Art Analysis- Joshua Kemp 1702828
In this work I will be analysing a piece of art and discussing its characteristics and features. The piece of art that I am assessing is a free-standing sculpture which depicts the Goddess Aphrodite, the God Pan, as well as Eros. It is currently in the National Archaeological Museum in Athens although it was originally located in Delos, House of the Poseidoniasts of Beirut. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The actual pose of the characters looks realistic and is in the contrapposto style. This style originated around the 5th century and replaced the stiffer poses that sculptures had before that. This style allows the sculpture to stand with the bodies’ weight upon one leg which frees the other leg to bend at the knee in a more accurate representation of the human body.[footnoteRef:1] This can be seen in this example as one of Aphrodite’s legs is holding the weight of her body and her other leg is bent at the knee which gives Aphrodite a lifelike pose and makes the sculpture appear natural and authentic.  Although this is a more realistic style, in this particular piece it appears that the creator has used the marble to create a seat of some kind to hold Pan up. If the seat was not there Pan would not be able to stand due to the fact that his hoofed legs could not hold his weight. [1:  Brittanica 2014] 

As I stated earlier the sculpture consists of Aphrodite, Pan and Eros. Aphrodite was the Goddess of love and beauty.[footnoteRef:2] Pan was the God of shepherds as well as hunters.[footnoteRef:3] Eros was the God of love, who also was the child of Aphrodite.[footnoteRef:4]The sculpture shows Aphrodite naked with her hand covering her private area, possibly to shield it from Pan’s gaze. On her head she is wearing a towel or scarf with which her hair is tied up into. In her hand she is holding a shoe or a sandal of some kind which she could be using to hit Pan possibly to prevent his advances. Her body is positioned angling away from Pan which further suggests she is not interested in what he has planned. Underneath the sculpture there is an inscription of some sort which appears to be in Greek. [2:  Theoi]  [3:  Theoi ]  [4:  Theoi] 

Judging by the way that Pan and Aphrodite are positioned with Aphrodite angling away from Pan and with Pan holding on to her arm, it gives the impression that Pan has sexual ideas towards the Goddess. This is further hinted upon by Aphrodite being naked and the way Eros looks to be possibly trying to distract Pan by tugging or pushing on his horn.
The work that has gone into the sculpture is meticulous which is evident especially in the way that Pan’s goat leg has been sculpted with special care taken to carve details into the marble, such as the fur and the hooves. This is also shown in the hair of all three characters but especially with Aphrodite as it actually looks like it has been tied up into the towel.
In conclusion it is clear that the sculpture of Aphrodite, Pan and Eros had a lot of work put into sculpting it with lots of attention focused upon the finer details, such as the fur on Pans leg and the hair on all three characters heads.
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