Contemporary Challenges – 1st Assignment

My chosen subject in this matter is Topic 4: Rise of the machines. The reason for this is it’s the most current and fast-moving subject that needs to be discussed. AI is rapidly changing the way the world works and the way people think and the way people work, whether it’s for pleasure, medical or professional, there are many positives and many negative things that come with these changes. Most likely more positives than negatives, but are the negatives just paranoia from people who are against it?
In this Topic, I will be aiming at AI in the personal and professional areas. Personal would be regarding many things that help or make things worse than it already was. Professional would cover the same things.
AI (as mentioned above) is growing extremely fast, the more it grows, the faster it progresses into the future. So many different industries for technology are advancing in very different speeds and cause very different out-comes, depending on area of effect. E.g. computers are on a stop with progression, the only difference with these since the peak of computing everything has slowed down in the case of advancement, but the power the computers are upgrading are always getting higher and higher. I wouldn’t say that’s anything to do with AI, but AI is a contribution towards more powerful computers to be able to handle the processing power most AI services requires. You have mobile phones that are advancing every year, whether it’s the camera modules, the internals of the batteries for a more efficient longer lasting battery cell on a smaller capacity or the hardware side from the front glass or USB port for charging speeds. 
Wherever there is advancement, there is usually consequences, bigger phone batteries, more likely to catch fire or blow (Samsung Galaxy Note 7 in 2016), where the peak of smartphones were advancing a little too quickly, also competition which is a huge issue with brands all around the world. Competition pushes companies to do the wrong thing because they wanted to have the “bigger” number or pixels, battery capacity, resolution. This goes for monitors, televisions, handheld devices. Anything to do with AI needs to have real thoughts on whether they need to compete against other companies or advance in the right way by making life easier for the buyers.
(Market, 2021) “On 2 September, Samsung suspended sales of the Galaxy Note 7 and announced an informal recall after it was found that a manufacturing defect in the phones' batteries had caused some of them to generate excessive heat, resulting in fires and explosions. A formal U.S. recall was announced on 15 September 2016.”
This changed the smartphone industry and the progression in battery capacity. The race slowed down, but quickly got back on it’s feet with other competitors putting the battery life and safety first by inventing a dual-battery-cell that goes into a smartphone.
The peak of the smartphone industry was in 2016, where competition just got so aggressive that one of Samsungs smart devices were actually exploding in peoples pockets, whether on charge or getting too hot in their pockets. The first case was mid-flight on an aeroplane. 









(Market, 2021) “25 years ago, on August 15, 1996, Nokia released the Nokia 9000 Communicator. Able to send and receive email and access the web via its 9.6 kbit/s GSM modem, the Communicator was way ahead of its time. And while no one called it that at the time, it was in fact one of the first smartphones on the market. It would take roughly another decade and a stroke of genius from Steve Jobs to jumpstart the smartphone market, which really took off after the release of the first iPhone in 2007, which rang in the era of modern touchscreen smartphones.
14 years later, the smartphone boom has died down a bit, as market saturation and a lack of real innovation have led to declining sales for the past few years. And while the market did return to positive growth in Q4 2020 and carried that momentum through the first half of 2021, it remains doubtful if smartphone shipments will ever return to the level reached in 2016. Back then, Apple, Samsung and the like shipped 1,473 million devices, marking the industry’s peak so far. By 2020, shipments had dropped back to 1,292 million units, the lowest total since 2013.
While some experts think that “peak smartphone” is already behind us, market research group IDC remains hopeful for the industry to return to previous heights and even surpass them. In its latest industry forecast, the company expects a major boost from the 5G transition in 2021 and low single-digit growth rates through 2025, when global shipments are expected to pass 1,500 million units.”
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Most of the selling points for mobile phones, computers and televisions is how convenient it is. Here’s where AI comes in. A mobile phone (most) can help you translate and speak to someone in a completely different language without hesitating (signal dependant). They translate live as you speak, or they speak into the phone. It’s very revolutionary, yet the consequence here, people get lazy and don’t learn the beauty of other languages, if the phone battery dies or you have no signal to use the phone, you are completely stuck as there is no translation help there.
Computers are getting faster with the help of AI, yet the physical objects that speed up your pc are of smaller capacity. You used to get computers with 64GB of RAM that are now slower than PCs with 16GB RAM, mainly due to their processors being more efficient (not more powerful) and software helping the desktop manage apps in the background. The issues with this is more power demanding software will burn the PCs out a lot faster than normal. Here’s an example from a mechanical view. Ford cars for a few years have changed from using diesel engines to turbo petrol engines, that’s great, but the engines are 1.0litre, that is a very small engine to put a turbo on, to give you the sensation of power. Around 65% of those (mainly Fiestas) are now off the road due to belts snapping under the pressure from the turbo. This is a perfect example of AI failing on desktops. It’s yet to happen, (unless it has), but it will happen a lot more frequent as hacking AI will also destroy technology.




Solutions to this, very simple movements to reduce the amount of AI capabilities from foreign or un-trustworthy users which is the most difficult part. People will adjust to less technology, we always do. This generation will struggle, but it’s human nature to adjust.
(Hodge, 2020) “More than 60% of all respondents said they worried that the pace of technology was too fast and that governments don't understand it enough to regulate it. Another 66% said they worry that technology will make it impossible to know if what people are seeing or hearing is real.“ 
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 To sum it up, I believe AI will have a D-Day in the near future, where everything is pushed too fast and too far. It will all shut down. There will be no “Rise of Machines” as most technology is either hacked or it fails due to lack of understanding or just plain stupidity from the creators.
People of the newer generations will be lost as most have not learnt how to live without technology. Yet the older generation will thrive and must teach their past abilities (making fire, cooking without electricity, communicating in person). 

Here is my poster.
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Technology needs
to fall to rise. This is the same with
people, when you fall to your
lowest, you can only rise.





