	
	
	



Analysis 

Introduction
The aim of this study was to test the viability of claims made by the Defund Policing Movement.  Such claims proposed that public safety would be better served if a proportion of the Local Authority and Central Government funding to the police service was redeployed to the community support agencies such as Social Services, Education, National Health Service.  This is suggested on the basis that these professional support agencies would serve to prevent many of the breaches to public order we associate with contemporary policing. Therein from a social policy perspective, the reallocation of funding arguments works, law enforcement has also acknowledged their shortcomings, whilst reminding us that they are neither youth workers nor social workers or mental health specialists. In these terms the argument in support of defunding is a compelling one, however it stumbles when we consider that the British police have and continue to be defunded by UK Government annually, and that far from reallocating funds drawn from such cuts-back into vital community services, the government has defunded those services as well. 
Additionally, as the review of literature revealed, the Defund Policing Movement originated in the United States of America, where Law Enforcement resources include Tanks, Rocket Launchers and Small Arms that Britons would more often associate with our Armed Forces.  According to Forbes (2022), “the U.S. collectively spends $100 billion a year on policing and a further $80 billion on incarceration” (Forbes.  2022, pg.4).  By comparison, UK government propose; The latest annual police funding settlement, published provisionally in December 2021 and finalised in February 2022, stated that in the financial year ending March 2023, overall funding would total up to £16.9 billion. Whilst it goes without saying that both geographically and in terms of population density the America's are far vaster, the US invest 1% of its GDP in policing (White House, 2020). Whereas, the UK proposed in 2020 to have invested 1.6% of the UKs GDP in to Public Order and Safety.  It is also interesting to record that UK Government statistics no longer refer to Public Order and Safety in terms of GDP but rather quote the amount spent, therein it becomes difficult to draw a comparison based on GDP in today’s policing environment.
What remains clear however, is the principle that further police defunding would prevent the Police Service in the UK from operating within the bounds of its own mission statement, that being,
[bookmark: _Int_MlbaiV1L]“to make communities safer by upholding the law fairly 
and firmly; preventing crime and antisocial behaviour; 
keeping the peace; protecting and reassuring communities;
investigating crime and bringing offenders to justice.”
                                                                    (NPCC, 2015)
In summary, as a consequence of the consecutive governments defunding of public services, from Education, Social Service, Health and importantly Policing, the community has lost its Community Education, Community Mental Health and Community based Social Services. The net result being to remove those services which more often prevent crime and anti-social behaviour from occurring in the first instance. Police services now operate within an expectation framework that the NPCC (2022) suggest is improving but remain hard pressed to maintain.  Indeed, whilst the Government promise of an additional £15m in new funding to deliver health-based places of safety in England and therein “guarantee that no person with mental health problems will be detained by the police due to the lack of a suitable alternative.” (NPCC, 2022), this funding will not improve conditions in the South Wales Valleys, where a devolved Health Service struggles to maintain what the TUC (2018) describe as a 'bare-bones' Mental Health service. 
[bookmark: _Int_l6yeHAyF]Also, internal cuts to police services may also be found in several areas of operation, from either retiring elements of the service such as the Mounted Section or dissolving the political Office of Police Commissioner and redirecting the millions of pounds saved there into community and police resources. With this, one would have to place their trust in a government whose track-record for defunding the public sector has not exactly been morally up to par. In terms of economics, as the Trades Union Congress (2018) propose, whilst the total amount of income received by mental health trusts in England had risen since 2017, once inflation is taken into account it becomes clear that they actually received £105 million less than in the previous budget.  In the case of the now dismantled Community Education and Youth Work section of the Local Authority, which would need to rebuilt from scratch, it is difficult to gage where funding might be found.  In real terms according to the YMCA, funding for Youth Clubs has declined some 70% (YMCA 2021), with England losing £26m (6%) of its funding over the year 2020-2021 alone.  
We are therein left with a funding dilemma, due to the scale of public service defunding operationalised by consecutive governments and conscious dismantlement of what were once considered vital community-based services, the infrastructure for which no longer exists.  Moreover, the capital required to re-establish either Community Education, Youth, Social or Health Services could not be drawn from a reallocation of police funds alone. This is on the basis that on the one hand police defunding has been a constant for the past decade, and on the other hand, the infrastructure which once supported these additional services no longer exists in physical terms. Whilst there is little doubt that such services most certainly do prevent crime and incidents of public disorder, a reallocation of police funding alone could not be relied upon to reinvigorate society today.  In conclusion, each component of the community support family, including policing, needs to be appropriately funded on the basis of need. It is therefore naive to believe that reallocation of police funding in the UK, would in any way resolve the many shortfalls we see in our communities today. The only realistic resolution to the problem of community disintegration, would therefore be for the Government to accept responsibility for the difficulties they have imposed on its citizens as a consequence appalling social planning, and complete disconnect it suffers from the broader society in the UK today. (1007 Words)   
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