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	Title of Dissertation:

What are the claims and practices of financial astrology and how has it developed in the United States and the United Kingdom since the beginning of the twentieth century? 

	

	Aims and Objectives:

The aim of this dissertation is to compare the practice of astrology as it relates to the stock and commodity markets from the beginning of the twentieth century and to understand the objectives and methodology of this branch of astrology. The study will commence with a critical examination of the history of financial astrology going back to ancient times and will then deal in particular with financial literature of the early twentieth century to the present day. The study will also note potential developments and examine how financial astrology is being used in the financial world in consideration of Robert Hand’s contention that if astrology changes it is being used.

Through examining the literature and other evidence an objective will be to study the approaches and practices of prominent practitioners in the period between the beginning of the 20th Century and the present day and the commonality and differences that may exist between them in their approach.



	Abstract
The purpose of this dissertation is to examine the claims and practices of financial astrology .Financial astrology is defined as astrology that relates to the stock and commodity markets and antecedent practice (for example in anticipating the price of agricultural products) prior to the founding of the stock and commodity markets. Early financial astrology is examined and a critical view taken of key literature and practitioners of the period between the beginning of the 20TH century and the current day.
The current prevalence of financial astrology and its contemporary expansion or contraction will be considered. The dissertation will investigate how the literature and practices of financial astrology have fed into current practices in the US and UK and how financial astrology is developing in the current day.



	Methodology

My intention is to rely principally on a number of written primary sources including W D Gann, Christeen Skinner, Bill Meridian, Graham Bates and Bill Weingarten to illustrate the key themes of financial astrology and describe its various practices in different hands as they have developed over time.

A number of current newsletters produced by financial astrologers and aimed at investors and traders will also be examined to understand trends in financial astrology.

I will also be using a questionnaire  aimed at a group of 10-15 practising financial astrologers intended to understand their approach to the subject to supplement the study of the literature mentioned above.

I will also conduct 3-4 semi-structured in –depth interviews  with financial   astrologers as proposed by Marianne Paget who saw that form of interviewing as a ”scientific means of developing systematic knowledge about subjective experience”
 and I will combine the results of my questionnaires and interviews to obtain an overview of the data as suggested by Alan Silverman.
 Again as suggested by Silverman I will subject the data to a small amount of quantitative analysis to identify who amongst those interviewed or who answered the questionnaire held similar views. I will use open-ended questioning methods utilised by Gary Phililpson to obtain information in a non-directed fashion.



	Short Introductory Bibliography: 1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)
The Use of Military Astrology in Late Medieval Italy: The textual evidence  Hand, R (The Catholic University of America 2014))



	Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Money and the Markets Bates, G and Bowles ,C (Mackays , Chatham 1994)
Investing by the Stars Weingarten ,H (Traders Press Inc Greenville SC 2000)
Planetary Economic Forecasting Meridian, B Cycle (Research Publications New
York 2008)
Planetary Stock trading Meridian, B (Cycles Research New York 2002 )
The Financial Universe Skinner ,C (Alpha Press Brighton 2009 )
 How to manage the astrology of Crisis Tyl ,N  (Llewellyn St Paul Minnesota 1993)
Astro – Financial newsletter Skinner ,C (London 2013 )
Crawford Perspectives Newsletter Crawford, A (New York 2005)
Forecasting political and economic  cycles (The Mountain Astrologer April/May 2002)
Pattern Price and Time Gann Theory in Trading Systems  Hyerczyk, J (Wiley and Sons New York 1998)

Foreseeing the Future Evangeline Adams and Astrology in America Christino,C (One Reed Publications 2002)
Astrology in the Year Zero  Phillipson, G (Flare Publications London 2000)

The Complete Idiots guide to Astrology (Alpha Books New York 1997)

True as the Stars Above Spencer ,N (Orion Books London 2000)

Christian Astrology Lilly, W (Astrology Classics 2004 first published Partridge London 1647)

Transpersonal Research Methods for the Social Sciences Braud, W and Anderson, R (Sage Publications ,California 1998)

Paget, M cited in Bryman , A Quantity and Quality in Social Research (London: Routledge 1988)

Silverman, D Interpreting Qualitative Data ;Methods for analysing Talk, Text and Interpretation ( London Sage 2001)



	Time Schedule:

An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 

January 31st 2014 to September 1st 2015


	Proposed Supervisor:

Bernadette Brady
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