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Copy right free image from Wikimedia commons (Berimbau being sold on the street in Salvador, state of Bahia, Brazil) (wmpearl, 2013)

Introduction/Overview 
The berimbau is today mostly known for being a afro-Brazilian musical instrument part of a martial art/ dance called Capoeira. However this musical object means more than a mere musical instrument. Today it symbolises the resistance against slavery and oppression of Afro-Brazilians “symbol to one of blackness and resistance” (Eric. A. 2013). Struggle of a people who disguised a martial art as a dance in order to survive. well documented is how slaves used musical instruments and music as a coping mechanism’’…under slavery, music was no just a coping mechanism…”.  Researchers and anthropologists claim that its roots might have started as a religious, mystical, cultural and historical instrument (Glam, E.A. 2004).
Brought from Africa to Brazil with its earliest accounts around 1814 (Johann R 1802–1858). The berimbau has an extensive past, being used in diverse cultures from the south of India to Zambia to Angola in Africa as well as to northern Brazil and ultimately throughout the world (Graham 1991). Claim of its first presence in Brazil was seemingly around Pernambuco and Bahia with names claimed by primary sources such as ( Urucungo or Uricungo ) (Galm, E.A. 2004).Paintings of the time demonstrates the instrument being carried by slaves or being used  as a method of entertainment "Recently Arrived (Enslaved Africans, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1819-1820). [image: ]
The Instrument 
The instrument is described as a bow with a single string percussion object made of naturally occurring materials. Cabaça is an  dried-hollowed fruit which is cut creating a round flower vase like bowl secured to the lower sometimes middle portion of the berimbau. This dried fruitis; used to amplify and resonate the sound. Followed by a Pedra ou Dobrao (stone or coin) pressed against string to produce variations of sound and the Baqueta a small stick used to strike against the string to create sound. The berimbau has been widely used as an instrument for spiritual and cultural practices, storytelling and celebrations. Today it has been incorporated to an art in form of dance and fight developed out a resistance and longing of freedom during slavery in Brazil called Capoeira. 
The Journey to Brazil 
Research shows paintings such as in the ‘’cave Le trois Freme ‘’ where drawings of a mystical figures can be seen with the bow dating back to 15.000 years ago (SACHS, C.1942). Since then, it has been well documented in Angola until its way to Brazil through the transatlantic slavery. the berimbau has taken a journey of development acquiring status and a legacy of extreme value to Brazilian culture (Wesolowski,2020). Today the instrument widely recognised as ‘’icon of afro-Brazilian culture’’ (James. S 2013) as well as used in different music styles such as Jazz, Samba and Pagode (Galm, E. 2011) .
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