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Introduction cards
Benefits of bilingualism and multilingualism
According to Ilari, Chen-Hafteck and Crawford (2013) singing diverse cultural songs grants children the opportunity to learn about other cultures whilst gaining better understanding about their own culture, which can then help with the understanding of personal identities and the perception of others’ identities. They also believe that singing multicultural songs can promote the well-being of children. The well-being of children is supported by Maslow’s Hierarchy of needs which describes all the factors that affect children’s development (Mathes, 2023).
Benefits card. 1
Bialystok and Werker (2017) state that even non-verbal interactions with others, are arguably the most intensely used system to have, as they are part of the most meaningful interactions with the world. This is supported by Dineen (2023) who agrees that teaching children sign language can help to strengthen their ability to communicate, regardless of whether they are hard of hearing or have additional needs. She believes that all children benefit form learning and using signs as communication skills as they can be used from as early as six to nine months old, which can help to advance children’s social skills from very early on in life.
Benefits card. 2
Global Parenting (2021) believes that when children are raised as multilingual, they can benefit by being able to interact and communicate with people around the world who also speak those languages. They agree that children can adjust and blend in, by taking on the language of the environment and can sometime codeswitch. This is supported as being a ‘valuable linguistic tool’ according to Baker (2011).

Welsh as an Additional Language
Kalogirou, Beauchamp and Whyte (2019) believe that Welsh as an additional language can be taught to children through the medium of Drama, especially to those of primary school age. They state that Vocabulary Acquisition via Drama (VAD) can help with three measures of vocabulary, which include picture naming, sentence formulation and improvisation tasks. 
Additional Language card. 1
According to Rhys and Thomas (2013) children who are bilingual may have a slight minor language delay at a young age. However, they agree that within time and as the children get older, the early delays can disappear as they become more experienced with the language. Chomsky (2006) agrees that children have an innate ability to become bilingual or multilingual. However, Sion-Mi and Kellogg (2022) agree that Vygotsky’s concept of a zone of proximal development is how children become bilingual. They believe that with the help of a knowledgeable adult and scaffolding and modelling, a child can develop another language.  
Additional Language card. 2

Brain Development
Thomas (2018) suggests that children who are bilingual can struggle when trying to organise two languages and when they are using one language, they must ignore the other. She believes that moving from one language to another can be difficult for them and that their brains need to work very hard for them to be able to do it successfully.
Brain development card
University of Reading (2016) agrees that bilingualism could change and improve children’s cognitive function and delay the symptoms of dementia later in life. 
Schug et al. (2021) agrees that children who are bilingual have a greater grey matter volume (GMV) than monolinguals and believe that there is evidence to suggest that it is even larger than the grey matter volume of those in adults who are bilingual.
According to Kuipers and Thierry (2015) bilingual children have an enhanced phonological awareness and have a greater ability to learn new phonemes. They also agree that bilingualism increases children’s attention during speech perception. 

Divergent Thinking
According to Booton et al. (2021) there are benefits to being bilingual, but they believe that divergent thinking skills is not a benefit of bilingualism. They believe that there are no differences in divergent thinking skills between children who are monolingual and children who are bilingual, therefore agree that even though children who are bilingual may be more creative due to a wider variety of cultural experiences, divergent thinking does not become greater due to bilingualism. However, according to Karatas and Aktan-Erciyes (2022) individuals who are bilingual outperform individuals who are monolingual during divergent thinking tasks.
Divergent thinking cards
Robinson (2026) states that divergent thinking in children of a young age is at a large capacity but he believes that as they get older their divergent thinking skills can deteriorate. However, he agrees that allowing children to collaborate with each other would enable divergent thinking skills to be at a greater level for longer. 


Links to Early Years Frameworks and Programmes
Welsh assembly Government (2003) state that teaching at schools in Wales should include the Welsh language throughout all subjects and agree that it should not be taught as a sole subject. They believe that practitioners should use incidental Welsh and always encourage children the everyday use of the language throughout all activities and all subjects.
Welsh Government (2024) believe that practitioners at settings in Wales should have a greater focus on encouraging the understanding and the use of Welsh for communication purposes and less focus on Welsh reading and writing skills. They believe that progression in the language is key to enabling confidence in children to ensure more use of the language beyond the classroom. 
Links to frameworks card 1
BookTrust (2024) believe that’s children should talk and read books with their families in their own language as well as English. They state that it is important to children as it helps them to have better thinking and reasoning skills when understanding language.
According to UNICEF (no date) all children have the right to enjoy their own culture, practice their own religion and use their own language stated in Article 30. Noormohamadi (2008) agrees that the mother tongue emphasizes the importance of children’s personal and intellectual development and believes that if children have a solid foundation in their mother tongue, they can develop stronger literacy abilities.
Links to frameworks card 2

Conclusion card
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