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      I came to UK in 2020 carrying my biggest dream to become a teacher one day. I always wonted to work with little children with special needs , that’s make me feel more useful then working in regular class . I went to a few interviews but unfortunately I couldn’t get the job due to language barrier. I was disappointed but determent that I will build my English level enough to be able to get to where I want to be . Luckily after 2 years and a lot of commitment on my side I was reached the level I need to get the job I want . Fast forward to the last year when I was offered a position In nearby school like a teacher assistant , working with a little boy with special needs. I was thinking I know what I’m doing but it’s turned out that I couldn’t imagine how challenging it will be . One my first day the headmaster briefly explain the situation and told me to focus on socialization . Based on her that was the biggest problem with that boy. He couldn’t stand been around many children , to have physical contact and also get very nauseous when the children around him are loud . It turned out that the situation is a lot more complicated and we have a lot more to focus than simply socialization . I’ve asked to see his medical description and start planning my day-to-day tasks with him. 
    7-year-old M.A. was diagnosed with Autism and mild mental retardation. Despite the diagnosis, there are areas in which he does much better than other children. He has trouble keeping his attention and has trouble with fine motor skills.
I didn’t have any experience at the time and that made me very stressed .I needed a help and guidance to find out how I can be helpful for that boy. Lucky enough I had I lovely colleagues going true all expectations that I need to cover and guidance how to manage my day-to-day tasks with him.
We start working on his patience and retention of attention wich was one of the biggest issue at the time. M.A is restless and impatient, he could run in a circle for sometimes a hour without stopping . He works quickly on tasks and inaccurately occupations . In situations, he often fails to sit for more than 5 minutes which was very challenging for me,and there  are more frequent changes of activities is needed for him. I alternate a static task with subsequent physical play, exercise, etc.  the rest of the children was questioning  why  M.A has more games and more attention then them , and expressed disagreement . I needed to make sure answering each of them and explain that we all need to be more supportive and understanding  and how much that will help M.A. It was very important for the rest of the class understand what makes M.A special and how important for his well-being is to be accept and include in every suitable for him activity. The class try to include him more in their games as much as he lets them, because he doesn't like physical contact and gets easily distracted . M.A likes puzzles and anything related to hands-on activities - modeling, folding, appliqué. If he wishes, he can spend at least an hour in such activities. Emphasis is placed on these activities in order to perform other situations and perform tasks. He was a blond chubby boy with big blue eyes and big smile . He was obsessed with dinosaurs and make me sit and listen to him for sometimes a hour .  In the first few weeks he didn’t show any signs of recognising that I’m next  to him or talking to him , we can’t even mention for him to come close to me . With the time I guess he start feeling comfortable around me and start seeking my attention he even start  asking for  cuddles.

       I felt very attached to that boy and after 2 months struggling to find the best way to connect with him and help him to improve himself ,I was surprised to see positive changes in his behavior and his focus .That experience was positive not only for him , but for me too. I became a lot more understanding , patient and also learnt so much about all different types of disabilities , also many tips managing and helping people with special needs. I felt most effective after few months working with him when his parents asked me to meet .They expressed gratitude for our achievements like focusing ,an eye to eye contact and doing different tasks .Now  he was able to write his name down and also go to the bathroom when he needed. Going to the bathroom was big challenge.  I was trying many ways to make him at least tell me when he need to go , but nothing seems to work by this point .It was very uncomfortable for me to have to change him sometimes more than 3 times a day and  very unpleasant when he did his “big job’’ in his pants. I knew I need to find the way to stop this. I wasn’t prepared for that and didn’t have idea that will be one of my responsibilities when I start on first place . I was constantly asking if he needed  to go ,trying to make him by offering a different treats  , but nothing seems to work. One day he relieve himself on his pants like usually and I didn’t change him straight away like I use to  . After 5 min he came to me pulling his pants off. I miraculously manage to grabbed his full attention and explained with simple words that he need to tell me when he need to go to the bathroom, otherwise next time I will leave him feeling uncomfortable in his wet pants. It was cruel to say and I never think to keep my word on that, but it seems to work. From that day he starts doing his business in the bathroom.

          I’m very pleased with my and M.A achievements .Even without experience I found the right way to work with him. I’ve made many researches, spoke with many people with experience and that left me a lot more educated on that subject. I feel comfortable ,happy and capable of doing  my job in the best ways for this children with any sorts of disabilities . I will continue with my researches because is always something new you can learn and hopefully  I will achieved my goals a lot more quicker with  the rest of the kids . With all my knowledge and one year behind my back I rich my goal and I was offered a permanent position with better pay , so now I had a choice  if I want to continue in that school , to find different one ,or maybe position or to go on different path.

[bookmark: _GoBack]    Like everything in our life good or bad we get out of situation with new experience, new skills and a bit more prepared for our next chapter . We all been in a situation questioning ourself if we took the right decision, did we react in the best way and could we change the final result. In my experience ,working with a child with special needs I was left only with positivity . It was very challenging, stressful and completely new for me but left me with different perspective and satisfaction .By the end of the school year I decided I don’t want to continue working with kids . After one year spend with M.A and so many goals we reach together his parents decided they will move away and M.A will be placed in special school for children with special needs. I was sad that I won’t be abele to continue working with that lovely boy . I  believed we had a great bond based not only on me but my colleagues and his parents as well . I was very attached to him and also sad that I won’t be able to see his new achievements . I decide it is time for me to start something new , to learn new things and try to build something by myself . And here I am , working on that , building my knowledge , doing my homework and hope that I will be able to use all that help and information my  University  is ready to provide , for me to get my confidence and skills to build my  business one day.
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