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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
How has forensics evolved in policing and in gaining public confidence?
The reason that the topic of forensics got chosen, was due to the fact of how much interest it brings, but also how informationally rich it is. Forensics has also been around for many years, so it's a great way to incorporate history into the dissertation. Forensics has also played a crucial role in solving crimes that would otherwise most likely not have been solved. For example, in reviewing cold cases that eventually got solved due to the advancement in forensics. It can also allow police to see how a situation occurred and even help form a type of pattern recognition, for instance, according to Forensic Access (2024) the way blood splatters can allow the forensic specialist to piece together on how the situation might have taken place. The world is also starting to get more technologically advanced, especially with use of AI, which means there is potential to further develop forensics within this field. There is no doubt on how important forensics is and how much of a crucial role it plays in bringing people to justice, one being the murder of Mary McLaughlin, after being a 35 year cold case, the development of forensic helped solve the case “previously experts could look at 11 individual DNA markers but the latest technology was capable to identify 24” (BBC, 2021).  
Forensics is also always a good read to a lot of people due to natural human curiosity, especially when it comes to mysteries “evolutionary experts say we’re drawn to these tales because murder, rape and theft have played a significant part in human society since our hunter-gatherer days, we instinctively want to know the ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘when’ and ‘where’ (BBC Science Focus, 2020). 
Why it is important? Forensics is an important topic to talk about due to the fact of how deep rooted it is in our society, possibly without people even realising, and how far back forensics actually goes in history. 
This topic is also relevant because forensics has an impact on society in many ways. For instance, like ensuring the safety of the public through positively Iding suspects that have committed crimes, that ultimately can help towards them land in jail, keeping them away from the public. Even though the world is constantly developing, new ways to commit crimes are being invented, forensics has always been there to find the truth. It’s also a great way to bring in the possible negatives of forensics to introduce further thought into the subject, for example one negative can be that even evidence submitted as urgent takes ‘36 hours for results to come back, the longest 21 days, and that is just for fingerprints, for digital evidence it can take 237 days’ (London.Gov).  

 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES:
The assessment specification has broken down the structure of the dissertation or placement-based project. Here, you are required to clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives:
 Critically evaluate fingerprinting through exploring forensic science.
This aim is to explore what forensic science is, and its different branches that specialise in specific areas like fingerprints. Fingerprinting has been used in the police since the early 20th century and ‘just two years after it was first introduced it caught and convicted its first murders as a result of fingerprinting’ (The Word, 2021). This will also allow to bring in the history of forensics and how it’s helped change policing in many ways. 
-This will be done through gathering information through websites like official policing websites, BBC science or similar websites and scientific/ policing journals. It will be assured that these websites will be trustworthy and are not websites like Wikipedia where anyone and everyone can edit the information. 

Evaluating the reliability of forensics and why its irreplaceable.
Forensics is an important tool when attending crime scenes, especially in the modern world where crimes are getting increasingly complex. The aim of this is to demonstrate how forensics is truly unparalleled in its importance to confirming suspicions the police have, but also could be the difference to a guilty verdict. 
-To show how forensics is irreplaceable, real-life cases that went previously unsolved will be used as examples but also professional standpoints that explain how forensics help land people in jail, that otherwise without forensics could possibly not be in jail. 

The potential issues with forensics.  
Forensics as a whole is a very positive thing that has happened with brining people to justice, but there is no doubt some potential issues. These issues would be instances like pinning the wrong person to a crime and sending them to jail. There have been cases where this exact thing has happened, and the further development of forensics helped prove their innocence a couple of years into the innocent's prison sentence. One case being the “Cinderella murder” case where Michael Shirely was wrongfully convicted in 1986 due to wrongful DNA evidence, he was later found innocent in 2003 due to new DNA evidence that proved he was not the murderer. This aim will allow a more balanced view of forensics, as it is not completely seeing the positives it brings, and sometimes when forensics is talked about, the implications it can pose are rarely discussed. 
- This will be shown through using cases where forensics has wrongly placed a person in jail but also bringing in how forensics has been underfunded in the past through official government journals that have been posted online to view.
Exploring how forensics can develop in the future. 
The world is forever changing and developing and with that, everything else must develop with it- this includes forensics. There’s already AI analysis being used in a multitude of things, forensics being one and them, and it would be a good title to bring up arguments and find potential pros and cons of the use of AI in forensics.
-To show that forensics is being used, it will be useful to use websites like the Police Foundation, as they are British based and discuss the topic of AI in policing. This will be relevant as it can be related back to AI being used in forensics, and this will be shown through journals, books and websites that are all trustworthy.

	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans, and list a short bibliography of these key sources. This need not be extensive but will give your supervisor a good point to start from. 

 Blackstone’s Handbook for policing students 2023.
According to Blackstone’s Handbook for policing students 2023, “IDENT1 contain more that 8.45 million individuals tenprints. If an arrested suspects tenprints are already in the IDENT1 system, then their identity can be verified in 10 minutes”. This can be a great point to find arguments about, for example, some police systems like this can hold an individual's prints for some years which some people may argue as unethical due to the fact that a person could have committed a low-level offence at 18 yet are still in a way, being persecuted for it by still keeping their prints years later.   
The Police Foundation.
 According to the Police Foundation (2025) police are currently using AI “To perform repetitive office tasks of a human worker, such as extracting data, filling in forms, moving files and more”.  This is to show that AI is already being used in policing and will open up the discussion of using AI in forensics, and what positive effects and negative affects it can have when it comes to forensic research.
House of Lords
According to the House of Lords (2019), there has been some serious oversights when it came to forensic science from the Home Office and from the Ministry of Justice. It was further stated that the House of Lords recommend that they switch forensic strategy.  This was due to the department being under immense pressure, from the amount of forensic evidence needing to be decoded as well as not having enough money flowing in to support the research. For this reason, service may be slow and not as pristine as what it could be and this could lead to even bigger problems down the line, the dissertation will explore this and use it as a talking point.

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:
Summary of qualitative or quantitative methods, and survey techniques being considered. 
When it comes to the survey, some questions will be open ended and would require explanation to allow the participants to fully write down their opinions. The questions will not be misleading and will not use confusing wording to fully assure the participants fully understand and give the answers they want to give. It will also be stated that they will be anonymous, and that the survey is for research purposes only and to only be used in the dissertation and nothing else. These methods will allow the participants to be as honest and as descriptive as possible, making the quality of the findings much better than what they would be if it was a simple multiple-choice survey.  The reasoning behind using a survey as one of the research methods is because it allows specific questions to be answered that other sources may not have, but it also allows a wide range of data to be collected in an efficient and easy way, and the results will be the opinion or experience of others.
[bookmark: _Int_A92VEc1X]Research will also be done through using scientific and policing articles or journals, this will be for bringing in cases to help support points being made, for instance, how forensics can put an innocent person in jail, for example, as stated previously, the ‘Cinderella Murder’. It will be made sure that these news websites will be as reliable and as non-biased as possible. Research will also be conducted through books and journals using libraries, this will bring peace of mind, as it is literature that has been carefully reviewed and published, meaning it could be more trustworthy than certain online sources that can easily be altered. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK:
Provide details of target sample. For example, who are you intending to ask to participate in your research, will you be seeking perspectives from experts who work in a given field, or will you be using a general questionnaire to gauge perspectives from members of the public? 
It would be beneficial to gain the opinions of those who work in the service, as they have the insider knowledge and the personal experience when it comes to working with forensics, that the general public would not have. It may also be beneficial though to include the general public to see if their opinions would be different to those who are in the service, this can allow different talking points and hypothesis as to why there may be differences in opinion. Due to the intention of using both opinions, the survey will not be worded in a way that the public would normally not understand, and to gain full opinion the participants will need to type out their answers rather than tick a box- this will allow to see their perspective and possibly why their opinions may differentiate. 
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