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Boeotian Campaign in Phocis- 347BCE

The Boeotians and the Phocians had continuous controversial encounters in the Ancient world specifically during the Sacred War. The fourth and final campaign into Phocis marked the ending of the Sacred War which could only seem to be ended by those not specifically and directly involved in the disagreements. This is where Philip II of Macedon saw it fitting to cause an intervention, though it is apparent that his help was in fact requested. Philip had not involved himself in the Sacred War since 352BCE when he made victory during a battle at Crocus Field (Rickard, 2016). 

Phocis was destined in central Greece (Oxford Classical Dictionary, Howatson, 2011) and the Phocians during this time occupied several of Boeotia’s cities. However, scholarship states that Boeotia was slowly running out of money due to expeditions, food supplies and wages etc and so they were struggling to pay their mercenaries and as a result the Thebans could not attack with much positive impact. This could suggest that with their attempts being weak they were very much pointless. It would have shown to the Phocians that their opponents forces were weak and as a result given them more confidence that they could hold them off. 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: Battles and Sieges of Philip II of Macedon ]The Phocian general, Phalaiokos, was replaced by three new generals to take over his position. These three generals successfully managed to attack Boeotia. Thebes looked to Macedonia and Philip II for help. They had an alliance which Philip intended to honour, and he did so. He sent a small force which was enough to attack with, however it was not enough to win against the Phocians. This is because Philip wanted to end the war personally which would give him much more fame and frame him in a good manner. Phocis was defeated and could be described as having a “bid for independence in the third sacred war ended in her subjugation by Philip II of Macedon” (Oxford Classical Dictionary, Howatson, 2011). 

Figure 1: Battles and Sieges of Philip II of Macedon. (Image from: http://www.historyofwar.org/Maps/maps_philip_II_macedon.html)

This siege was what in turn gave Philip the power to decide in which what would happen to the sacred war, meaning would it be continued, or would it be put to an end. This led to the Peace of Philocrates the following year in 346BCE and drew a close to this Sacred War.
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