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Learning in the Digital Era (ADPA4001/C)
300-word essay on key skills for study and employment

Written summary 


I am going to be writing about the essential technical skills for study and employment in the creative industries, and the key technical skills that will support my future professional work or employment. 

One of the key technical skills that I will need to become a professional dancer in the creative industry is strength, and it is critical that you have strength because you use it all the time even when you may not think that you’re using it, whether that’s in your legs and arms. This creates support so that you can hold your weight and balance so that you can move and hold yourself without falling our wabbling. 

One of the main skills that you will need if you want to be in the creative industry, is teamwork. This is a main skill because you will need to work with a group of people. Whether you’re performing on your own or in a group, and even if you are preforming a solo act, you’ll still need hair and makeup, a back stage crew, a director and etc. You will still need to work with a group of people no matter what u do, and you will need to be able to work well with them otherwise there’s a possibility of giving yourself a bad name/reputation and then others may not want to work with you.

The last skill I am going to talk about is time management. time management plays a big role in this industry because you need to be on time to work as well as be on time in the dances and know when each the different times that you have to portray the moves in the choreography. As well as what time everyone else has to move and where they are standing as well as yourself.
Conclusion 
To conclude this essay, I know that there are so many more skills that you will need to have for the creative industry, I have only named a few that are relevant specifically for the dance industry like (balance, teamwork, strength, and time management). I think that there are so many important skills you need to have to be in the creative industry. All of these skills that I have talked about will help support me in getting a job in the future, when I start getting professional jobs in the creative industry. you need all of these essential skills to be a successful dancer/performer.

Similarity checker  
9 percent not including bibliography. 
WWW – What I think I done well was I read information about it, found recourses and good information then. I wrote everything from myself and didn’t copy but used the info I found and my own common knowledge to wright about the skills that we need.
EBI – What I think that I need to improve on is making my work make more sense because sometimes when I am typing my sentences, I tend to not make sense, and I type down everything that I am saying in my head and sometimes I can ramble which is what I do not need to do. 













Task 2 - 800-word Essay

Reflection 

I am writing this essay about one of my tap classes in university and I will be reflecting my thoughts and opinions. As well as something I did well, something I need to work on, my contribution to the class.

I started tap two years before I started university and have been doing it or three years. So, I knew all the basics like, how to position your body and to always keep your knees bent. I got up to doing some grade 5 tap steps, whereas there were some people in when I first started that have never done it before (change this sentence), so it was all new to them. For the first few lessons of tap we relearnt the basics which I was happy with because I got the chance to go over them and make sure that I hadn’t been forgetting anything extremely important. Even though I’ve got a lot of experience there are still many things in tap that I have difficulty with that some of my peers in university were able to pick it up quickly. I said to a lot of them that if they ever need any help with tap vocabulary or steps that I would help them any time.

I am reflecting on the last tap class that I had before breaking up for Christmas. In this class we learnt a big tap combination which is called the shim sham. The shim sham is a tap dance that was choreographed by Leonard Reed and Willie Bryant. This is something that I had never heard of in tap, so I was excited to learn something new that would hopefully be challenging. We broke the combination into different steps, and these are called the Double Shuffle, The break, The Cross Over. Tack Annie and Falling Off a Log. The shim sham is now one of my favourite tap combinations that I have learnt.

My thoughts and opinions of how this class went are that I loved learning the shim sham, and that although I found some of the steps easy there where ones that I found difficult to get right straight away. The Break was one thing that challenged me because I always forgot when it came in especially the second time, we would do it because we had to leave it out and then that’s when I would do it when I wasn’t supposed to. The next challenging thing was Tack Annie I found this difficult because I have weak ankles, I couldn’t get it to as fast as it was supposed to be. Instead of doing a fast shuffle then a step because it wasn’t just me that was finding it hard, it got changed to just two taps and then repeated for as many times it needed to be. 

Something I think that I did well in my tap class was, that even though I have never heard of the combination falling off a log before. When my teacher taught it to us, I found it challenging but I got it straight away with in my first few tries and at the end of the class it was my favourite move to do. Even though tap is one of my favourite styles of dance because I enjoy it so much sometimes it easier to learn things that you enjoy and want to do it, because if you practice tap too much it will lose the enjoyment factor.

One thing that I think that I can work on after this class is timings, and this could be for what comes next in the routine or the counts for a certain tap step or even what number the tap step start on. Some tap steps start of the number 8 and in tap there are also (and) and (and a). for example: 1 and 2 and 3 and 4, 5 and a 6 and a 7, 8. This is a rhythm that I just made up to explain but there is a huge range of rhythms that are used. So, I personally think that this is something that I can work on for now and keep working on because timings for things always change with styles, rhythms, and tempos. 

To reflect on my contribution to the class I think that I am very helpful because of the experience and like to help people if they’re stuck and can’t quite grasp what we are learning at the time. I am also willing to give ideas about things when we are asked. I also have a very strong work ethic in every class not just one or another.

To conclude this essay, I think that I am a strong tap dancer and I enjoy it which is why I try hard and like to get things right, but also that even though I have some experience and do well. I will always have things that I still need to work on as well and learn new things.

































Task 2 - 800-word Essay 

Review 

I am going to be writing a review about a Christmas pantomime that I went to see in the Swansea Grand Theatre. 

The show I went to see was Cinderella and staring in it was AJ and Curtis Pritchard and Stefan Pejic. As well as Kev John and Matt Edwards that are in the panto every year. The Associate Producer is Laura Taylor, the writer is Will Brenton, and the Director of the show is James Robert Moore.

Cinderella is a story about a girl whose father passed away, so she is forced to live with her stepmother and two stepsisters which aren’t very nice to her and make her do everything. There’s a prince that throws a ball that she gets invited to and a fairy godmother comes along to help her, and she turns her torn up dress into a stunning ballgown, turns mice into horses and a pumpkin into a carriage and magically turned her shoes into a pair of glass slippers. She gets told that she must leave before the clock strikes 12. She meets the prince. They get along and fall in love with each other. Its 12 o’clock and she must leave but as she leaves in a hurry, she leaves her show behind. Now the prince is on the hunt to find her, and he does in the end and they live happily ever after.

As you walk into the theatre to take your seats it looks so magical and its full of blue spotlights. Then there’s a giant white slipper in the middle of the stage and the word Cinderella is white on the centre back drop with clouds and sparkles. Also, around the back drops there’s arches that are shaped like the castle towers with gold accents. The style of the show is Brecht because they all break the fourth wall.

I was sat in the stalls which meant that I was able to see the whole stage. What surprised me about the set was that all the big onstage props like the slipper, table chairs and the kitchen and a huge pumpkin were all on a track with wheels and the back drops on both ends of the middle part rose and then the props came from behind them and went back I thought that was extremely clever and well thought out. 

The things that stood out to me during the performance were that all the costumes in the show were bright, bold, colourful, big, and very eye catching during the entirety of the performance. At the end of the show was where all my favourite costumes where because it was the finale and everyone was in matching costumes, they were pink, blue and gold, and the ones that stood out to me the most were the dames costume because he had just had pink and gold, as well as Cinderella she had all three colours and then also the prince he also had all three colours but the these three stood out to be the most because they were the biggest, boldest and the ones with the most gold on them. 

 As well as the dances, they were sharp, clean, and elegant, this was because it was very Latin inspired due to Curtis and AJ Pritchard being famous Latin dancers. At the end of the show everyone was in the finale dancing but right at the end Curtis and AJ done two small solo dances where they really showed their Latin dance experience.

Matt Edwards who played Buttons and Kev John who played the Dame, I feel like are always the once’s that bring the atmosphere up because they are in it every year as I’ve mentioned, but I feel like they’re in it every year because of how good they are at performing and how natural they are, even if they mess up they know exactly how to make everyone laugh and really enjoy the show. I watch this performance every year at Christmas, and I have always been inspired by these two actors and its mainly the reason I come back to watch it because I enjoy watching them so much, to the point where I wanted to be in the show with them and I’m planning on doing it once I have finished my degree. 

To conclude my review, I think that it was one of the most high-tech performances that I have seen because they used a lot of screens to show the events that were happening at the time for example when Cinderella was going to the ball it was her going off in the carriage but it was on the screen/ the back drop instead of her being on stage. I had an amazing experience by going to see the show and would go and see another one next year.
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