A biography of Post Medieval Pottery 93 (UWL – 159)
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(Original Image taken 23rd of January 2025)
The image taken is that of post medieval pottery numbered 159, which is stored in the University of Wales Trinity Saint David Lampeter campus, this is indicated on the label with the letters ‘UWL’ and labelled as such. This was found in the area ‘Magor Pill’ which is in the south of Wales in Magor, Monmouthshire (Visit Monmouthshire. 2025). Following this it also notes next the name of the place the number 93 which would indicate the year 1993.












Looking at this piece alone without the information given on the label the item is the rim of a large pot or container. It has a glaze on what would be the inside of the pottery piece, this can be seen through the change of colour and finish on it changing from a matt finish in a red/orange colour to a shinier finish in a brown colour. This colouring can be seen in other pieces and can be considered that of ‘North Devon Gravel Tempered Ware.’ This can be inferred through the colouring, glaze, and location of where it was discovered.
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[bookmark: _Int_x3faXXKb](The glazed side of a North Devon gravel-tempered Milk pan. Available                                                                                (An original image of the interior side of a piece of pottery
at: https://historicjamestowne.org/collections/artifacts/material/north-devon/                                                              from Magor Pill. Taken 23rd of January 2025.)
Accessed 7th of February 2025.)
Looking at the comparison of the two pieces of pottery they are similar in the way the glaze has dried and the texture of the finish, the colouration is slightly different however, North Devon Gravel-Tempered ware glaze does finish differently giving a change of colour, these variations can vary from a yellow-green, olive green, or brown-green (Jamestown Rediscovery, 2024.) This piece is of the browner variety of glaze, which depending on its use has since gotten darker through either get dyed from use or through burning from the placing of hot food, liquid, or heating. 
Following, this looking at the unglazed side of the piece of pottery the similarities of a piece of North Devon Gravel-Tempered pottery, the similarities in colouring typically North Devon Gravel Tempered pottery, holds a pinkish orange, pinkish red typically with the core or edge having a grey to it (Jamestown Rediscovery, 2024.) Which can be seen on these two examples below which show a more pinkish orange. 
         [image: ]                                                [image: ]
[bookmark: _Int_9O1GNDRt](The unglazed side of a piece of North Devon Gravel Tempered Ware. Available at:                                                                                 (An Original Image of post medieval pottery taken on the 23rd 
         https://historicjamestowne.org/collections/artifacts/material/north-devon/                                                                                                                                               of January 2025.)
                                               Accessed: 7th of February 2025.)

Considering the piece the way in which this glazing is placed it can be inferred as a piece of pottery that held or stored something within it. The bending of it can indicate that the glazing of the piece is on the inside of what was a round circular type of container or object.
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(An original image showing the glaze on the inside of the piece of pottery. Take 23rd of January 2025.)
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(An original image showing the outer side of the piece of pottery. Take 23rd of January 2025.)  
However, looking at it the purpose of the piece of pottery it can be interpreted that it would be for storage of liquids, with the glaze only being on the inside of the pottery. Which through looking at examples of others found was the case typical for North Devon Gravel Tempered Ware with some regarding the method of creating this pottery type as Utilitarian (Evans. D. H. 1979.) Considering this then the size of its rim would be indicator of its use and purpose, the outer side measures at an estimated 8 inches in diameter with the inner measuring at 7 inches in diameter however due to the shape of the piece of pottery this is not obvious in the image seen below. 
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(An original Image taken on the 23rd of January 2025.)
With these aspects of consideration, it can be inferred that the piece of pottery held a substantial amount of what was needed to be stored within it. Due to the lack of physical evidence available and as well as being unable to see it in its entirety. There is not an accurate way to interpret its depth correctly. However, based on where it was found may indicate its size. North Devon gravel tempered pottery appears in many places this includes America, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Chester, and South-West England where it originated in North Devon (Evans, D. H. 1979.) 
The piece as previously mentioned when referring to the labelling comes from the area known as ‘Magor Pill.’ As such looking at the article written by Allen, J.R.L, F.S.A and S.J. Rippon, within the area of Magor Pill that 14 pieces of North Devon Gravel Tempered Ware were found. Looking at a report written by Bob Trett in 2003 on the Magor Marshes, he notes that in 1993 that a boat of Native design however Roman in date was found in what would have been a once original channel. 
 The environment of ‘Magor Pill’ in Monmouthshire, is that of Wetlands. This is due to the location of that of being coastland. Its topography measure at level height of sea level to a maximum of 6 meters above sea level. (Topographic Map, 2025.)
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(An image taken from Bing Maps in Satellite form. Available at: https://www.bing.com/maps?q=Magor+Pill&FORM=HDRSC7 Accessed: 7th of February 2025)
The environment surrounding area can be easily considered that high water concentration, based on its proximity to the sea itself. With it being as near to the sea as it is the other issues environmentally arise which include it being in an intertidal zone meaning that it becomes a difficult environment for anything within it (Dolley, D. 1997.) This includes objects from the past the area may change its moisture levels throughout the due to multiple tides, the salinity levels may also change due to rainfall, any waves may cause damages depending on the current and even temperatures may create problems for anything that is hidden beneath the surface (Kennedy, J. 2018.)
As such from looking at a 1994 report from an excavation in the area the article speaks of one the biggest challenges that the archaeological materials are facing in the area at the time was made by man as at this time the Second Severn bridge was under construction and the effects of that were unknown to them (Bell, M. 1993.) Environmental factors as provern with the concerns voiced by Martin Bell in the 1993 article about the ‘Archaeology in the Severn Estuary’ unifies the idea of it not only being the loss of Archaeological materials to time and natural effects but also the effects that humans play on the environment surrounding them.
Understanding all in involved to collect this sample of North Devon Gravel Tempered it shows that the piece itself is more than only a piece of pottery and instead it is a representation of not one individual work such as the individual who made it rather it represents everyone's work Once looked at deeper it is representative of the environment its based in, and the individuals who worked to collect it from its resting place. 
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