Dating/Database Exercise

3.1. Dating Exercise (Medieval)
For questions (a) – (c) give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in these documents.
 
You should explain your methodology (how you arrived at the answer) and give full bibliographical details of any books you used.
 
For question (d) estimate a date of issue and explain how you have reached this conclusion.       
 
Answer all four sections.
   
(a) Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
King Richard II Reign: 22nd June 1377-29th September 1399.
8th year: 1385
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary: August 15th
When did the Wapentake Court at Pickering take place: Thursday 18th August 
This extract takes place on Thursday 18th August 1385 as the eight year of King Richard II’s reign was 1385. It is August as the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary takes place on the 15th August.[footnoteRef:1] It is the 18th August because the 15th August 1385 was a Monday so counting forward three days gives you Thursday 18th August 1385.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Ash Wednesday, Britannica.com (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)]  [2:  1385 Calendar, Day of the Week (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)] 

 
(b) Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
Pontification year of Bishop Anian of St Asaph: 1249
Day of St Mary Magdalene: 22nd July
Previous Bishops of Asaph: Reiner, Abraham and Hugh
The date of this quote is the 22nd July 1249 as the Bishop Anian of Shrewsbury had predecessors (although not direct) named Reiner, Abraham and Hugh.[footnoteRef:3] The specific date of 22nd of July is achieved as that is the day of St Mary Magdalene.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  ST ASAPH: Bishops, British History Online (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)]  [4:  St Mary Magdalene, Britannica (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)] 

 
(c) Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
4th Year of the Reign of King Edward: Which King Edward: Edward II, 1311
Episcopate of John de Ketene: Who and of what? 1310, Bishop of Ely.
Easter 1311: April 11th
When was Ash Wednesday that year?- 24th February 1311
Thursday the day after: 27th February 1311
This extract occurs on the 27th February 1311. To work this out I first had to discover who John de Ketene was and discovered that he was the Bishop of Ely from 1310 to 1316.[footnoteRef:5] This allowed me to check the reigns of the Kings of England and conclude that the extract is talking about Edward II who reigned from 1307 to 1327.[footnoteRef:6] Counting four years in gave me 1311 when taking into account that Edward’s regnal year begins on 7th July and John de Ketene’s episcopal year begins on 6th September.  [5:  Bishops of Ely, British History Online, {Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)]  [6:  Kings and Queens of England & Britain, Historic UK, (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)] 

 
(d)          Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.

Which King Henry is it?- Henry I 

Which Earl of Chester? Ranulf le Meschin, 3rd Earl of Chester as he had a brother named William who died between 1130-1135. 

Geoffrey Ridel, died 1120 in the White Ship Disaster.
His daughter Matilda married Richard Basset, he had two other daughters Mabel and one who married William Blund. 

Geoffrey de Clinton died 1134

Simon Bloet, Dean of Lincoln until 1133

Nigel d’Aubigny- died 21st November 1129

Henry did favour Woodstock as a residence and he spent Christmas 1126 there and held court on the 11th December. 

11th December 1126-1129

The above passage is from the 11th December 1126. I have arrived at this conclusion as Henry I was on the throne and is the King Henry mentioned.[footnoteRef:7] Also Simon Bloet was the Dean of Lincoln until 1133 and so would still be alive at this time. Geoffrey Ridel had died in 1120 and Nigel d’Aubigny in 1129 so this source can’t be from before or after these respectively.  [7:  Kings and Queens of England & Britain, Historic UK (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)] 


Rannulf, 3rd Earl of Chester is the Earl Rannulf and Earl of Chester mentioned as he had a brother named William and was alive at this time.[footnoteRef:8] The Basset family along with the Ridel family were key figures of royal justice at this time and so are of the right time.  [8:  Earls of Chester, Chesterwiki (Date Accessed 2nd December 2022)] 
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