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Introduction 
One assumption I have about teaching in the foundation phase is that learning through play is a big part of teaching and learning. Learning through play allows the children to learn new skills or stretch the skills they already have even further. I also believe that children should be able to play and do different activities both indoors and outdoors during the school day. They should not be restricted to learning indoors throughout their whole school experience as there are lots of opportunities to teach and learn outdoors in different environments. It is important that children get the opportunity to experience different environments and materials from an early age. Another assumption I have is children should be able to choose the way in which they learn and should have the choice of different activities that they want to take part in. For example if the teacher was teaching the class fractions they could put an array of different activities to do with fractions both indoors and outdoors for the children to take part in but the children are able to pick the activity that they want to complete. There should also be a range of activities for different abilities in the class this way the children are able to stretch and challenge their knowledge and improve their skills. 



Main Body 
My first assumption is that learning through play is important both indoors and outdoors. In my placement school this assumption is supported very strongly and is proven to be true as the pupils in the foundation phase have the opportunity to learn through play both indoors and outdoors throughout the school day not just during break time. The class teacher has set times in the week in which they take their class of pupils outdoors to the forest school area to undertake two different types of lessons. One lesson could potentially be about the forest school and the environment surrounding the children. For example building dens with the materials available to them, drawing and sketching what they could see or exploring different habitats in a particular area. Or the other option is to do a lesson which they could have been taught inside the classroom for example a math lesson. This allows the children to learn and experience different environments and will grasps the pupil’s attention more as they are not always learning within the four walls of their classroom. Jan White believes that outdoor play is an important way of learning from birth to the age of five. Jan white states that ‘movement and physical play, playing with water, sand and other natural materials, plants, living things and growing and construction, imaginative and creative play are all important aspects that children must experience though play” (White et al., 2020). This is strongly supported in my placement school as they have different areas in the school playground with different resources and activities the children can use throughout class time and also lunchtime. For example they had a sandpit with buckets and spades the children could use although this was not always available due to weather. They also provided the children with a large construction area but only a small group of pupils could use it at a time with a teacher supervising as some of the equipment was more difficult to use and the pupils could hurt themselves if they used it incorrectly. Forest schools was also a huge part of the outdoor learning environment. They also had a water section outdoors where they could measure volumes of water or play with the toy boats provided. There was an outdoor literacy section where the children could practice their literacy skills such as writing in sentences on chalk boards or reading short stories to each other. There was also a numeracy section where the pupils could practise their numeracy skills during lunch time such as adding and subtracting once again using chalk boards. There were also two different types of climbing frames, one for nursery and reception children and then a slightly bigger one for the year one and year two children. The school also had bikes, balls and a giant wooden pirate ship which the pupils could use during break time to explore their imagination.

My second assumption is pupils should have the freedom of choice in the way they learn and what they learn. In my placement school this assumption was also proven to be true as each week the class teacher would come up with a number of different activities and challenges based on one particular topic that the children could have experienced during the school week. The class teacher also explained to me that the children often helped to decide the topic of the week within reason. The pupils would help suggest a theme and the teacher would choose with different activities and challenges structured around the curriculum. Maria Montessori believes in six key points when it comes to learning development (Montessori, 2015). Number one independence, meaning that children should have the freedom to choose what they want to learn and how they want to be taught it. Number two observation, this means the class teacher would need to watch the children carefully when they undertake different tasks in order to see what skills they need to develop. For example if a child kept banging the table and different objects this means that they have a need to develop their gross motor skills. Number three following the child, this will allow the class teacher to understand what areas the child needs developing in. Number four correcting the child, all children will make mistakes so it is the class teachers job to correct their mistakes and teach them how to do it properly for next time without raising their voice and upsetting the child. Number five prepared environment, this means that the teacher has prepared the working environment for the children. For example all the activities for the day are set up ready with all the resources available before the children come into school each morning. Number six absorbent mind, this means that the teacher would need to be careful with what they say and do in front of the children especially in the foundation phase as they may copy actions or say words that they should not be saying or doing. The Maria Montessori theory was massively followed in my placement school as the pupils were able to participate in what they were going to learn and had the freedom of choice as to what activity they wanted to do each day, although some of the time there was class set tasks and work to do as there was no other option. The class teacher often had small groups doing different tasks with her to monitor their progress on the topic that was being taught. I also observed that the class teacher put different activities out for different abilities, this way every pupil in the class were able to stretch and challenge themselves. They also once again liked to take advantage of the surrounding environments and used the outdoor environment for some of the activities if and when appropriate. Trips around the local community was also encouraged as the class teacher explained to me that the whole school had done the topic of littering and in turn each class walked to the beach and spent the morning or afternoon picking up litter and exploring their local beach. 

Conclusion 
In conclusion, from what I have observed on placement and learnt about during this module it will change the way in which I decide to teach. By looking at the Professional Standards for Teaching and Leadership I have set myself two targets. The first target is “The student teacher demonstrates sound knowledge and understanding of the needs of all learners in planning, preparation and teaching, and is committed to ensuring that the four purposes are the drivers for learners experiences”. My second target is “the student teacher actively seeks, listens to and takes account of the views of learners in order to fully engage and encourage them as active participants in their own learning”. I believe that these two targets will help me during my time on placement and when I qualify as a teacher as the child’s education and development is the most important thing and the children should have an input into what they are being taught. 
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