prediction, God’s son questioned “How will justice be preserved if God shows mercy to man for disobeying?” God then explained that to preserve justice, payment of the death, justice will “die.” God’s response showed that all sins needed to be paid for, in one form or another, or justice ceases to exist. This theme vividly conjoins with disobedience to show the justification of God’s actions; however, they are still significantly different. They are different because even though in the theme of disobedience it is highlighted that there are consequences to all our actions, this theme shows why God came to this conclusion. Even though he knew that Satan was going to convince Eve to disobey, he had to let it happen for life lessons to be learnt, especially in the decision-making department - it shows that the disobedience of Eve was unpreventable. Milton uses Adam and Eve’s circumstances to show how God reacted to their doings and how he allowed the scenes to take place, which shows struggle as mentioned in the question. This legitimises my agreement that the true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle, that the Fall was inevitable because a passive and ignorant virtue cannot release the true potentialities of human greatness. In Editors, 2005, it said that in the book – it shows that sin originates from man’s lower impulses rather than the rational mind, showing that while the decisions made were vile, this cannot fully show human’s capabilities because sin is displayed as a rash, sensual act rather than a restrained and rational one. This means that we sin mostly at our weakest moments and that should not justify us as humans. In Editor, 2005, it shows when sin and death meet Satan at the gates of Paradise to congratulate him on his victory, he urges them to conquer earth, this explains how sin and death came to roam the earth, corrupting all living things and perverting the thoughts and deeds of humankind. Sin and death constitute the connection between hell and Earth. This explains the narrative that Adam and Eve’s actions brought chaos into the world, the act of wrongdoing and everything bad – which could have been prevented, if they were obedient. 

Following my agreement that Milton strives to reinforce the view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme, I also disagree with this statement because in Paradise Lost, Seemingly, Milton uses the word of God to justify his views on what human liberty should look like, along with how freedom should be gained and how freedom should be viewed in the line of God’s sight. In the book, Milton displays his concept of freedom and uses specific scenes from the Bible to justify his reasoning. While researching, In Limited, 2021, it stated that although there are diverse types of personal and political freedoms, true freedom is found only when a man acts reasonably and does what God demands, for man is truly free only when he is within the order that God has created for him. By following what reason knows to be right, man becomes free from the forces of his own nature, from the cruelties of the world that enslave him. God and government leave man free to choose so that he may find that true freedom is obedience, and thus know and appreciate freedom for what it really is. I also disagree that the quote “The true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle, that the Fall was inevitable because a passive and ignorant virtue cannot release the true potentialities of human greatness.” Because the idea of freedom does not allude to struggle in the eye of humankind, when the word freedom or freedom of choice is displayed – It makes persons feel like they are able to do what they like, even though there are consequences of actions. The statement also suggests that even though humans are left to make their own choices, there are still freedom expectancies where it is mentioned that “True freedom is obedience.” They are still expected to follow the line of God to be free. Even though it seems like freedom is limited to what it can be because there are rules that still need to be followed. In Editors, 2005, it is mentioned that while Adam and Ever were the first humans to disobey God, there is a major difference between their situation and Satan’s – because Satan was the first of God creations to disobey, While Eve’s behaviour was influenced by Satan, Satan made the decision to disobey on his own. Satan was not provoked, or persuaded – and even after disobeying God once, he continuously disobeyed after his first strike, which God never forgave. Unlike Satan, Adam and Eve realized that they need to repent their sins and seek forgiveness from God, they understood that their disobedience will be corrected through generations of toil on Earth. The visions mentioned in book eleven and book twelve demonstrates the Obedience to God, even after repeated falls, can lead to human salvation. This shows the contrast in both situations where the line is drawn between wanting to do better after facing the consequences of actions and deliberately going against God – it shows that everything is a choice. 

To further justify my disagreement to the question, shown that is not always a struggle to achieve virtue, it is shown that even after we are disobedient – we have a second chance to do better without a struggle. It shows that with no struggle, the fact that it is a doable task to get back into God’s good graces after disobeying is displayed. In Editors, 2005, After Adam sees the vision of Christ’s redemption of humankind in book twelve, he refers to his own sin as felix culpa or “happy fault,” suggesting that even though the downfall of humankind, while originally seeming an unmitigated catastrophe, does in fact bring good with it. The good in this is that Adam and Eve’s disobedience allows God to show his mercy and temperance in their punishments and his eternal providence toward humankind. It shows that even though humankind can do treacherous things, but once they seek forgiveness from God – his is able to forgive once they are willing to do better. This shows that even after being disregarded, God still actively worked to give persons another chance to be better and improve on their virtues for moments of history they did not have an influence on, even though we are able to do wrong on our own – we are also able to work on being better in line with God and his expectations. In Editors, 2005, there are also mentions of the display of love and compassion, given through the son of God is a gift to humankind. It is said that humankind must now experience pain and death but also mercy, salvation and grace, individuals can redeem and save themselves through continued devotion and obedience to God. The salvations of humankind, in the form of the son’s sacrifice and resurrection, can begin to restore civilization to its former state. This means that good will come from sin and death, and humanity will eventually be rewarded, this results God’s reasoning and explains his ultimate plan for humankind. This takes an advanced look into God’s providential scheme for humans and shows what the scheme is and how it is supposed to be executed so that it is relevant. In Limited, 2021, It states that Paradise Lost ends with an entry of in a new place, into a new world where man must learn to redeem the faults of his nature by retaining reason and devotion to God. This clarifies that after everything that has happened throughout the earlier times has changed the world and how it works. It has changed the fact that before the sins of Adam and Eve, the world was a place without sorrow, evil and all malicious things – It was paradise, but this changed because of one mistake. Now, As previously mentioned – God has given persons a chance to liberate themselves and do right by him.

   To conclude this essay, I both agree and disagree that the true justification of the ways of God to men in Paradise Lost consists in Milton’s argument that virtue can only be achieved by struggle, that the Fall was inevitable because a passive and ignorant virtue cannot release the true potentialities of human greatness. After my disagreement and agreement to the question, supporting details and research materials were highlighted in my essay to justify my choice to the counter argument. The two-sided argument was displayed throughout this essay and distributed equally with points to highlight the argument on each side. Milton strives to reinforce this view of human virtue and of God’s providential scheme by showing how Milton has displayed his book to align with God’s words and elaborating the elements of history that influenced the decisions of characters and how it affected humans. 
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