What is genocide? Some scholarly definitions “By “genocide”, we mean the destruction of a nation or an ethnic group…Generally speaking, genocide does not necessarily mean the immediate destruction of a nation, except when accomplished by mass killings of all members of a nation. It is intended rather to signify a coordinated plan of different actions aiming at the destruction of essential foundations of the life of national groups, with the aim of annihilating the groups themselves. The objectives of such a plan would be disintegration of the political and social institutions of culture, language, national feelings, religion, and the economic existence of national groups, and the destruction of the personal security, liberty, health, dignity, and even the lives of the individuals belonging to such groups. Genocide is directed against the national group as an entity, and the actions involved are directed against individuals, not in their individual capacity, but as members of the group…Genocide has two phases: one, destruction of the national pattern of the oppressed group; the other the imposition of the national pattern of the oppressor. This imposition, in turn, may be made upon the oppressed population which is allowed to remain, or upon the territory alone, after removal of the population and the colonization of the area by the oppressor’s own nationals”.
Raphael Lemkin, Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation, Analysis of Government, Proposals for Redress (Washington, DC, 1944), p. 79.



“Genocide is the deliberate destruction of physical life of individual human beings by reason of their membership of any human collectivity as such”.
Peter Drost (Dutch legal scholar), The Crime of State, vol. 2 (Leiden, 1959), p.125.

“I shall follow the definition of genocide given in the [UN] Convention. This is not to say that I agree with the definition. On the contrary, I believe a major omission to be in the exclusion of political groups from the list of groups protected. In the contemporary world, political differences are at the very least as significant a basis for massacre and annihilation as racial, national, ethnic, or religious differences. Then too, the genocides against racial, national, ethnic or religious groups are generally a consequence of, or intimately related to, political conflict. However, I do not think it helpful to create new definitions of genocide, when there is an internationally recognised definition and a Genocide Convention which might become the basis for some effective action, however limited the underlying conception. But since it would vitiate the analysis to exclude political groups, I shall refer freely…to liquidating or exterminatory actions against them”.
Leo Kuper (South African Jewish sociologist),  Genocide: Its Political Use in the Twentieth Century (New Haven, 1981).
“[Genocide is] a structural and systematic destruction of innocent people by a state bureaucratic apparatus…Genocide represents a systematic effort over time to liquidate a national population, usually a minority…[and] functions as a fundamental political policy to assure conformity and participation of the citizenry”.
Irving Louis Horowitz (Jewish American sociologist), Genocide: State Power and Mass Murder (London, 1976).


“Genocide is a form of one-sided mass killing in which a state or other authority intends to destroy a group, as that group and membership in it are defined by the perpetrator.”
Frank Chalk (historian) and Kurt Jonassohn (sociologist), The History and Sociology of Genocide: Analyses and Case Studies (New Haven, 1990) 
“Genocide is any act that puts the very existence of a group in jeopardy”
Henry Huttenbach (historian), ‘Locating the Holocaust on the Genocide Spectrum: Towards a Methodology of Definition and Categorization’, Holocaust and Genocide Studies 3:3 (1988), pp. 289-303.

“Genocide is the deliberate, organized destruction, in whole or in large part, of racial or ethnic groups by a government or its agents. It can involve not only mass murder, but also forced deportation (ethnic cleansing), systematic rape, and economic and biological subjugation.”
Isidor Wallimann (sociologist) and Michael N. Dobkowski (historian and religious studies scholar), Genocide and the Modern Age: Etiology and Case Studies of Mass Death (Syracuse, NY, 1987).


“Genocide in the generic sense means the mass killing of substantial numbers of human beings, when not in the course of military action against the military forces of an avowed enemy, under conditions of the essential defenselessness of the victim.”
Israel Charny (Israeli psychologist), ‘Toward a generic definition of genocide’ in G. J. Andreopoulos, ed., Genocide: Conceptual and Historical Dimensions (Philadelphia, 1994).

“[Genocide is] the actualization of the intent, however successfully carried out, to murder in its totality any national, ethnic, racial, religious, political, social, gender or economic group, as these groups are defined by the perpetrator, by whatever means.”
Steven T. Katz (American philosopher), The Holocaust in Historical Context, Vol. 1 (New York, 1994).

“Genocide is a series of purposeful actions by a perpetrator(s) to destroy a collectivity through mass or selective murders of group members and suppressing the biological and social reproduction of the collectivity. This can be accomplished through the imposed proscription or restriction of reproduction of group members, increasing infant mortality, and breaking the linkage between reproduction and socialization of children in the family or group of origin. The perpetrator may represent the state of the victim, another state, or another collectivity.”
Helen Fein (sociologist), Genocide: A Sociological Perspective (London, 1988).

