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Alver Valley Country 
Park : Location

• Hampshire (the south coast of 
England).

• Large territory (200 ha).
• Silty clays and peat deposits on river

banks.
• Post-industrial land (ex-quarry and

landfill).
• Higher-Level Stewardship (HLS) 

Grant received in 2018
• Recreational use and habitat 

enhancement
• Frequent flooding 

(Gosport Borough Council, 2015; Mapinfo, 2021). 



Main Habitats

◦ Meadows and grasslands on man-

made hills (west side, capped landfill).

◦ Small oak and alder woodlands 

including wet woodlands to the east 

(GREEN) (Gosport Borough Council, 2014b). .

◦ Nature reserves, skylark and water

voles (conservation species) (UK BPA)
(Gosport Borough Council, 2014a).

◦ Natural floodplain (river Alver).

◦ Flooding issues, water quality issues  
(Gosport Borough Council, 2014b). 

(Gosport Borough Council, 2014b; MapInfo, 2021).



Flood control: ‘Leaky Dams’ 
(Tudeley Woods Example)

◦ Cheep technique.

◦ Gosport Borough Strategic Flood Risk Assessmen.t

◦ Can reduce  runoff , flash floods.

◦ Can trap sediment.

◦ Habitat enhancement.

◦ Climate change resilience.

(Environment Times, 2020;  Mapinfo, 2021).



Flood Control & Pollution 

Control: Reedbeds
Introduction  (River Cain 
example)

◦ Apple Dumpling bridge and West 
of the River NR area.

◦ Multi-species habitats (perfect 
for water voles' conservation) 
(UK BAP) .

◦ Ditches to maintain 1m depths 
(important).

◦ Absorbing pollutants.

◦ River flow control and reduced. 
flooding .

(White and Blyth, 2013; Morganti et al., 2019, BBC News, 2021; MapInfo, 2021 ).



RIVER FLOW CONTROL: 
THORNEY WEIR CROSSING 

(GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE)

• Plans to install second rive. 
crossing (access issues) (in line 
with AVCP Strategic Plan).

• Sediment accumulation in the 
river channel.

• Access issues (strategic 
location)

• Thorney Weir (perfect 
solution).

• Multiple benefits  of 
weir/crossing design.

(Rickard, Day and Purseglove, 2003; MapInfo, 2021).



FLOOD CONTROL: ‘PERMEABLE  PARKING 
BAYS TECHNOLOGY

(ABG Creative Geosynthetic Engineering, 2021; MapInfo, 2021)

• Surface runoff  Issues in 
the Alver Park.

• 5 large, old, hard-paved 
carparks in the area.

• Innovative technology.
• Much cheaper than

standard pavers.
• Free-draining,
• Surface runoff control.
• Permeable Paving Grids  

are SuDs compliant.
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