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Discuss the Impact of Islam During the Past Forty Years in the United Kingdom (1000)
[bookmark: _Hlk512853389][bookmark: _Hlk512241280]Britain has changed over the past forty years and Islam has been a significant part of that process. This essay shall address what impact Islam has had on Britain during these pivotal years.   
	
During the 1950-1960s Britain encouraged immigration to help post-war industry.[footnoteRef:1] The Pakistani population in Britain between 1961 and 1966 went from 25,000 to 120,000.[footnoteRef:2] With increasing oil prices in the Middle East in the 1970s, Arabs too started to settle and invest wealth into Britain.[footnoteRef:3] This was perceived as a positive impact on the British economy. Therefore the government tried to implement legislation for Muslim requirements.[footnoteRef:4] Some of these included the establishment of the Arab Workers Union 1961 and 1970s Yemeni Workers Union.[footnoteRef:5] But Muslims soon realized they were settling into a secular country and had to adjust or fear alienization.[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Hewer 2001:515. ]  [2:  The Runnymede Trust 1997:14-15. ]  [3:  Gilliat-Ray 2010:50. Also see Ansari 2004. ]  [4:  Choudhury 2005:29. ]  [5:  Halliday 2010:87, 90. ]  [6:  Tibi 2002:48. Shobna Gulati and Saira Khan are examples of this. For their family stories when they arrived in Britain see Mayoh 2015, Lancashire Life 24th October 2015. Khan 2006, The Times 9th October 2006.] 


In 1968 MP Enoch Powell unleashed his most controversial speech warning Britain of an open-door policy, claiming that religious groups were demanding rights and should abide by British rules.[footnoteRef:7]  Fragmented society would lead to rivers of blood.[footnoteRef:8] Although he was criticized this caused racial tension, particularly in London and Wolverhampton who proclaimed ‘Back Britain Not Black Britain’.[footnoteRef:9] In 1976 the Race Relations Act was introduced to stop racial discrimination within Britain.[footnoteRef:10]  [7:  Powell 2007, The Telegraph 6th November 2007. Manzoor 2008, The Guardian 24th February 2008. ]  [8:  Powell 2007, The Telegraph 6th November 2007.]  [9:  Manzoor 2008, The Guardian 24th February 2008.]  [10:  Government Legislation 1976. ] 


Islam was becoming a noticeable force in the Middle East which was emphasized during the Iranian Revolution.[footnoteRef:11] In 1979 Iranian Muslims who had been suppressed by the Shah installed religious Muslim leaders, who executed the opposition.[footnoteRef:12] For Britain it lost an ally as Iran turned against the West.[footnoteRef:13] Britain’s economy was hit as they could no longer ship civil and military goods to Iran and were dictated over oil supply and demand.[footnoteRef:14]      [11:  Peach 2005:19. ]  [12:  Abrahamian 1980:21. Cottam 1980:128, 136. Wise 2011:10-11. ]  [13:  Browne 1979:65. ]  [14:  Browne 1979:65.] 


Although this portrayed Islam as aggressive, this event caused British Muslims to demand that their religious needs should be respected. During the 1980s British Muslims began to protest for religious rights.[footnoteRef:15]   The Code of Practice 1984 was introduced to make employers respect the needs of Muslim workers.[footnoteRef:16] This legislation had a good impact on Britain as all religious groups and minorities were being acknowledged and valued within British society.   [15:  The Runnymede Trust 1997:15. Lever 2016. ]  [16:  Foreign and Commonwealth Office London 1994:8. ] 


Muslims were a silent minority.[footnoteRef:17] However all this changed in 1988 when Salman Rushdie published ‘The Satanic Verses’ which was seen as an insult against Islam and the Prophet Muhammad.[footnoteRef:18] Ayatollah Khomeini released a fatwa in 1989 sentencing Rushdie to death.[footnoteRef:19] In Bradford on 14th January 1989 Muslims were book burning out in the street.[footnoteRef:20] On 27th May 1989 70,000 Muslims protested in London burning the Union Jack.[footnoteRef:21]  This began to damage the image of Islam as it was perceived as ignoring freedom of speech and being a threat to British values.[footnoteRef:22]  [17:  Werbner 2004:905. Kara 2017:375. ]  [18:  Kara 2017:375. Ahsan and Kidwai 1993:28. ]  [19:  Kara 2017:375. ]  [20:  Lewis 1994:4. Werbner 2004:905. Ahsan and Kidwai 1993:11. ]  [21:  Peace 2015.]  [22:  Peace 2015. Van Dijk 1991:90. The Sun 24th February 1989 headline stated ‘Obey our Law or Go to Jail, Muslims Warned’ (Van Dijk 1991:69).     ] 


Tensions heightened further as Britain became involved in the Gulf War 1990-1991.[footnoteRef:23] British Muslims protested due to troops being based near Mecca.[footnoteRef:24] These protests were seen as unpatriotic which led to violence against British Muslims.[footnoteRef:25]  Furthermore the Bosnian War in the 1990s caused upset for British Muslims due to Britain’s lack of involvement.[footnoteRef:26] During this time Britain had a flood of Muslim refugees.[footnoteRef:27] This helped to establish the Islamic Human Rights Commission in 1997 to help Muslims and non-Muslims protest against injustice.[footnoteRef:28]  [23:  Allwood 2017, Forces Network 7th March 2017. ]  [24:  Peace 2015.]  [25:  Peace 2015.]  [26:  Peace 2015.]  [27:  Peach 2005:19. They came from Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan and Somalia (Peach 2005:19). ]  [28:  Islamic Human Rights Commission 2015. ] 


Emphasis was placed back on British Muslims after 9/11.[footnoteRef:29] The British Government issued Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act to try and protect its citizens.[footnoteRef:30] In 28th September 2002 half a million individuals including the Muslim groups Stop the War Coalition and Muslim Association of Britain protested against the impending Iraq War in 2003.[footnoteRef:31] The war was seen negatively in Britain for Muslims and non-Muslims alike.[footnoteRef:32] [29:  Peach 2005:18. ]  [30:  McGhee 2005:95. ]  [31:  Peace 2015. Syalm, Alderson and Milner 2003, The Telegraph 16th February 2003. ]  [32:  Gribble, Wessley, Klein, Alexander, Dandeker and Fear 2015:135. ] 

Islamic terrorism began to be executed within Britain with 7/7 in 2005, Lee Rigby in 2013, London Bridge, Westminster and Manchester Arena attack in 2017.[footnoteRef:33] In response the government produced the Prevention of Terrorism Act 2005, and subsequently in 2006, 2008, 2010 and 2011 and ‘Prevent’ in 2011 all seemingly aimed at Muslims.[footnoteRef:34] British Muslims were considered unable to integrate, causing a rise in Islamophobia, exclusion and discrimination.[footnoteRef:35] British citizens believed that Islamic terrorism was having a profound negative effect on Britain. In response to this many Muslims formed groups to help non-Muslims perceive Islam peacefully.[footnoteRef:36]  [33:  Hasan 2015, The Guardian 5th July 2015. Jones 2013, Shout Out UK 28th May 2013. See Coyle 2017, Manchester Evening News 30th May 2017.  Alexander 2017, The Telegraph 6th June 2017. Worley 2017, The Independent 12th June 2017.]  [34:  Brighton 2007:1. Peace 2015.Government Legislation 2005. Walker 2014:475, 521, 573, 587. See HM Government 2011:43, 55, 63. Younus 2018, AboutIslam 25th February 2018.  ]  [35:  Clements 2013:49. Elahi and Khan 2017:7, Runnymede Report.]  [36:  The Muslim Council of Britain in February 2018 conducted an open Mosque day to show British people the real Islam (Sherwood 2018, The Guardian 18th February 2018). Also London held a Muslim Festival in April 2018 to address misunderstanding in which Britons have of Islam (AboutIslam and Newspapers 2018c, AboutIslam 2nd March 2018). ] 


In 2014 Britain aided United States in targeting Islamic State in the Middle East.[footnoteRef:37]  The West was portrayed as an oppressor of Islam which caused British Muslims to become radicals.[footnoteRef:38] In 2015 600 Britons were believed to have joined Islamic terrorist groups.[footnoteRef:39] British nationals joined ISIS, Al-Shabaab and Al Qaeda.[footnoteRef:40] Preachers such as Abu Hamza promoted Islamic terrorism at Finsbury Park Mosque, London.[footnoteRef:41] [37:  Ralph and Souter 2015:709, 715. ]  [38:  Werbner 2004:907. ]  [39:  Hasan 2015, The Guardian 5th July 2015. ]  [40:  Some include Jihadi John, the White Beast and the ‘Beatles’ See Bullen 2018, The Mirror 9th February 2018. Casciani 2015, BBC News 13th November 2015. Williams 2015, The Daily Mail 24th June 2015.  ]  [41:  Crilly 2015, The Telegraph 9th January 2015.  ] 


Although Islam appeared to have a negative effect on Britain, it has also promoted significant positive changes. Government legislation in 2010 introduced the Equality Act against discrimination in the workplace.[footnoteRef:42] 2.8 Million Muslims in Britain are employed in restaurants, NHS, law, the media, public services and many more.[footnoteRef:43]  There have also been inspiring Muslims, sportsmen including Mo Farah and Amir Khan and in 2016 Sadiq Khan who became the first Muslim Mayor of London.[footnoteRef:44]  [42:  Government Legislation 2010. Wellbeing Charter 2017. Equality Act 2010 replaced the Disability Discrimination Act 2005 and Race and Relations Act 1976 (Wellbeing Charter 2017:5). ]  [43:  The Muslim Council of Britain 2018. ]  [44: Muslim Association of Britain 2015. Marsh 2016, The Guardian 7th May 2016. ] 


An Islamic population within Britain has encouraged business relations and political allies with Islamic countries. By rejecting a ban on hijabs this has encouraged Muslims to visit and invest in Britain.[footnoteRef:45] Prince Mohammad bin Salman recently made a trade deal between Saudi Arabia and Britain.[footnoteRef:46] The Arab population own £30 billion worth of investment in London.[footnoteRef:47] In 2014 £3.3 billion was spent within the United Kingdom by Muslim tourists which is set to increase.[footnoteRef:48] Furthermore British Muslims entrepreneurs have tapped into the global Islamic Market by exporting goods for Muslim customers abroad.[footnoteRef:49] [45:  See Theresa May’s speech in Hall 2017, The Express 1st February 2017. ]  [46:  See Chapman 2018, The Independent 7th March 2018. ARAB News 2018, ARAB News 8th March 2018. ]  [47:  Curry 2017, The Telegraph 17th March 2017. Arabs own London property, the Shard, the Olympic Village and many more  (Curry 2017, The Telegraph 17th March 2017). ]  [48:  Malik 2016. ]  [49:  For example The Muslim Sticker Company UK based in London is the first company to produce Muslim Doll collection for export (AboutIslam and News Agencies 2018b, AboutIslam 6th March 2018) others are constructing Islamic buildings to benefit British Muslims and visiting Muslims. In Cambridge a £24 million eco-mosque is being built for 2018 which is the first of its kind in Europe (AboutIslam and Newspapers 2018a, AboutIslam 26th February 2018).  ] 


Through 40 years of change Britain has become a multicultural society filled with many practiced religions.[footnoteRef:50] In recent years Islam in Britain has been tainted and scrutinized negatively as being a threat to British values which promotes terrorism. However its presence in Britain has undoubtedly changed government policies to promote equality and respect for all religious beliefs and culture. Islam has had a profound effect on the country, its policies, its economy and its relationship with Muslims across the globe.  [50:  Anwar 1995:37. ] 
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