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 The image is a plan of Tomb 14 at Zapher Papoura in ‘The prehistoric tombs of Knossos’, by Sir Arthur Evans (1906).  It is a Chamber Tomb excavated in soft limestone rock, with a passage, or dromos leading down to it (Evans, 1906:393).
 Firstly, a striking feature of this image is its neatness, precisely angled walls, and organisation of the objects. This inspires a sense of professionalism, faith in the measurements, and thoroughness of the excavation- it looks so clear. But on rapid reflection, after experience of actual digs, this does not translate into my known reality. This, therefore, unsettled my belief in the image in its ability to tell me what was in the ground.
  However, the information recorded within the plan can be interpreted. Assuming the shading is the carved stone of the chamber, the body in a Cist in the floor, aligned precisely with the wall North/South with the head to the North, is included as part of an enclosed arena. A stage set with a Tripod Hearth, used in the position depicted as evidenced by charcoal on the ceiling above, and pots, ladles, cups and a lamp suggest a gathering of people doing something together, taking time and involving food and drink. An ivory casket containing a sword, spear, mirrors and other items is placed opposite the flames, left with the deceased, these objects may be associated with them.
 The cist in the corner is 45cms deep but otherwise measurements are not given, although the body does not look extended. The floor dimensions are clear, the entrance being 73cms wide as it narrows, indicating people would be in single file into the chamber. Being 3.7m by 2.8m there is room for a few people to sit sharing this meal. 
 Without a cross section, I cannot see if the chamber is approached downwards or even upwards, or how tall it is inside.

 As an image the plan is unimaginative in its neatness, but it does communicate some measurements and the organisation within the chamber tomb well, allowing it to be compared to others. The treatment of the dead is shown in the plan by the placement in this arena. By comparing this plan with others in the same excavation record, similarities can be seen.  
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Comparison tomb plans from ‘The Prehistoric Tombs of Knossos’ ( Evans, 1906).

 Differences discovered during comparison regarding the collection of objects and the size of the chamber led the excavators to conclude the ‘Tomb of the Tripod Hearth’ was the most significant tomb in the cemetery (Evans, 1906:424.).

 To understand a belief system from this image alone is difficult. This image does communicate through the accurate recording of artifacts, telling some social process has happened in the chamber that took time, involving more than one person, with fire, light, food and drink. Presuming the deceased was interred at the time, it indicates a shared experience. This specialised liminal space would frame a ‘rite of passage’ coined by van Gennep (1906/1960), as both the deceased and the living transition from one social status to another (Larson,2014). Emerging from the smoky darkness and back into the community would have been a profound experience- possibly similar to the emotional journey we all experience at funerals of our own loved ones- although ethnographic comparisons need to be done with care (Ucko 1968:263).


 Delving into the excavation report itself, Evans describes the Chamber Tombs of Zafer Papoura as entered through a doorway, usually blocked by rough stones. The dromos slopes down to the chamber, usually from the East- which may be due to the topography of the hill. The skeletons were usually extended and in different orientations to the walls. Only in this tomb (14) were the bones placed in a pit, and the large size of the chamber and number of bronze vessels were seen as significant. The tunnel required much propping up, and at the end the elaborate doorway to the chamber itself was found to be open. No trace of blocking was found, and no sign of plundering.  
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Doorway of Tomb of the Tripod Hearth                   Tripod Plaster Hearth and group of Bronze Vessels
(No 14).(Evans,1906:426)                                      found in south-west corner of Chamber-Tomb (No 14)
                                                                                                            (Evans,1906:427).

Inside, the roof had collapsed, and excavation continued from above. 
The Tripod hearth contained charcoal, the belief of the excavators being that live coals from the home hearth would be taken to comfort the dead in the chamber. The “magnificent” bronze vessels grouped behind the hearth included a three-legged cauldron, bowels, basins, cups, ewers and a lamp. The artist restored the original shapes of vessels damaged by the collapse of the ceiling of the chamber, but their magnificence is not communicated in any of the drawings.
 The pit contained human remains the excavators considered to have been put there in a crouching position, with no covering. The remnants of two caskets and a bronze dirk, a lance head, knife and razors, mirrors, were much broken by the infall. They could indicate a male occupant.
 The central area had no remains, and the excavators considered the open doorway and lack of plundering, the lack of precious metals and the uncovered pit, suggest the main person whom this chamber was made for, was not interred. However, the use of the hearth and elaborate service vessels suggest there was an internment ritual. The excavators went on to suggest a sarcophagus had been laid to rest, and imagined a fall of rock necessitated its hasty removal, leaving items of minor value behind.
The plan does not communicate the information held in the text. The key to identify artifacts is within the following paragraphs, and many measurements are missed. Having no cross section it is only a partial representation, leaving out the height of the chamber, depth in the ground and decent of the dromos - it could even be viewed from the image alone as a platform on the surface rather than a carved chamber 7m underground.
 It does communicate useful information through the dimensions it includes and the layout of the artifacts. Without the added context of the written report and comparisons to other tombs, the importance and unusual features would be missed. However, in context within the text, it is a clear representation of the discoveries and a useful recording of the reality in the ground.
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32. Doorway of the Tomb of the Tripod Hearth (No. 14
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