Karl Marx 

Karl Marx was a nineteenth century philosopher and revolutionary socialist. He can be said to be one the most prominent critics of capitalism, recognising its self-destructive qualities. Some of the leading political movements of the twentieth century, such as Maoism, Stalinism and Marxism-Leninism, respectively advanced by Mao, Stalin and Lenin, have been largely impacted by Marx’s theory of the mode of production. Two of Marx’s main works were Das Kapital[footnoteRef:1] and The Communist Manifesto[footnoteRef:2]. They both carry their significance through to the twenty-first century. The main point that Marx makes in his works is that Capitalism is doomed to fail because of its self-destructive nature. The world has progressed towards greater distribution of ownership of the means of production throughout history and the dictatorship of the proletariat is the next step. The dictatorship of the proletariat (where the working-class control would control the means of production) is not the overall goal, but the next step on the way to the creation of communism “No, no more than existing forces of production can at one stroke be multiplied to the extent necessary for the creation of a communal society”[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Published on 14 September 1867 by Karl Marx ]  [2:  Published on 21 February 1848 by Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels]  [3:  Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, and Samuel Moore. "Manifesto of the communist party." (1972): 1848. Moscow p.49
] 



Das capital is a critique of the capitalist economy. Marx starts talking about the internal limits of the capitalist system and goes into more detail about the crises that arise from the regular business cycle, trade, etc. But most importantly, much of volume three is dedicated to explaining how the capitalist system is inherently limited and doomed to run up against its own limits. In the Communist Manifesto Marx and Engels outline a long transition into Communism. By first moving towards socialism and then once stability is attained, attempting to move towards Communism. 

One of Marx and Engels arguments was that prior to industrialisation, we produced not much more than we used. Obviously, there was trade but for the most part the lack of machinery kept production levels low. The automation of labour has increased the ability to mass produce leading to overproduction. Marx criticised the effect of having such a surplus. Marx said when you overproduce (in the search for profits under capitalism) supply is increased, demand is decreased, and the price decreases. This is not good for the worker as this cycle feeds back on itself, and ultimately the workers are the ones that have to pay the price.

Marx divided the population into two classes. “The idea of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas: i.e., the class which is the ruling material force of society is at the same time its ruling intellectual force”[footnoteRef:4] The first was the ‘bourgeoise’ who had the capital (the money, the assets, the means to produce) and owned the companies or managed them. They did not produce directly, but they received the profits from production. The second class was the ‘proletariat’. These are the workers in the factories and on the farms. Their standard of living is so low that they can only afford to survive. the proletariat are the ones who are actually doing the labour and producing the goods, yet they are treated the worst and receive little of the profits. Marx argued for a society in which the workers ruled. He argued for labour unions to protect themselves from increasingly poor conditions. As before unions, if a something happened to a worker, there was no one to represent them. But if the workers band together then the managers and owners would have to improve conditions. They can't do the work on their own, they require a large number of the proletariat. [4:  Karl Marx and Engels, F., 1845. The ruling class and the ruling ideas. Media and Cultural studies, p.9.] 


The goal of the Communist Manifesto was for the workers to take advantage of their power, which was in production. If they had to stop work completely, or strike, it cost the owners more in lost production than it cost the workers in lost wages. Marx said this was the result of industrialisation. He stated that we stopped producing to meet needs and started producing to make profits for a small portion of the population. He argued that the class struggle between the bourgeois and proletariat would continue to grow until a revolution occurs which will establish a state run by the workers. As an example, in the UK, the richest 10% have about 50% of the wealth [footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/bulletins/distributionofindividualtotalwealthbycharacteristicingreatbritain/april2018tomarch2020 accessed on 30/10/2022
] 


The works and ideas of Karl Marx can be thanked for the introduction of, for example, the welfare state. It can be argued that aspects of today’s society would not have come into being without Marxism. With that being said, it is evident in today’s world that the promises of capitalism of making everybody rich have not materialised. The proletariat are too busy with their own livelihoods, barely surviving, to see that the bourgeoisie hoard a disproportionate portion of wealth from their own labour. 
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