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Theorists have helped alongside other factors in shaping and developing education across the world and help children be prepared and shaped for the modern day. Many theorists work alongside each other or help develop other theories topics and portray their research in a way we can use them throughout education. During this essay I will be comparing and evaluating three theorists John Dewey, Lev Vygotsky and Burrhus Skinner while linking them to my school practice and my school's policy.
Throughout our school we use a lot of different theorists' ideas and research throughout and we have embedded these as well as the new curriculum which has been written by Graham Donaldson which is based on successful futures and making the next generation of pupils become resilient independent learners. This links and works well alongside the educational theorist John Dewey, where he believes that pupils should be given the opportunity to discover for themselves and become active independent learners. We have applied this to our school setting by making VIP learning zones (Very Independent Pupils) where they carry out challenges based on their topics independently while collecting evidence in their book when they are doing them. We also help promote this by our pupil voice groups where students get the chance to join a group like school council etc. They then can offer ideas into how we can make things better for them and what they need to help them do this. John Dewey also believes that children and teachers should be given equal importance in the learning environment. “Children were better served if they took an active part in the process of their own learning” (John Dewey August 2019) we also apply this in our school by allowing the pupils to choose and vote on the topics they want to learn about this then helps engage the children in their work and helps them to want to come to school and learn. This also links to the child centered approach where children are at the center of all learning and choices through their school years. John Dewey also feels that pupils learn more when they engage with the learning environment, this links well with the theorist Lev Vygotsky and Jean Piaget where they believe learning is a developmental process. Lev Vygotsky uses the developmental process in forest schools where teachers and staff can show progress by introducing more complex tasks and making sure all pupils work at their full potential in their zero of proximal development. We use forest school in our school for the pupils who struggle academically, as they get their chance to progress in other hands on activities and getting pushed to try and reach their full potential in an area that suits them. Lev Vygotsky zone of proximal development is also reflected with in my school environment. Lev Vygotsky states that teachers and members of staff should provide the correct assistance to give them enough of a “boost” for them to be able to complete their tasks’. This works well alongside our visible learning by John Hattie and the Visible learning pit by James Nottingham, the learning pit is where children try to complete a challenge or a higher-level task independently after being given the correct resources and the appropriate assistance from staff members. When children complete these task’s, it helps their self-esteem and confidence in that area of learning. Lev Vygotsky also suggests that children learn best through interacting with peers, teachers and staff members. In my school we try to encourage this as much as possible by using co-operative learning groups across the curriculum where they work with members of their class and the students are responsible for their own learning and helps encourage independence and improves social communication with peers, and working in pairs and groups when making a project on their chosen topics. This all works well in making sure children become successful independent learner’s, but the children need the right attitude and behavior alongside this to be able to be the best they can be. John Dewey and Lev Vygotsky are both similar as they both try and encourage active independent learners and children learn better when they are engaged. They are also similar as they focus on child centered approach and inclusive approach making sure everyone is included no matter who or what is wrong with them and children are at the center of all teachers' ideas when it comes to learning making sure they feel valued and important in the process of their learning. In the learning environment Burrhus Skinner was a behavior theorist from America who is seen as one of the best in his are if expertise, Burrhus Skinner was well known for his work on Operate conditioning, if a child broke a rule or right and it was met with an unpleasant consequence, they are then less likely to repeat the behavior. This is also embedded throughout my school, one of school ethos is to look beyond the behavior because usually there is a reason for It so following Skinners theory and working alongside the UNCRC (united convention on the rights of the child) we have made behavior charters for every year group in the school. These charters state the rights the child has and the responsibility of the child and staff members, then the behavior's such as physical assault and then the consequence for that behavior. As they get older and move from year group to year group the consequence for the behavior's gets more severe this is makes it fair and consistent for everyone the children in the year groups came up with the consequences and voted on them this also shows inclusion with all pupils. We encourage positive behavior throughout our school by using many different techniques and ideas one of these is was skinners idea called token economy this is a system where children earn tokens for positive behavior and work, when they have then reached a certain number of tokens such as three or five they then swap the tokens for prizes  such as extra play or a prize from a prize box or trips such as harry ptotter world cardiff residental. This then encourages children like skinner states to repeat these positive behaviors to receive the positive prizes or rewards.
John Dewey and Lev Vygotsky both works well alongside each other in promoting and encouraging educational setting to promote learning independently, learning to adapt and engage with different learning environments. This is wouldn’t be possible without the students having a positive attitude, mindset and behavior which then works well alongside Skinners theory because it encourages positive behavior for positive rewards. However, Vygotsky work does not supply us with a hypothesis, so we do not know if his theory works as there are no results to back it up and some people and other theorists feel there are more effective ways to encourage what he is trying to portray. Dewey was under controversy years ago because he said that thinking skills can be taught but didn’t show or say how so many people kept asking how and Dewey had no answers even still today, we have not found the evidence or answers to Dewey statement. Dewey was also criticized that his theory allowed the children to much freedom without appropriate guidance from staff in educational settings. Skinners operate condition fails to take into account what the children/pupils have inherited and how their brains work etc. for example it would be a lot more difficult for a disabled child to understand how behavior works and understanding positive behavior means positive rewards than a mainstream child/pupil. Skinner also only carried his theory out on animals and some theorists believe we can't generalize this to children as they have different physiology to animals. When we take elements from different theorists including Dewey, Vygotsky and skinner we can help encourage and develop our children and students to be successful students and be able to carry out day to day activities and tasks independently and engage in different learning environments which will help them become ethically informed citizens and adapt to changes in the modern climate.  
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