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ASSESSMENT THREE – ESSAY PLAN, PARAGRAPH AND BIBLIOGRAPHY
INTRODUCTION
· Short discussion of history of academic approaches to studying Mabinogi
· Set out the goals – to conclude if there is enough evidence to support any of the theories already suggested
· Analysis of arguments presented previously – identify the conclusions and the premises. Evaluate if premises are true and strong. Is the conclusion deductive or not? 

SECTION ONE
Discussion of previous theories on ‘authorship’ of the Mabinogi. 
· Ifor Williams, Saunders Lewis, Iestyn Daniel, Andrew Breeze etc.

SECTION TWO
Discussion and analysis on evidence regarding where and when the Mabinogi was written and how this offers implications towards authorship.
· NORTH WALES
· Gwynedd stories contain the characters who are most often portrayed as wise and just – Math and Manawydan are from Gwynedd.
· There was a lot of political and intellectual activity in Gwynedd in the Middle ages. There was a precedent for scribal composition and translation during the 12th Century in Gwynedd.
· Many place names and settings of the stories are in North/North West Wales. 
· SOUTH WALES
· Pryderi is suggested as the main character of the four branches by some and is from Dyfed in the South.
· Orthographical evidence
· Spelling of ‘th’ as ‘t’ identified in four places in the white book of Rhydderch. There are also examples in Peniarth 28 which was written towards the end of 12th Century, but also in a law text written towards the end of 13th Century – suggesting the spelling was kept for a long time after the accent shift may have made it redundant.
· In the second Branch of the Mabinogi there are two examples of words which are stryw and stlys. Around 1106 it is shown these words would have had a ‘y’ at the front e.g. ystryw and ystlys, which potentially implies a written origin of before 1106.  
· Style
· Scarcity of French loan words suggest before the Norman Conquest.
· Satirical language style in Rhonabwy would only work during the contemporary time so suggests it was written during or close to the lifetime of Madog ab Maredudd who dies 1159.
· Phonological evidence
· The englyn which Gwydion tells to Lleu only rhymes if pronounced in the Old Welsh way, meaning would need to be written before this pronunciation changed owing to the accent shift. However, Williams does say elsewhere the englyns could well be older than the stories.
· Historical evidence
· A King doing a circuit of his lands where he is entertained by all his lords is called a cylch. Even the earliest recorded welsh laws, around 1175, do not mention the King going on cylch only his court suggesting this law may be obsolete by 1175 and implying a date of origin for at least 100 years before 1175. Difficult to say the author isn’t being deliberately archaic. 
· To gather so much material from all over Wales the author must have travelled and so likely to be during 1055 when Gruffydd ap Llwelyn had united a large part of Wales. However, just because the land was in political turmoil does not mean people didn’t travel and share culture.
· Saunders Lewis says that Caswallon was an allegory for Henry 2nd who took throne by force with little claim and then was very pleased with lords offering homage. His suggestion is based on how Henry 2nd went to Canterbury in 1174 to do penance for murdering Thomas Beckett and then in 1177 he held a great council in oxford. All contemporaries would likely have known he was there so that is why Rhiannon knew that Caswallon would be in Kent and oxford. However, many kings came to the throne by force with little claim.

SECTION THREE
Discussion and analysis of evidence regarding the gender, profession and class of the ‘author’ of the Mabinogi.
· Man
· More likely to be literate
· Those who seem to be the main characters are all male.
· Woman
· Several emotionally delicate passages focusing on love, birth and babies.
· Strong female characters present.
· The descriptions of women falling in love suggest a woman writer, and certainly not a male cleric. 
· Poet/Storyteller/Bard
· Use of oral myth, tradition and technique.
· Able to move around and collect the stories without political problems
· Priest or monk
· Literacy and scribes were more common in the religious orders. 
· Uses details from the Welsh Annals which were written in the Cistercian abbey of Strata Florida. 
· The Cistercian’s recorded a large amount of Welsh literature and even produced the parchment it was often written on.
· Lawyer or Judge
· Intimate knowledge of laws
· Noble class, king or lord
· Well versed in political situations and in King’s court proceedings. 
· Not uncomfortable with writing about actions and decisions made by Kings as well as offering criticism and judgement on them. 

CONCLUSION
Final summary of the theories and evidence presented; where, when and how they support by whom the Mabinogi was created.
· Summarise which theory of authorship has the most credible, relevant and logical support –inconclusive – simply not enough evidence to offer certainty. 
· Summarise which theory has the most effective argument. – strongest argument is for a male who is a monk or a priest – literacy – availability of materials – precedence of recording tradition in writing – dates suggested – literary style.
· Comments on what other avenues could be pursued for analysis to gather further evidence for the theories – interesting to wonder how far the tales spread and if any influence from much further afield could be found by looking up other countries myths and seeing if there are any parallels and similarities. Could suggest more truth to the possibility of it being a very good patchwork.

An Example paragraph from the beginning of the Introduction – brief history of academic approaches to the Mabinogi.  
The earliest surviving versions of the Four Branches are to be found in the White Book of Rhydderch, and the Red Book of Hergest. The first academic studies of the Mabinogion could be suggested to have begun with Matthew Arnold and his idea that the ‘author’ was a ‘medieval story-teller…pillaging an antiquity of which he does not fully possess the secret.’[footnoteRef:1] The idea that the Mabinogi was an attempt to piece together known parts of older tales, by an author who did not know or understand them fully, became one of the central assumptions of its’ early scholarship. There was an emphasis on attempting to discover the true ‘source’ of the Mabinogion. W. G. Gruffydd approached the Mabinogi with the view that much of its story was drawn from local ancient Celtic mythological belief.[footnoteRef:2] Whereas K.H. Jackson focused on how the stories were created to entertain, suggesting their origins lay in popular stories passed down orally. He theorised that this would mean the tales could have travelled easily across boundaries making them likely to be full of international interpretation and motifs.[footnoteRef:3] P. Mac Cana focused on the similarities to Irish literature and myth, drawing links between Irish mythological figures and characters in the text.[footnoteRef:4] The meaning of the Mabinogi to the contemporary audience was barely explored until in 1975 when J.K. Bollard published a paper on the narrative structure. He discussed the prominence of certain themes and story-telling devices and offered a reading which considered the landscape within which the text was created, and how it dealt with ‘concerns of great social significance to the audience. [footnoteRef:5]  He suggested that the Mabinogi was in fact, an intentionally created product of its’ contemporary world. This intensely text-focused approach has revealed that, far from being a patchwork collection of long-lost oral myths, the Mabinogi is in fact a sophisticated text, expressing a deep and complex exploration of the contemporary world in which it was created.  [1:   A. Matthew, On the study of Celtic literature and other Essays (London: J.M. Dent & Sons, 1910) p. 61.]  [2:  W.J. Gruffydd, ‘The Mabinogion’ Transactions of the Honourable Society of the Cymmrodorion (1912-1913), 14-80.]  [3:   K. H. Jackson, The International Popular Tale and the Early Welsh tradition (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1961)]  [4:  , P.  Mac Cana, Branwen Daughter of Llyr: A Study into the Irish Affinities and Composition of the Second Branch of the Mabinogi (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1958)]  [5:  J.K. Bollard, ‘The role of myth and tradition in the Four Branches of the Mabinogi’, Cambridge Medieval Celtic Studies, 6 (Winter) (1983), 67-86 (p. 86).] 
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ASSESSMENT FOUR – WEBSITE REVIEWS
Choose five websites relating to Celtic Studies. Not all of the websites have to be academic and scholarly. Indeed, it is a good idea to choose a selection of websites of varying quality. Briefly evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of your chosen sites, noting at the start where they can be found.
The Bodleian Libraries, Digital Bodleian, 2015, <https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/> [Accessed 11th January 2020].
The website is very modern and well presented, with a smart yet professional look. Scrolling down the homepage, stylish but simple animations bring up links to other parts of the website. These links are clearly labelled and when hovered over, they bring up a short but informative summary of where they lead, making them easy to navigate. The viewing function of the digital collection offers access to high quality uploads of original texts which would otherwise be extremely difficult to get access to. However, the viewing tool itself is difficult to use; the viewing pane is quite narrow, the control buttons small and badly labelled, and the zoom function is difficult to control as it is extremely sensitive. To the right of the viewing pane a column provides a brief summary of important details about the text being viewed. Unfortunately, the information provided is often sparse and in very small writing making it difficult to read, causing the whole viewing system to feel cramped and messy. Nevertheless, because the texts are all uploads of original documents, they are a particularly useful and rare resource for academic study, and it is provided and maintained by the Bodleian library making the information highly credible. The website is built for the viewing of the digital collection – to improve it the viewing tool needs to be centre focus. The tool should be much larger and less complex, as clear and sleek as the homepage, this would make infinite difference to the site’s usability. I would nevertheless recommend this resource to other academic users as it provides access to unique and reliable information in a generally stylish well organised package which is easy to navigate, with only a slightly unwieldy viewing tool letting it down overall. 

The National Library of Wales, <https://www.library.wales/> [Accessed 11th January 2020].
The website is colourful and eye-catching, with an engaging and friendly tone.  The homepage consists of bright and stylish tiled icons which have superimposed descriptions and titles. It also offers a summary list of all the digital resources it has available making it extremely simple to navigate for all types of users. However, some sections have restricted access where permission needs to be requested or the user needs to ‘sign in’. The website provides access to a large variety of digital material including; manuscripts, photographs, maps and videos all of which have been uploaded as high-quality copies onto the system. The viewing tool for image uploads, such as manuscripts and pictures, is well designed and easy to use. While it can be used for the basics, zooming and moving through the available pages, it also has many extras which can be accessed if required. It has tabs to each side of the viewing pane which provide further information regarding the text being viewed as well as an attribution and contents list which can be hidden to offer more space when viewing the main image. Outside of the viewing tool, the page it is embedded into contains interesting context and information on the text even offering further reading suggestions. Overall this is an excellent and varied resource full of useful information for academic study. The uploads and the information provided is through the National Library of Wales and so is reliable and well referenced.  I would recommend this website to other users as it is an easy to use and credible academic source of great variety and quality. 

Arosio, P. and Meozzi, D. Stone Pages. 1996, <https://www.stonepages.com/home.html> [Accessed 11th January 2020].
This website is a simple and informative collection of photographs, basic background and access/location details on various megalithic archaeological features. The website is split into well organised sections and it also offers use of a map marked by site, making for a creative and engaging navigation aid. Photographs and a basic description, and sometimes a brief historical context or theory, of each megalithic feature is provided, along with a key regarding physical access to its location. It offers a very simple but thorough collection of these landscape features, making it also useful for quick reference regarding locations and names. The simplistic layout and logical structure make this website very easy to navigate, and although the information provided is very basic it would be a useful starting summary to guide further research. However, there is almost no referencing provided and so it is practically impossible to determine the source of any of the information, making this an unreliable resource for any academic work. The website design lacks any engaging or attractive design features instead utilising basic decoration such as coloured text and patterned backgrounds. However, the website also offers a collection of 360-degree panorama movies of each of the megalithic sites, which is a phenomenal resource allowing the user direct access to places they may not be able to visit in person. It is this which leads me to recommend the website to other users, though with an understanding that any information provided there must be viewed critically. Nevertheless, the website has a lot of space for improvement; an update in its style and design, along with the adding of references and sources, would make it an invaluable encyclopaedic resource and creative guide for these archaeological monuments. 

ITHAKA, JSTOR, 2000, <https://www.jstor.org/> [Accessed 11th January 2020].
JSTOR is an exceptionally well organised and easy to use academic resource which collates millions of different peer reviewed articles, books and carefully obtained primary sources and makes them available to view online. Almost all their content comes from academic sources and is therefore peer reviewed before being added to the collection. This makes the site a reliable place to find credible academic reference material, and therefore a very valuable resource for academic study. They have a large variety of data meaning there is something of use to most disciplines and all works have their sources acknowledged, even offering pre-made citations by style for ease of referencing. The website has a detailed search function which uses tick boxes and keywords to refine searches making it simple to find relevant material. The viewing tool which allows access to the uploaded media is simple and robust with little flair meaning the images load well, quickly and are of good quality. However, the general design and visual element of the site is a little lacking – very plain and quite cramped – with often quite a bit of information on screen in one go. Nevertheless, everything is of a decent size, easily readable and well laid out with various titles and hyperlinks to other areas. It is also the case that some of the work uploaded to the website is not accessible to those without a membership, or some form of access through a university of other institution. JSTOR would benefit from allowing full access to all its content, if not completely, perhaps using free trials or even having certain dates where it allows universal access to allow users to get a sense of what is available. It would also be useful for them to update the design element of the site, making it more engaging and modern looking. JSTOR’s website is highly recommended as resource, well structured and simple to use, for no fuss access to credible peer reviewed academic materials. 

Roman Inscriptions of Britain, 2014, <https://romaninscriptionsofbritain.org/> [Accessed on 11th January 2020].
This is a website which collates information and photographs, reproductions or sketches of many Roman inscriptions found throughout Britain. The homepage to the website is attractive and well-designed, with clear links and a well indexed search function. The archive is stylish, utilising images, modern styling and interactive animated maps to create an exciting and visually stimulating environment. The maps are linked precisely to the location of each inscription providing geographical context alongside a short commentary and a bibliography for further reading. The commentary is however, quite scholarly and not an easy read for non-academic users. The content is well organised, with clear labels and groupings making it very easy to navigate and search through the material available. The website is created by a Scott Vanderbilt and under the acknowledgement section it shows how it was funded by academic sources such as the University of Oxford and the European Research council, offering credibility for the information provided. The site provides a very useful scholarly index, reliable detail and a guide to further sources on these Roman inscriptions and is therefore a well recommended resource for any student. 
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