Palaeoenvironmental Archaeology AHAC5008 Exam – example questions only
Please note: The library does hold past papers.

The format has changed slightly but overall there are two main sections to the paper. You will be asked a series of questions split into section one – the short questions, possibly requiring as little as one-or two words answers, possibly a sentence or so, and section two, the slightly longer questions whish will require a fuller response. I have included some examples below. We will hold a quick revision session MONDAY 9th January 2012 at 1.15 pm in the usual room (I hope the usual room as I cannot yet check room availability). 
All questions relating to the exam itself, organization of the rooms, when the exam will be held, levels of support etc. need to be sent to the relevant faculty, registry or QA office. 

In the exam you will be given instructions about 
· how many questions you should attempt
· what the question is worth in terms of marks

· what the section is worth in terms of weighting
You will be asked to write your answers clearly and concisely 

You will be advised how long you should spend on each section

For example – these instructions were taken from a previous paper in 2009 (note these are examples only and the instructions, time taken, and value of the question will alter)

Section 1. Answer 10 questions from 15 - very short questions taking approximately 20 minutes to complete (2% each)

Section 2. Answer 6 questions from 8 - short questions taking 40 minutes to complete (5% each)

As ever in such papers time management is crucial. If a question is worth one mark then do not spend more time on this at the expense of a question worth 20 marks and risk running out of time. 

Sample questions
Section 1. Please answer 10 questions from the 15 questions.  These are very short questions that should take approximately 20 minutes to complete, i.e. each question should take 2 minutes to answer (worth 2% each).

1. Give a working definition of Environmental Archaeology

2. Give a definition of uniformitarianism

3. With reference to the adoption of a scientific methodology what do you understand by the term analogy?

4. Name two ways in which the radiocarbon activity of a sample can be measured.

5.  Name two depositional environments in which pollen is likely to be preserved.  

6. Give two factors which influence the pollen record preserved at a site.
7. Describe two forms in which plant macrofossils can be preserved on an archaeological site.  
8. Give two ways in which plant microfossils can contribute the interpretation of an archaeological site.
9. Name the type of soil characteristically associated with each of the following

a. Lowland heath 

b. Chalk downland slopes

c. Poorly-drained conditions

10. Draw a diagram of a mollusc and label 2 features used to identify the species of the mollusc.

11. Why are snails recovered from a pit fill on an archaeological site unlikely to directly reflect the environment around that feature?

12. Under what conditions are molluscs likely to preserve in sediments from archaeological sites.

13. What is the difference between a taphonomic agent and a taphonomic feature?

14. Name 2 tree species, native to Britain, used in dendrochronology.

15. Why would a dendrochronologist take more than one sample from a timber structure? 

End of Section One

Section 2. Please answer 6 questions from the 8 questions.  These are short questions that should take approximately 40 minutes to complete, i.e. each question should take 6-7 minutes to answer (worth 5% each).

1) What are the key assumptions that underlie radiocarbon dating?

2) Why is it important that a multi-disciplinary approach is adopted to the investigation of palaeoenviornmental material at a site?


3)  How can the study of charred plant remains provide information about past agricultural activity?

4) Soils (‘palaeosols’) buried beneath Bronze Age barrows on Bodmin Moor, Cornwall, have been found to be brown podzols, whereas modern soils in the vicinity of the barrows are fully developed peaty podzols. Suggest three possible reasons for the change in the character of the soils since the Bronze Age, and outline why these findings are of archaeological significance.

5) Briefly describe i) the range of micro-environments you might expect to find in an abandoned ditch and ii) how any information collected by an environmental archaeologist excavating that ditch in the future may be used to interpret the landscape surrounding the ditch.

6) With reference to animal bones, outline the advantages of undertaking a taphononmic analysis as opposed to an archaeozoological one  

7) By supporting your answer with examples assess the value of the uniformitarian approach within environmental archaeology.

8) What geomorphologic processes or events can be investigated through tree-ring analysis? Use specific examples where possible.



















