English for Academic Purposes


Coherence
Coherence refers to the way that we produce writing that is logically clear to the reader(ship). One of the best examples of this is the use of linking words (see the Study Skills handout on words as signposts). Linking words such as In addition, however, therefore, first of all etc…allow the reader to follow your message more clearly. If linking words are not used, then the reader must add them (mentally) to your text. Without them the ideas in your text remain unconnected. 
The following samples show the same text, before signposting (no linking words) and after signposting (linking words added). If you compare the two, you will see that the second example is far easier to understand. Please remember that you as the writer have a responsibility to you reader to make your message as clear as possible. If you were talking to your reader you would benefit from body language as well as verbal language. Thus, in writing, we are more limited. Hence, the need for greater clarity.    

Sample(A)
The ancient Egyptians were masters of preserving dead people's bodies by making mummies of them. Mummies several thousand years old have been discovered nearly intact. The skin, hair, teeth, fingernails and toenails, and facial features of the mummies were evident. It is possible to diagnose the disease they suffered in life, such as smallpox, arthritis, and nutritional deficiencies. The process was remarkably effective. Sometimes apparent were the fatal afflictions of the dead people: a middle-aged king died from a blow on the head, and polio killed a child king. Mummification consisted of removing the internal organs, applying natural preservatives inside and out, and then wrapping the body in layers of bandages.

Sample(B)

The ancient Egyptians were masters of preserving dead people's bodies by making mummies of them. In short, mummification consisted of removing the internal organs, applying natural preservatives inside and out, and then wrapping the body in layers of bandages. And the process was remarkably effective. Indeed, mummies several thousand years old have been discovered nearly intact. Their skin, hair, teeth, fingernails and toenails, and facial features are still evident. Their diseases in life, such as smallpox, arthritis, and nutritional deficiencies, are still diagnosable. Even their fatal afflictions are still apparent: a middle-aged king died from a blow on the head; a child king died from polio.
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