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Using a Welsh cultural artefact as a stimulus. Create a resource that is suitable for a teacher to use as an inspiration for children’s learning. Base your work on a specific theme. Briefly justify your reasoning with references to theorists and relevant research.



















Within this essay the challenges teaching the arts in primary schools will be discussed. How is creativity promoted? Is there an equal emphasis on the arts as there is in literacy and mathematics? What are the benefits to teaching the arts? Are schools allowing our children to be ‘enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work.’ (Donaldson 2015). A resource will be created to show how the arts can be taught and how they can be used in a cross curricular way as Jonathan Barnes suggests. (Barnes 2011). Research shows that teaching the arts and the child’s participation in the arts is an important part of their development. (Russell-Bowie 2004). It has been shown that the engagement of the arts can help develop understanding and mathematical achievement. (Fiske 1999 cited in Russell-Bowie). Although there are studies to show this, the arts should not be taught just to achieve better results in other areas of the curriculum. They should be taught with their own values in mind and as the vital element of learning that they are. (Kear & Callaway 2000). The main issues that have arisen during the research of teaching the arts in primary schools are that teachers are not confident in their subject knowledge, there is not enough time within the teaching day to allow the teaching of the arts effectively and that the resources are not available to the teachers to teach the arts, low priority is given to the arts by schools and lack of personal musical experiences of the teachers also play a part in the fact that the arts are not given as much teaching time as subject such as mathematics and literacy. (Russell-Bowie, 2004). The arts nurture the growth of our personal qualities. (Taylor & Andrews, 2012). The arts can be taught in many different ways. There is no need to be constrained by resources. The Forest Schools have utilised the outdoors to teach the curriculum which they have found to be an effective way of teaching. Using the outdoors allows children to see what our world has to offer and the rich experiences that they can have. (Williams-Siegfredsen 2017). It also promotes ESDGC, and preparing our children to be ‘ethical informed citizens of the future.’ (Donaldson, 2015). 
Ken Robinson believes that we are ‘teaching creativity’ out of our children in schools. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG9CE55wbtY&t=3s, 2007). Schools have started to promote creativity with the introduction of the learning through play aspect of teaching, allowing children to be able to make a choice for themselves what they want to play with and with implementation of enhanced provision they can develop their own learning through choice and the planning of the teacher. Ynystawe primary school in Swansea have adopted a whole school approach to teaching in a creative way. They allow the children to decide the topic that they are going to learn about and what they would like to learn within the topic. They then link the topic and what the children want to learn to the curriculum. They give the children creative, innovative teaching practices which engage the children and enhance their learning. The children learn through concrete experiences as Kolb believes is an essential part of leaning. (Kolb, DA 2015). They also have an input into their learning which makes learning more effective according to Piaget’s constructivist theory. Creativity is being used in Ynystawe primary school as a vehicle to learning in a cross curricular manner which is showing results in their Estyn report (2014, https://www.estyn.gov.wales/provider/ynystawe-primary-school). Anna Craft, Bob Jeffrey and Mike Leibling believe that a child can be creative across all subjects, however Howard Gardener believes that creativity can only be seen in one domain. (Cited in Craft, A, Jeffrey,B & Leibling, M, 2007). 
The current curriculum structure is a model to assess children’s success in most other subjects but there is no way of assessing children’s success in the arts. Teachers’ tend to stifle creativity rather than encourage it. (Egan,P 2000 cited in Bloomfiled, A & Childs,J 2000). With the new curriculum in Wales on the cusp of being implemented, Donaldson’s purposes and vision of cross curricular teaching will be put into practice, where there will be equal emphasis on all aspects of learning. (Donaldson, 2015). The Montessori schools have embraced this way learning and have shown great results. Maria Montessori believes that teachers can not only enhance children’s learning but they can also inhibit their learning by not recognising the learners’ natural exploration traits. (Montessori,M 2014).  Allowing children to explore and express themselves they find their ‘creative self’. Integrating the arts into the curriculum will allow children to make the links between the subjects. Being exposed to different methods and materials children are able to make their own decisions and create a piece of work that best represents them at that time. (Bloomfield,A & Childs,J. 2000).
In the essay it will demonstrate how the arts can be taught within a primary school setting. It will include how the Curriculum Cymreig can be used and how this can benefit the learning of the children. It will focus on an artefact in Sandy Water Park, Llanelli. The artefact is a wild boar metal sculpture in a wooded area of a local Llanelli park. The sculpture is named ‘Truith’ the boar made from recycled metal materials by Chris Crane, a local artists who creates metal sculptures using local recycled metal from the area in which the sculpture will sit. ‘Truith’ the boar is a representation from one of the Mabinogion folk tales ‘The Wooing of Olwen’, this will be incorporated into the activities to help the learners understand the sculpture that they have seen. The tale will also help to show that an artefact can gain children’s interest and be a spring board into many different areas of the curriculum. The artefact will be a launch for three activities within the arts. The activities will be in art, design technology and music and directed at key stage two. The activities will show how to include y curriculum Cymreig, how you can link different aspects of the curriculum to the lesson and how it can promote creativity in schools. 
There will be an introduction into the theme leading up to the lessons. The practitioner will start by showing the children a picture of the statue of ‘Truith’ the boar in Sandy Water Park and ask the children what they think that it is and where do they think it is situated. They will then be told that the sculpture was made from recycled metal from the area that the sculpture is placed which will bring in a few aspects of ESDGC, such as ‘Identity and Culture’ and ‘ consumption & waste.’ ESDGC is about preparing our children for the challenges today and in the future. (http://www.mywellbeinghub.co.uk/index.php/98-esdgc/131-esdgc, last accessed 27/10/17). It will be explained that Llanelli was known for its tinplate and steel, and that the artist has used metal from the area as a representation of the old industry that used to be in Llanelli. The practitioner will have delivered a history lesson on the production of tinplate and steel in Llanelli and done lots of research in to the type of materials that were produced in the town and how important it was to the town that they have had this industry. This will enable the learners to understand the rigid material that the sculptor has had to use. It will also allow them to learn about their local area which is stated in the Curriculum Cymreig, ‘Gaining knowledge of one’s own community and its values and traditions’ and ‘Understanding the role played by Welsh industry and agriculture in shaping the economic, political and cultural character of Wales.’
The first lesson will be an art lesson following on from the previous lesson there will be a trip to the sculpture to see the piece in the environment in which it is set. The letters of consent have already been collected and contributions received from the learners. OFSTED believe that learning outside the classroom and have first-hand experiences can help to make the learning more interesting, realistic and authentic for pupils which will enhance their understanding and learning. Outside learning experiences can also have a significant effect on pupils’ personal, social and emotional development. (OFSTED, 2008). The learners will leave the school at 9.30am on a pre-arranged bus. The learners and teachers will arrive at the location at about 9.45am. They will walk through the woodland area looking for any materials that they think they could use during the lesson. When the learners arrive at the statue they will be able to touch ‘Truith’ feel the material he is made out of and see the detail that has gone into sculpting him. The learners will then be informed of the artists name Chris Crane. They will be made aware that he is a local artist who moved from England after he graduated university in Cardiff. He then moved to the more local Carmarthenshire and now lives on the Gower Peninsular in Swansea. The learners will then be asked to re-create the boar from materials that they have collected and what they find in the area. They will be in groups of four or five and they will be given free reign and choice as to what they can use from the area. There will be other resources such as string, wool, glue, pencils, paper, clip boards and paint available to them to create the best version they can of their interpretation of ‘Truith’. The learners first have to decide on a person to sketch the ideas in order for them to have a drawing to work from using the materials that they to work with, which is an important part to the learners intellectual and emotional development. This skill can support cross curricular learning. (Cox & Watts, 2007). They will then be asked to re-create their sketch in sculpture. The activity will take about two and a half hours. The learners will develop their knowledge about form and rigid materials. Once all sculptures are completed the teams will be able to look at each other’s pieces of art and evaluate the sculptures. This activity is promoting communication and thinking. Working within groups will allow the learners to collaborate, compromise and listen to others, these are all areas within the oracy strand of the literacy and numeracy framework - contribute to group discussion, sharing ideas and information and use talk purposefully to complete a task in a group (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-english-en-v3.pdf. Last accessed 29/10/17). The lesson links to the art curriculum through the investigating and understanding area of the skills element – they will have to use observation, investigate the natural environment and describe and make comparisons of their own work and others (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/130424-art-and-design-in-the-national-curriculum-en-v2.pdf. Last accessed 30/10/17). Ipads will be used to takes pictures of the finished products which enable the children to use ICT within their art lesson. The plenary will be a discussion about each sculpture and how they decided to use what they did, what materials worked, what didn’t, how did they keep the materials together and whose sculpture did they like and why and explain what they could have done to improve their own sculpture. This will be the assessment for learning strategy to ensure that the learners have understood and engaged in the task. The learners will arrive back at school at approximately quarter past twelve. They will recap the lesson and discuss any further thoughts. This lesson follows the forest school philosophy and this learning environment should be stimulating, empathetic to the learners’ needs, a space with natural sun light and an environment where the learner feels safe and secure. (http://edglossary.org/learning-environment, last accessed 19.10.17). Art is important for the learners to use observation, evaluation and analysis of their own experiences. (Robinson,1989).
There has been a literacy lesson to introduce the learners to the Mabinogion tale of ‘The Wooing of Olwen’. The story has been shown to the learners on ‘youtube’. This was successful in engaging them in the story and allow them to see illustrations. The children have been asked to complete a story board for the story. They have also been asked to prepare an alternative ending within the story board.
The next activity will be a design technology lesson where the learners will have to investigate the type of clothing and armour the characters in the story would have worn which will be explained to the learners. This will be an individual task. They will have the opportunity to revisit the story on ‘youtube’ and listen to the description of the clothes and armour and the illustrations, they will be given the opportunity to write the descriptions down to help them remember.  The learners will be able to research the clothes via the use of the internet on the class ipad’s and with the story books. The learners will then be asked to create a sketch of any of the types of clothing that is described in the story. The learners will have a choice of pencils to sketch with. The sketches will be evaluated by themselves and their peers. They will then have to research the materials that they will need to use for the clothing that they have chosen. Materials such as silk, cotton, polyester, metal, wood, calico, paper, velvet, wool, and toilet paper will be provided for the learners to test the materials that would best suit their garment. Using textiles will be a new challenge for the learners due to the number of processes they will have to go through. The learners will be asked to make a scaled down version of clothing for puppets that will also be provided for the learners to determine the size of the garments that they are going to produce. This element of the task links to the literacy and numeracy framework. The learners, once comfortable with their design and choice of materials will be asked to make the garment that they have designed. They will have to measure, cut and join the materials to create the garment. It is important that the learners make their own choices and are able to rectify any mistakes and change the materials if they find that the original material is not appropriate. This links to the curriculum through the design and making element of design technology – ‘develop a simple specification/recipe for their products indicating their intentions and approach, work to their specification/recipe to make products, choose appropriate materials, equipment, tools / utensils and techniques, from a range made available to them, measure, mark out, cut, shape and join  a range of materials and equipment and techniques, find alternative ways of making if the first attempt fails and apply appropriate finishes to their products. (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/130424-design-and-technology-in-the-national-curriculum-en-v2.pdf, last accessed 30/102017).  The learners will be able to create the puppets clothes using different techniques. Once completed the clothes will be put on the puppets. The learners will assess their own work and each other’s and have to explain why they chose the character they did and what process they went through to create their finished products as the plenary. This promotes discussion and communication which an aspect the learners have to develop within the literacy numeracy framework. (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-english-en-v3.pdf. Last accessed 30/10/17). This task will allow the learners to be creative and make their own choices which Russell Grigg believes to enhance the learners learning. (Grigg, 2015).
The next lesson in the theme will be a composing music lesson. The learners will have already prepared a score for the main scenes for the ‘The Wooing of Olwen’ (see appendix 3) where Goleuddydd has to go on a quest to find Olwen and seek her fathers’ approval for marriage. The learners will be split into five groups where they will be they will be given a section of the score to compose their interpretation of the scene. They will each be given a role such as, conductor, scribe and musicians. They will be sent to different areas of the hall to work on their compositions. The learners will have learnt about, pitch, timbre, pace, duration, texture, dynamics, structure and silence but a reminder of these will be provided as a prompt for the learners. (appendix 4 & 5). Music helps develop learner’s speech, spelling, vocabulary and encourages learners to participate in school. With music you do not have to fully participate to be able to appreciate the music. (https://www.nammfoundation.org/articles/2014-06-09/how-children-benefit-music-education-schools?  last access 30/10/17). The learners will be given the pentatonic scale to work with during the composition of their piece. The learners will have all types of instruments available to them. They will be given fifteen minutes to decide on their instruments and discuss the types of sound that they are hoping to make. The groups will then be asked to explain the sounds that they are hoping to make using the correct vocabulary and why they have chosen their instruments, what attributes do the instruments have that they have chosen for their scene. This will ensure that the learners are on task and understand the task. The children will be given twenty minutes to compose their piece. The teacher must support the groups and offer any guidance needed. The teacher must listen to the groups while circling the room and ensure that the compositions are of good quality. Once the pieces are completed the groups will be asked to play their compositions to the class where the learners will be able to listen, analyse and offer opinions on other groups compositions, which is an essential part of the learners development within the literacy and numeracy framework (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/150717-nc-english-en-v3.pdf. Last accessed 31/10/17). This task will develop thinking skills, communication, collaboration and musical language. The individual compositions will be recorded on an ipad in order for the groups to be able to listen to their piece to improve or change their interpretation of their scene. Once all of the groups have played their parts they will be asked to play their compositions in the correct order and finally integrating the different compositions together to tell the story. The learners will be able to evaluate and analyse the piece and determine what musical elements can be heard.  The final composition will be recorded on an Ipad in order for the children to have a recording of their work, this allows the use of ICT in the lesson. The plenary will be a discussion of thoughts about the finished piece, what could have been improved, what did they like in particular and could they have used more appropriate instruments or was the composition how they wanted it to be. The lesson is linked to the art key stage two curriculum through composing, improvise, compose and arrange music. Through performing, play instruments using appropriate techniques, dexterity and control of sound and practice and evaluate their performing in order to improve. (http://learning.gov.wales/docs/learningwales/publications/130424-music-in-the-national-curriculum-en-v2.pdf. Last accessed 30/10/2017). There has been some extensive research into the teaching of music and its benefits, it has been shown to improve the learner’s creativity, intellectual skills, mathematical skills, language skills and perceptual motor skills. (Hallam, 2010).
To draw the topic to a close the learners will be required to work as a class to produce a play using the puppets that they have clothed, the music that they have composed and their versions of the folk tale ‘The Wooing of Olwen’. The learners will all be given roles and allowed time to rehearse the play. The play will be filmed and edited by the children to ensure a good end product. The learners will then play the film firstly to the whole school and then to an audience of parents, in order for their hard work, creativity and the artists within them are celebrated by their friends, peers, teachers’ and loved ones. The learners need to be praised for their efforts, encouraged to try a range of skills and be given confidence to develop their artistic self. Whatever the learners may produce, their efforts must be praised in order to nurture the creativity inside them. The foundation phase document for creative development comments that ‘children must be continually developing their imagination and creativity across the curriculum’ (WAG, 2008). If this approach is adopted in the foundation phase and seen to be an integral part of a child’s development then why is there less emphasis when we reach key stage two.
We must as practitioners allow children to feel safe to make mistakes and fail. If they are not able to accept failure then they will not be able to grow, we teachers must instill in our learners that that is what they are. If they knew it all there would be no need to attend school. (Wiliam, D. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J25d9aC1GZA. Last accessed).  The Curriculum Cymreig is ideal way to teach in a cross curricular manor. The Curriculum Cymreig allows our learners in Wales to become familiar with their surroundings, heritage and history, this enables our future generations to teach their children about the rich, diverse history Wales has to offer and become ‘ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales’. (Donaldson,2015) All aspects of this learning can be incorporated into many parts of the keys stage two curriculum, as shown in the mind map and through the lessons, it has been shown that the with this one artefact you can teach literacy, mathematics, history, geography, art, design technology, music and physical education. This is advantageous to the learners as teaching across the curriculum allows the learners to make links between the subjects and associate their learning with real life. (Barnes, 2011). Without creativity we would not have the diverse society that we live in today. Without creative people we would not have comedians, artists, scientists, technicians, musicians, dancers, actors, authors or poets. It would be a very dull world if we did not have any of these people in our lives. (Robinson, 2011). Creativity is thought of as just the arts but it is so much more, creativity needs to be nurtured through science enquiry, mathematics, physical education and teaching. With the dramatic change in our economy businesses are now recognising that they need creative, imaginative, innovative employees. If we do not nurture this in schools how will be able to meet the demand for such people in our work force and how can we enable our children to be ‘Ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives, enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work, ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world and healthy, confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society’. (Donaldson, 2015). Some of the most successful people did not do well in school. Does this give us the impetus to change our way of thinking, to nurture our creative self in order for us to shine in our own right. (Robinson, 2011). Abraham Lincoln said ‘The Dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high with difficulty. As our case is new, so we must think anew an act anew. We must disenthrall ourselves and then we shall save our country’. (Lincoln as cited in Robinson, 2011). There have been many studies into the promotion of the arts and creativity within schools which all of the same opinion, that it is an important aspect of learning and development. The Montessori approach in Italy has been very successful, allowing the learners to choose what aspects they want to learn and develop, giving them access to many different materials, resources, environments and time to develop at their own speed, they do not teach towards standardised tests, they allow learners to learn at their own rate. (Montessori, 2014). There are few studies to say that creativity and the arts should not be taught and nurtured with our schools. We can only hope that with the introduction of the new curriculum in Wales that this approach will adopted and used to encourage our future generations to be creative, imaginative and innovative individuals who are eager to contribute to society. We as teachers must empahsise the importance of culminating of creativity in children as the future of humanity will be achieved through creative imagination. (Vygostsy,1967,2004. Cited in Kaufman & Sternberg 2010).
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