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	Target
	What I have done in this assignment….

	Target 1
	To continue engaging with literature but start to analyse and synthesise you're reading to support your main points.
	In this assignment I have read and synthesised my findings to get the specific information I need to support my strong main points within my writing.

	Target 2
	To link the components of your writing so that your descriptive research comments become analytical and link directly to the practical examples you are giving.
	Within the following assignment I have made my main comments to link directly with the examples, e.g. examples of direct teaching and what the writer has suggested to improve the practice.



             Leading the learning; what, how and why am I teaching?
Consider the three pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle.

Pedagogical Principles-
1. ‘Good teaching and learning that includes engaging a range of approaches including direct teaching.’
2. ‘Good teaching and learning that sets tasks and selects resources that builds previous knowledge and experience to engage interest.’
3. ‘Good teaching and learning that ranges through Areas of Learning together with Experience.’

Title: Reflective Portfolio

In October 2015, Graham Donaldson’s Independent review based on the Assessment Arrangements in Wales, ‘Successful Futures’ was published. The 21st new curriculum was moulded by the national and the international thoughts and opinions of what should be newly introduced into our schools. His report states that the new focus for the new curriculum, explains how learning should be more to do with what the children’s experiences are, and how it allows teachers the chance to be more flexible in how they teach that best suits their pupils. Successful Futures was first looked at by Donaldson in the middle of March and December in 2014. During this time, both he and his team visited approximately 60 schools; these being nursery schools, primary schools, secondary schools, and special schools. In doing so, Donaldson was made aware by pupils that the curriculum they were being taught was out of date and they were not learning about fun and interesting topics (Anon).  

In this assignment the writer will be discussing the new curriculum for Wales and what it contains, for example, there are six areas of learning within the schools in Wales. These being, Expressive Arts; Humanities; Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology, Health, and Well-being; and Languages, Literacy and Communication (Anon, 2024). This is the new framework that aims to provide extra guidance for workers in the education system. In doing so, this gives a clearer path for the staff’s teaching methods, which then provides learners the opportunity to develop their knowledge towards the four purposes. These four purposes aim to enable every young child or young individuals’ to be successful and ambitious learners in the classroom, as well as being confident individuals, responsible citizens, and healthy and effective contributors to society (Anon). The above curriculum is the result of the Education Reform Act of 1988, before this law there were no mandatory course orders for students who were under 14 years old (Jones, and Roderick, 2018). Prior to when the national curriculum was established, the educators in schools would determine what they would teach in their lessons and how they would get these subjects across to learners. The teachers’ decisions on what and how they would teach was purely determined by textbooks, or exam syllabuses during this time (Anon, 2023). 

In this text I aim to talk through the three pedagogic principles in foundation learning, the first one being ‘good teaching and learning that includes engaging a range of approaches including direct teaching (P1),’ the second principle; ‘good teaching and learning that sets tasks and selects resources that builds previous knowledge and experience to engage interest (P2).’ Lastly, ‘good teaching and learning that ranges through Areas of Learning together with Experience (P3).’


1st PP-
The first pedagogic principle in foundation learning I will be researching and discussing is how teachers engage their pupils in their lessons, including direct teaching. Direct teaching is defined as the use of explicit instructions to teach any skill to the students, this includes a teacher-directed approach, where children are given instructions or information from the More Knowledgeable other (MKO) who is often stood at the front of the class (Anon). In relation to my assignment my focus is Foundation Learning, and how this principle is used in foundation learning classes. It can be said that pupils who are aged between 3 and 8 years old need a stable and fulfilling education for them to thrive and reach their full potential, therefore this suggests that for pupils to learn and thrive they need techniques that are successful in engaging students. For example, a technique that can be used in the classroom could include, connecting planned lessons and their learning to real life scenarios and situations. In doing so, it increases students’ involvement and their engagement because of seeing how their lessons link to the outside world (Cronin, 2022). This could be incorporated into a maths lesson within a foundation class, as they could do a small lesson on fruits which links to health and well-being, as well as this you could bring maths into it by learning how much each item costs whilst learning the concept of money. To make this lesson a bit more interesting a school trip could be arranged to go to the local supermarket, this gives the children the chance to see the products in real life and the opportunity to be able to purchase an item. Although, this would benefit students massively as it gives them the opportunity to experience and use these skills in a real-life situation, it does also have its negatives. These being that they can be expensive especially if they need to take transport into consideration if the shop isn’t in walking distance. A second negative of school trips is that they can also be tricky to organise which leads to it could being quite time consuming (Bouchrika, 2024).

A second approach that could be used by teachers that can increase engagement and incudes direct teaching is the use of inviting visitors and bringing them into school. Teachers could include this in certain topics that are being taught, for example, when teaching science lesson, a teacher could arrange for a visitor to come in on a Friday afternoon to put on a science show. As a result, it stimulates curiosity in the children, leading them to want to learn. It also means that they can learn through their observation skills which can also help develop that specific skill, together with enhanced academic success (Demir, 2019). Although overall this approach is a good thing it does come with negatives. For example, safeguarding needs to be considered massively when inviting visitors into the school grounds as a schools’ main priority is keeping the pupils safe, as they are vulnerable individuals. As a result of this it can be quite time consuming and challenging when having to view all the documents provided for each visitor (Anon). A second disadvantage could be to do with the schools funding, for example, the National Association of Head Teachers (NAHT) Cymru, has said that the schools’ funding issues have had major effects on schools across Wales because of from reductions within the UK funding to Wales from the government. Statistics show that in 2020 schools in the UK spent 4.3% of the national income within education and the shares in the UK has fallen to 4%. As a suggestion from the writer of this assignment teachers could create fun and engaging activities that can be taken place on the school grounds, for little to no cost. For example, a small treasure/scavenger hunt that can be arranged for outside learning where they must find different insects. In doing so children will be using their cognitive skills as well as communication and team working skills if this is done in small groups. A second activity that could be used in a foundation classroom could be a Touch and Feel Box, this consists of a cardboard box and different key items, that could be related to topics they have learnt previously. An example of this could be fruits and vegetables that they have been learning about during the harvest etc. This is a fun and engaging way for the children to use their prior knowledge as well as their senses to think about what could be in the box, as a result this gives the teacher a clear indication on whether her teaching methods are affective and if the children understand the topic learnt (Anon, 2023).

Second PP-
The second pedagogical principle I will be discussing is “good teaching and learning that sets tasks and selects resources that builds previous knowledge and experience to engage interest.” Prior knowledge holds an important role in how foundation learners learn, providing the learners with key facts that get stored in their long-term memory, which increases the likelihood of more complex ideas being learnt and remembered (Teaching, 2022). Long term memory can withhold information for long periods of time, in doing so this helps pupils in foundation learning to develop the ability to learn and withhold key information from what they have experienced once before. When teaching foundation learners to activate their prior knowledge a range of photos could be shown to the class, for their brains to be stimulated and the link can be made from the picture to their prior knowledge stored based on that subject. For example, if they were taken on a trip to St Fagan’s then showing them pictures of activities, they took part in there would be remembered. Even though trips are viewed as an overall advantage for children’s engagement as well as the engagement of their prior knowledge, it can be said that a limitation is funding. As living prices are continuously rising parents may not be able to pay the fee for their child to attend the trip, this also doesn’t take into consideration parents who have more than one child in the school. As a result, teachers need to take into consideration those who cannot attend the trip and find a solution, an idea could be a virtual tour. In doing so, all the children would be able to be involved in this experience within the classroom and it also means that not only the school, but parents save money. 

On top of this as virtual tours can be viewed as something fun and exciting by students in foundation year groups it can increase engagement increasing the amount of key information stored. It is also time saving as trips are usually quite stressful for teachers to plan and requires a lot of preparation and co-ordination (Anon). An example of where virtual tours has been used, is during the writer’s placement days the nursery class teacher displayed on the board the Folly Farm webcams they have on their website. As we are at the start of spring it was the perfect time to see the chick webcam and to show the children, it gave us the opportunity to see the chicks in their eggs, which then allowed us to teach the children the basics of how the chicks grow in their eggs and how they later on hatch. 

The theorist Jean Piaget states that our knowledge is constructed through the remodelling of our schemas, this is done by adding new information to each of our existing schemas, which is also known as ‘assimilation.’ Another theorist from further reading Simon, 1973 simply reads that we aren’t subject experts because we are better at certain things than other but it’s to do with the wide amounts of knowledge that everyone has that is already stored in our long-term memory. It has also been voiced by Recht and Leslie, 1983 that new information that is introduced to foundation learners is unchallenging to understand and remember if it can be shown with links to information that we already know (Cline, 2022).

In relation to teaching this can be set out into three steps; the first being connecting new information to what students have learnt already, the second is building their understanding on theoretical ideas with the use of examples, and lastly assessing the level of understanding in the leaners schemas by using multiple choice images (Cline, 2022). In relation, to this Jerome Bruner simply stated that education is seen as being modelling learners who have learnt how to learn. Within his research he focused on each child and their cognitive development, included in this are his three ‘modes of representation’ these being Enactive representation, Iconic representation, and Symbolic representation. Regarding this piece of writing the Iconic and Symbolic mode of representation is the age that we are focused on in this piece of writing, for example within the Iconic step (1 to 6 years old). During this age children should aim to store a mental picture of a certain topic etc, hence when learning a new topic/ subject within the foundation year groups it can be extremely helpful to display a range of pictures and diagrams that can possible help support their verbal answers. As well as the symbolic step that aims at the age 7 years old and above, this is the age where information is stored using different symbol and codes. An example of this could be an animal such as a ‘dog’ is represented as a certain group of animals (Williams, 2016).

3rd PP-
To finish the pedagogical principles within this assignment I will be discussing ‘good teaching and learning that ranges through Areas of Learning together with experience.’ The Cross Curricular principle and learning is what helps children when being taught how to learn. In doing so children are encouraged to think for themselves, as well as enabling them to make their own links, increasing their curiosity and their want to learn (Anon). Within the Humanities AoLE there are five principles; these being to increase the depth and breadth of children’s knowledge, to snowball the understanding of different idea and the disciplines within all the Areas, increasing the effectiveness as being the learner, to make connections and using previous learning across different subjects as well as, growing sophistication with the use of the application of skills (GOV, 2020). It is said that the cross-curricular approach to learning and teaching gives the chance for all learners to be taught all together, as a result the distance between each learner’s abilities is narrowed together with the opportunities that are said to be hugely beneficial to the students in their learning. As we go through life grouping our own skills and capabilities without debarment, cross-curricular learning is what gives learners the path to practice and reflect these life skills (Kerry, p.106 c.7). 

The Cross-curricular approach is now within schools in Wales as it provides a more creative way to grow each child’s knowledge, their skills, together with their understanding whilst increasing the motivation for them to learn through the stimulation of interconnected topics (Association, 2023). This approach has said to be successful as by intertwining academic subjects, pupils are then able to relate the subject to something they relate to in a real-life setting. For example, maybe a hobby, such as football or gymnastics that students participate in in their own time could be brought into Physical Education, increasing the engagement and the want to learn. In relation to the first benefit, a second is that it allows the pupils to think of ideas creatively and helps them make connections to their own personal experiences, and previous lessons (Chiangpradit, 2022). However, some potential drawbacks of cross-curricular learning may include the fact that the staff (teachers) are expected to teach outside of their prior knowledge based on those subjects, which could lead to staff’s stress levels to be increased. A second, is that funding in schools is extremely short meaning that it isn’t possible for the school to cater for all the cross-curricular lessons and activities that need to be planned (Anon). However, there are many activities that can be planned by teachers that does not cost yet they are extremely beneficial and easy. For example, teachers could do lessons that include castles, this way humanities, maths and numeracy and English Language will be apparent within that lesson. This could be presented by pictures or even by virtual tours, this is an effective method as it is cost friendly. Not only does this benefit the school but it also relives pressure off the parents, this way every child is able to feel included and get the same experience as everyone else. 

To conclude, within my research and essay I have demonstrated and focused on the importance of the pedagogical principles within the teaching and learning environment. In doing so, I have gained a wider understanding of how to use these principles in an effective manner when on placement and as a teacher. For example, in my first pedagogical principle I have taken on board the fact that I will need to include a range of teaching methods. These being arranging for visitors to come into school, different fun, and engaging tasks such as tuft trays and small group work, as well as small trips and kinaesthetic learning and teaching. By doing a range of activities and teaching it caters for all children’s different learning needs which is why I will be taking this into my teaching and ensuring that everyone is happy and catered for during their learning whilst in my class. Another key skill I will be taking with me further into my career is realising that children may not understand instructions and words that mots children are aware of, for the pupils to get the learning they deserve I will make sure that I explain and set out different tasks that help expand their knowledge based on the current topic. On top of this I will be intending on using, is including as many different cross curricular lessons during my lesson planning sessions. In doing so I will be broadening the children’s knowledge whilst including several different Areas of Learning and Experience (AoLes) in each lesson plan, increasing the effectiveness of my teaching together with their learning. 
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