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[bookmark: _30j0zll]1.Introduction 
This has been such an important module in helping me to learn and improve on some key academic skills that will make a significant difference in my academic and professional future. This reflective report aims to stage a reflection of my learning journey by using Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle in a structured reflection. I will, through this, examine what I did in order to improve my Finding Information/Research Skills, Academic Writing Skills, and Referencing Skills. Each of these skills has been huge in helping my academic work to remain of good quality and effectiveness, and will focus on the challenges met, the progress made and things learnt on this module (Cutillas, 2023).
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Fig: Academic skills search on Google Scholar

Description:
Prior to this module, my research had been far from structured and ran on random searches on the general internet and a lot of usually free websites, some of which provided unreliable sources. It contained library workshops and tutorials where I discovered how to use peer reviewed articles (see attached screenshot from my academic skills research) in library databases such as Google Scholar (McKoy, 2022).
Feelings:
The amount of information is too much to find reliable sources at first. At the end of the research sessions, for my assignments, I gained confidence and developed a structured way to approach.
Evaluation:  
The most useful aspect was discovering tools and databases to search in for academic results, such as Boolean operators to fine tune a search and an evaluation of source. But with broad or specific keywords, it was difficult to narrow down results to most relevant articles (Greenhow, 2022).
Analysis: 
They taught me practical strategies that made my research process better – alternatives to advanced search options, as well as the ability to actually cite information more easily, get suggestions on related articles, and find your sources in a single place. These methods served as a means to obtain more relevant literature for a class assignment and created a well supported argument.
Conclusion: 
This is a really useful module that has improved my research skills enormously and caused my work to be better and made me more confident with future research tasks.

Action Plan:
I will also practice some more advanced searches, explore more academic search engines, and learn some software for managing references better (Greenhow, 2022).
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Description:
Before this module, I wasn’t in that place yet. Academically, my writing was basic, I couldn’t structure arguments, and I couldn’t hold a formal tone. The coherence in my assignments was poor, and my paragraphs did not always support my thesis. During the module, I was in writer’s workshops and peer reviews, which allowed me to organize my thoughts, draft great introductions and conclusions, and refine my writing code (Harris, 2022).
Feelings:
At first, I was not confident enough to write academically well, so I used to get anxious about academic writing. The workshops taught me to improve in these areas and offered me practical strategies to help me feel more comfortable with them even though I knew that there was still work to be done.
Evaluation:
Something that worked well was learning to make outlines before starting on an assignment, which helped flow of the paper and its purpose. Peer reviews contributed to improving clarity and conciseness. But I still found that I couldn’t always stay on point in longer essays and didn’t always write with a formal tone (McKoy, 2022).
Analysis:
The strategies that helped me out with my writing were, outlining and drafting multiple versions. But for example, outlining helped me write my research paper in a logical structure telling the arguments and leading up to a final conclusion, which was much better than what I wrote before.
Conclusion:  
So the module helped me with my academic writing, helped me structure essays, and gave me more confidence in presenting arguments. I have progressed a lot, cohesion and tone are things to work on though.
Action Plan:
I'm going to keep improving, and I plan to continue getting feedback from peers and mentors and practice writing essays and reports. On the writing front, I will also keep refining my outlining and drafting techniques to make my writing process that much stronger (Hwang, 2022).
[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]4.Skill 3: Referencing Skills
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Fig: References
Description:
Prior to this module I knew very little about referencing. I usually had a lot of trouble understanding what was the correct formatting citation for and struggled to write it all down correctly. It was because of this lack of familiarity sometimes that I would have incomplete or wrong references in my assignments. Evidence from the attached workshops showed that the module included focused workshops in reference skills, namely major citation styles such as APA, MLA, Harvard. But these sessions not only give you detailed guidance on how to structure references as well as how to understand each style for developing your academic integrity, it also offers you a chance to speak with your classmates to share tips and tricks, and to simply ask everyone what they have planned for their exams (Harris, 2022).
Feelings:
I was initially afraid to report the references due to the potential to make errors, or unintentionally copying their work. With the much detailed referencing styles this made me really unstable. But as I went to these workshops, my confidence grew. The examples in the practice exercises and examples such as APA and Harvard style citations helped me become more comfortable and proficient at correct source citation.
Evaluation:
One great win was definitely my newfound capacity to cite sources correctly, improving the authority of my academics. I realize the reasons behind not only referencing well but also supporting my arguments with quality research as these are the things that grant my research credibility. Although I had some difficulty citing unconventional sources, including online materials with unclear publication details and making sure I didn't plagiarize referenced information by correctly paraphrasing the information provided, don't go wrong with this course, instead it's full of information that can assist you and help you daily life based on this and you will not have a problem tackling it (Yan, 2022).

Analysis:
Proper referencing has in itself been a great help in making my assignments credible and more scholarly. Citations which were accurate in the fact also showed that I have done thorough research and also helped me to trust my work. In a research project that I completed where I used a range of sources including journal articles and book chapters my referencing skills were much improved. Also, the citations were tightly formatted according to the styles that are shown in the below screenshot.
Conclusion: 
This module helped me to improve skills such as correctly and consistently reference to present credible research that is not seen as plagiarized.
Action Plan:
To further better my referencing, I will employ EndNote and RefWorks tools and master essentially all of the most common citation styles, so that my bibliography and footnotes will be applicable for any academic or professional setting (Hwang, 2022).
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]5.Conclusion
I have improved my knowledge in developing my research, academic writing and referencing skills for my academic writing. I have learned to use these skills to improve my research, writing and the ability to keep enough academic integrity in my assignments, to boost my confidence and efficiency when working on the assignments. Onwards, I’ll sharpen them up with practice, feedback, and increasingly sophisticated tools to ensure further growth and success.

[bookmark: _4d34og8]Referencing:
Cutillas, A., Benolirao, E., Camasura, J., Golbin Jr, R., Yamagishi, K. and Ocampo, L., 2023. Does mentoring directly improve students’ research skills? Examining the role of information literacy and competency development. Education Sciences, 13(7), p.694.

Greenhow, C., Graham, C.R. and Koehler, M.J., 2022. Foundations of online learning: Challenges and opportunities. Educational Psychologist, 57(3), pp.131-147.

Harris, L.R., Adie, L. and Wyatt-Smith, C., 2022. Learning progression–based assessments: a systematic review of student and teacher uses. Review of Educational Research, 92(6), pp.996-1040.

Hwang, H., Cabell, S.Q. and Joyner, R.E., 2022. Effects of integrated literacy and content-area instruction on vocabulary and comprehension in the elementary years: A meta-analysis. Scientific Studies of Reading, 26(3), pp.223-249.

McKoy, C.L. and Lind, V.R., 2022. Culturally responsive teaching in music education: From understanding to application. Routledge.

Yan, Z., 2022. Student self-assessment as a process for learning. Routledge.
image3.png
Cite

MLA  Shapiro, Edward S., and Milena A. Keller. "Academic skills
problems." Clinician's Handbook of Child Behavioral
Assessment. Academic Press, 2006. 605-630.

APA  Shapiro, E. S., & Keller, M. A. (2006). Academic skills
problems. In Clinician's Handbook of Child Behavioral
Assessment (pp. 605-630). Academic Press.

Chicago  Shapiro, Edward S., and Milena A. Keller. "Academic skills
problems." In Clinician's Handbook of Child Behavioral
Assessment, pp. 605-630. Academic Press, 2006.

Harvard  Shapiro, E.S. and Keller, M.A., 2006. Academic skills
problems. In Clinician's Handbook of Child Behavioral
Assessment (pp. 605-630). Academic Press.

Vancouver Shapiro ES, Keller MA. Academic skills problems. InClinician's

Handbook of Child Behavioral Assessment 2006 Jan 1 (pp.
605-630). Academic Press.

BibTeX EndNote RefMan RefWorks

p_—




image1.png
= Google Scholar

® Articles

Any time

Since 2024
Since 2023
Since 2020
Custom range...

Sort by relevance
Sort by date

Any type
Review articles

include patents
v include citations

Create alert

academic skills .

About 66,90,000 results (0.1 sec)

Academic skills problems

ES Shapiro, MA Keller - Clinician's Handbook of Child Behavioral ..., 2006 - Elsevier

... academic skills focused on problem solving that has been designed to evaluate a student's
skills ... being used in the assessment of basic skill development of elementary students. CBA ...
Yr Save D9 Cite Cited by 1641 Related articles All 9 versions

Identifying academic skill and performance deficits: The experimental analysis
of brief assessments of academic skills

GJ Duhon, GH Noell, JC Witt, JT Freeland... - School Psychology ..., 2004 - Taylor & Francis

... with academic concerns that is conceptually derived from the distinction between skill ... for

2 students they were not, suggesting a skill deficit hypothesis. An extended analysis was then ...

Yr Save D9 Cite Cited by 167 Related articles All 12 versions

Measuring the academic skills of university students: Evaluation of a diagnostic
procedure

EJ Erling, JTE Richardson - Assessing writing, 2010 - Elsevier

... in need of academic writing development by ... of academic writing. We therefore conclude

that the procedure is a reliable and valid means of identifying students who need writing skills ...

Y¢ Save U9 Cite Cited by 59 Related articles All 9 versions

Teacher ratings of academic skills: The development of the Academic
Performance Rating Scale

GJ DuPaul, MD Rapport, LM Perriello - School psychology review, 1991 - Taylor & Francis

... academic skills ... academic achievement (eg, standardized psychoeducational batteries)
are used as integral parts of the diagnostic process and for long-term assessment of academic ...
Yr Save DY Cite Cited by 400 Related articles All 7 versions

Related searches

academic skills higher education texas academic skills
students academic skills basic academic skills
academic skills employability academic skills business and tourism

headway academic skills importance of effective academic skills

[PDF] researchgate.net

[PDF] researchgate.net

[PDF] researchgate.net

@ My profile

Y My library




image2.png
Table of Content

1.Introduction

2.8kill 1: Finding Information/Research Skills
3.Skill 2: Academic Writing Skills

4.Skill 3: Referencing Skills

5.Conclusion

Referencing:

O OO0 WwWw




