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Thank you, ladies, next we are going to have a look at how ESDGC is applied to Welsh curriculum. 
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The New Curriculum for Wales, was created in response to Graham Donaldson’s Successful Futures report (2015). The new curriculum has a fully integrated approach to ESDGC, with  a shift away from traditional curriculum, towards a purpose-driven model, where learning is focused on developing the skills, knowledge, and values that young people need to navigate the world around them, a structure that Donaldson recommended to promote interconnected learning .Thanks to Donaldson, the new curriculum has an integrated approach to ESDGC, compared to the old curriculum,  where sustainability and global citizenship were often treated as optional extras, ESDGC is now spread throughout all Areas of Learning and Experience (Dauncey, 2015).
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The heart of the new curriculum is the Four Purposes, these four purposes are key, and are to be embedded across all areas of the curriculum, One of the four purposed being, developing ethical, informed citizens (Welsh Government, 2020). Welsh Government aims for the curriculum to encourage critical thinking and ethical reasoning, allowing students consider different perspectives and challenge misinformation. For example, understanding climate change isn’t just a science lesson, it requires analysing political, economic, and ethical factors, such as international climate policies and the role of corporations in environmental impact. Also, learning about inequality involves exploring its historical and systemic origins, including colonisation, economic gaps, and discrimination to develop informed, socially responsible citizens (UNESCO, ND).
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Here we can see an example of how the new curriculum for Wales, encourages all subject areas to have a responsibility for creating ethical and informed citizens, with all AoLE’s linking up to create a comprehensive learning experience to meet the four purposes, right throughout the curriculum, you can see how the AoLE’s support one another, to embed ESDGC across the entire learning experience. This means students don’t just learn about what sustainability is, but they learn what it is, what effects is, how we can improve it globally, a shift away from using education as a means to pass a test (Avante Global school, 2024). 
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The Curriculum for Wales embraces experiential, place-based, hands-on learning, inspired by  the “21st century curriculum trend and incorporating many theories of learning, including the theories of these 3 influential theorists in pedagogy (OECD, 2018). The new curriculum also aligns to the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015, ensuring education prepares learners to be ethical, informed citizens who contribute to a more sustainable world. ESDGC in the new curriculum isn’t about giving learners knowledge it’s about empowering learners to challenge injustice, protect the environment, and shape a fairer future (Seed, 2023).
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Donaldson’s emphasis on authentic, real-world learning is reinforced by key educational theories. Piaget’s Constructivism supports the curriculum’s inquiry-based approach, ensuring students don’t just receive information but actively engage in problem-solving (McLeod, 2024). 
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Vygotsky’s Social Constructivism aligns with the curriculums focus on collaborative learning, where students develop communication and teamwork skills to address real-world issues (Jain, 2023). 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum is reflected in the curriculum’s progressive development model, ensuring that ESDGC themes are revisited and deepened over time (Giannikas, 2022). 
And Freire’s Critical Pedagogy guides the new curriculum, and future generations (2015) commitment to empowering learners to challenge injustice and shape their communities (Smith and Seal, 2021). 
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We can also see the emphasis of ESDGC, linking to those theories, in the descriptors of leaning, progression steps outlined in the new curriculum (Welsh Government, 2020). In theory, ESDGC is embedded throughout the entire new curriculum for Wales, with other policies like Future Generations (2015) supporting this, however, with the new curriculum still being in a roll out phase, the consistency in the delivery of ESDGC is questionable, with schools having governance over their own curriculum, time will tell weather ESDGC is effectively implemented, as until 2026, not all learners will be taught under the new curriculum (WCIA, 2019) 
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