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Archival Exercise

I chose to research into Nottingham Castle for this exercise as it has great historical significance during the reigns of King Richard I and King John. I started by looking at the National Archives online database due to it having an extensive catalogue of archives relevant to most time periods and areas of England. I found several documents relating to Nottingham Castle dating mostly from the 13th and 14th centuries. I searched the Nottingham archives online and many others, but unfortunately could not find any other documents that were relevant. Due to this, I decided to visit The National Archives in person to see some of the documents mentioned on their website but that were not accessible online, to gain the most insight about these documents. A few of the archival sources were available through The National Archives website, which I downloaded and viewed.
London, The National Archives, E101 (King's Remembrancer: Accounts Various), E101/3/10
This source is currently at The National Archives in London, which I viewed in person. It is an account of Roger Leyburn, the keeper of Nottingham Castle, which is significant in that it gives details about Nottingham Castle at the time, including expenses. It is dated between 1266 and 1268.
[bookmark: _Hlk87362768]London, The National Archives, E101 (King's Remembrancer: Accounts Various), E101/477/19
This is a document regarding the expenses of works carried out at Nottingham Castle dated between 8 July 1307 and 7 July 1309. It is currently at the National Archives in London, and I saw the document in person. It is significant as to the upkeep of Nottingham Castle at the time, and the need for more finances to fund essential works.
[bookmark: _Hlk87363320]London, The National Archives, E101 (King's Remembrancer: Accounts Various), E101/478/3
This is a document relating to an agreement for works to be carried out on Nottingham Castle, the mill and stream, dating to the eighth year of King Edward III’s reign – between 25th January 1334 to 24th January 1335[footnoteRef:1]. I viewed this document in person at The National Archives. It is very formally laid out, the best preserved source out of all those listed in this exercise and even contains the remains of a seal, which I found fascinating to have survived this long. [1:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook Of Dates For Students Of English History (London: The Royal Historical Society, 1970), p. 20.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk87363934]London, The National Archives, E101 (King's Remembrancer: Accounts Various), E101/544/36
This document is like the one above, in that it is regarding repairs to Nottingham Castle. It is interesting to note that it was an account by the constable of the castle and written nearly twenty years after the source above. It dates to the 27th and 28th years of Edward III’s reign between 25 January 1353 and 24 January 1355[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Cheney, Handbook Of Dates, p. 21.] 

London, The National Archives, SC6 (Special Collections: Ministers' and Receivers' Accounts), SC 6/954/9
This document dates from between the 6th and 10th years of Edward III, between 25th January 1332 and 24th January 1337. It concerns Nottingham Castle and mills. This is the only special collection archival source I viewed in person, as the others were available online. This source is quite significant in that it is the only Nottingham Castle document I could find which is of the Ministers’ and Receivers’ Accounts. Although the document is in a state of disrepair, some of the text is visible and it would be interesting to figure out a translation.
London, The National Archives, SC 8 (Special Collections: Ancient Petitions), SC 8/129/6445
This is a petition from the burgesses and common people of Nottingham, addressed to the King. This is interesting as the petition is a request from the people to have a warden appointed locally. The lords of parliament agree to the request if the King approves. It is dated 1377. I had never before realised the common people could petition such things and therefore I find this source particularly interesting, and I would like to further research into cases where the people have petitioned the King themselves.
London, The National Archives, SC 8 (Special Collections: Ancient Petitions), SC 8/165/8222
This is another petition, this time by Richard de Grey requesting to be pardoned after Hugh de Audley, a prisoner, escaped Nottingham Castle, dated 1327. The council approved the pardon. This again is a fascinating document as it seems like an intriguing story. There is little context to the reason the prisoner was held or how he escaped, and I would love to research further into this. This document also shows the use of a prison in the castle at the time it was written.
London, The National Archives, SC 8 (Special Collections: Ancient Petitions), SC 8/195/9740
This is a petition by Walter Giffard, Archbishop of York, to the King, requesting an allowance for when he was the keeper of Nottingham Castle. There had been a previous agreement made for the allowance, but the Exchequer required the King to give special permission for this to be approved. This is dated between 1274 and 1279. It is interesting to note that an archbishop was designated keeper of the castle at one point in its history, proving that Nottingham Castle was of importance.
London, The National Archives, SC 8 (Special Collections: Ancient Petitions), SC 8/202/10098
This document is available online and gives a description of the source, allowing further understanding without translation. It is a petition by William de Eland, the Constable of Nottingham Castle requesting provisions and warrants. Specifically, and interestingly, it mentions that the Castle hall is close to collapse, giving detail of issues and ways to remedy them. It also details several people who were present at the castle at the time. It is dated to between 1335 and 1336 and is in French.
In conclusion, I found some great archival sources from The National Archives, visiting and viewing some in person, and others online. I realised what a huge resource this is, especially where medieval documents are concerned. Being able to physically handle and see the documents made it far more real than simply viewing online. However due to the language of the time, both Latin and French, the reading of the documents was particularly difficult to get any firm information, especially as the writing has faded. The online sources therefore had an advantage by already being partly translated and enhanced for modern day readers.
The sources above helped me gain a better understanding of life in Nottingham Castle, including the condition of the castle through the years and how important it was to be maintained, with various officials involved. The archival material regarding the people petitioning government for a warden to be appointed locally rather than being an outsider was particularly insightful, showing the people truly cared about Nottingham Castle and how it was run. I also found the source about a prisoner of Nottingham Castle escaping fascinating and am excited to try and research this further.
The archival services currently available are excellent, however from this exercise I have found a greater benefit in online sources, and it provides far better accessibility across the world than there has ever been. I can see more archival sources moving online, with translations and better descriptions, saving time and money for all those involved in research. In the future, a document may only need to be translated and digitised once, for the whole world to have access to. I now see why the editions of Domesday Book are so interesting as you can see the progress over the years in trying to make archival sources more accessible.
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