Critical thinking : Spot the Assumption
"People who don't vote don't care about their country."
Assumptions: A vote is the only way to show care; everyone who is eligible can easily vote; not voting indicates lack of concern rather than other reasons.
"Organic food is always healthier than regular food."
Assumptions: "Healthy" has a single definition; all organic food is created equally; how food is grown is the sole determinant of health impact.
"Technology is making us less intelligent."
Assumptions: There's one type of intelligence; technology only has negative effects on our thinking; past generations were inherently more intelligent.
"Violent video games cause violent behavior."
Assumptions: Simple cause-and-effect relationship; everyone reacts to video games the same way; no other factors contribute to violence.
"You should always follow your dreams."
Assumptions: Everyone's dreams are realistic and achievable; following dreams always leads to happiness; practical considerations are unimportant.



Critical thinking: Fact or opinion

Simple Statements
The Earth revolves around the Sun. (Fact)
Summer is the best season. (Opinion)
Chocolate ice cream tastes better than vanilla. (Opinion)
George Washington was the first president of the United States. (Fact)
Dogs make the best pets. (Opinion)

Slightly More Challenging
Homework is important for a student's success. (Opinion – there's debate on this)
The Mona Lisa is a beautiful painting. (Opinion – beauty is subjective)
Smoking is harmful to your health. (Fact – backed by extensive research)
Recycling helps the environment. (Fact - supported by data)
People should learn a second language. (Opinion – benefits debatable)

Tricky Ones (To Spark Discussion)
The internet has made the world a better place. (Opinion – pros and cons exist)
Violent video games should be banned. (Opinion - complex issue, no simple answer)
History classes are boring. (Opinion, but may be based on some factual experiences)
Social media is bad for our mental health. (Opinion, but with growing research to consider)
All politicians are corrupt. (Opinion – sweeping generalization)





Broken Telephone: This classic game gets students thinking about distortions of information. Have students sit in a circle. Whisper a short but detailed phrase or story to the first student. They then whisper it to the next, and so on. The last person shares aloud, and the class discusses how and why the message changed.
· The spotted zebra ran quickly through the tall grass.
· The clumsy penguin waddled through the ice 
· The fluffy purple octopus wore a sparkly hat and danced on the sandy beach
· Five fine fresh fried fish for you
· The grumpy monkey ate a banana



What is missing? 
Ask the group to determine what information is missing from the passage of text, get them to come up with questions to ask about it 

· The Scenario:
A car is parked haphazardly on the side of a rural road. The driver's door is wide open and the engine is still running.  A cell phone lies on the ground a short distance from the car. There are no signs of an accident, and no one is in sight.

· Scenario:
A student nervously enters a classroom for a presentation. Their clothes are wrinkled, they have a small stain on their shirt, and they are missing handout materials they usually have neatly organized. The student appears flustered and avoids eye contact with others.



Analyse the News
What is the main claim of the article/clip?
What evidence is presented to support it?
Are there other perspectives not included?
What are the potential biases of the source?

