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GOD 
Father of the 

Universe/Architect/Demiurgus 
First cause is eternal/ The originator 

of all things BEING 
Exists always 

Never 
changes 
Eternal 

The abode of 
truth 

The model 
and pattern of 
the Cosmos 

Whole 
This has no 

motion 

The WORLD SOUL 
which consists of 
the four elements 
and exists parallel 
with the physical 
world

BECOMING 
Creation, Birth, Change, Decay, Destruction. 
This is the cosmos, created by God as a copy 

of all that is in being. 
As it was created so it must be destroyed, and 

is therefore an imperfect copy. 
Its life is measured by time 

The motion of the 
PLANETS as keepers 
of time, and hence of 
the life of the cosmos. 

Its motion is the revolution of 
the OTHER

The motion of the 
celestial equator and 
the FIXED STARS 

The revolution 
of the SAME 
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THE COSMOLOGY OF PLATO (c 428 – 348 BC) 
(From the “Timaeus”, trans. R.G. Bury pub. Heinemann. 1931) 
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