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Introduction
Here is a review of the film: ‘Why we fight’ (1943)[footnoteRef:1]. It is the fourth film in a series of seven made for the American people, and was released in 1943, produced and directed by Frank Capra and Anatole Litvak. Frank Capra is famous for the film ‘It’s a wonderful Life’ (1946) and was a World War one veteran who signed up to fight again in 1941 following Pearl Harbour[footnoteRef:2]. Litvak was a Ukrainian Jew who moved to Germany, but left for France due to Hitler’s popularity, and ultimately to the film industry in America in 1937[footnoteRef:3]. The film is produced by the American War Department, as stated in the credits at the beginning, further explaining that it was produced for the Army to acquaint them with the reasons for joining the war. The film has a soundtrack of music running through it and ends with Britain’s National Anthem. The film starts at the beginning of what was to become known as the Battle of Britain, through to Christmas 1940. It concludes on a warm note, giving the viewer a feeling that God will persevere.  [1:  Why we fight The Battle of Britain, dir. By Frank Capra and Anton Litvak (The War Department, 1943).  <https://youtu.be/cSZnFo7JORo>  [accessed 18 January 2022]]  [2:  Jeffrey Resner, ‘The War Years’ Directors Guild of America, (Winter 2011) <https://www.dga.org/Craft/DGAQ/All-Articles/1004-Winter-2010-11/Features-The-War-Years.aspx>  [accessed 31 January 2022]]  [3:  <https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0514822/bio?ref_=nm_ov_bio_sm> [Accessed 3 February 2022]] 

Summary 
Film number four focuses on the Battle of Britain, the people of Britain, and their bravery and stoicism against the might of the German army. The majority of the film focuses on the British and their trials, but has some interesting footage of the Germans and of Hitler and Goering. This film was made to encourage the Americans to join the British and their other allies. The American government began sending their countrymen to join the fight overseas and ally with Britain following the assault on Pearl Harbour in December 1941. 
Analysis  
The film starts with Hitler’s three phase invasion plan, the German flag dramatically extending across the map of Europe until Britain is swallowed up. The Narrator tells us that Britain’s fighting men are in a poor state following the fall of Dunkirk, the background music is Germanic in style. The film then moves on to a more positive note as the music changes. The RAF, who are soon in the air- “our brave men”- though outnumbered by “6 or 8 or 10” shout “tally ho” as they down 182 planes. Spitfires out-manoeuvre the Messerschmidt’s and many fall from the skies. The film continues in the same vein to show how America is needed to fight the Nazi threat; there is film of Coventry bombed and extensively damaged on November 14th, with footage of people digging out their loved ones to rebury in a common grave. The climax of the film is Christmas 1940, with a candlelight service of choirboys singing ‘O Come all ye faithful’. It concludes with the massive fires of London, the now famous picture of St Pauls in the smoke, and Churchill surrounded by crowds celebrating being alive. The American narrator says, “throughout this time, 40,000 men, women and children were killed but not one single Nazi soldier set foot on British soil”. This is followed by Churchills words – “Never in the field of human conflict, was so much owed by so many to so few”. A rousing chorus of “There’ll always be an England” sung by RAF men rings out, followed by a picture of the King smiling, and a salute by Churchill, ending with a final message from G C Marshall, Chief of Staff in America: “Victory of the democracies can only be complete with the utter defeat of the war machines of Germany and Japan”. The film finishes with the National Anthem.
My opinion 
The film uses footage from the time of ordinary people, to gain the sympathy of the American nation, who had mixed views on whether the fight was theirs. It is uplifting to see the British wartime spirit exuding from the screen, even when people are picking their way through the rubble that was their homes. The statistics of deaths and destruction shown are today quite staggering in number, but at that time had become an everyday occurrence. We hear of the heroism of the ordinary person in the street, people like us watching the film eighty years on. But also, the American audience who were watching this 52-minute film in the cinema far away from the German army, the impact of Pearl Harbour still fresh in their minds. This is very reminiscent of all those Hollywood films made during the war and reminded me of ‘Mrs Miniver’[footnoteRef:4]. Though this was an American made film, it was an idealised story of the English countryside and the effect of the war on one family. There are roses round the country house door, and Greer Garson plays her part beautifully. This was directed by another renowned Hollywood director, a contemporary of Capra. His style of filming and empathetic approach to the details of the stories of the little people are why his films are so beautifully told. [4:  <https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0035093/fullcredits>  [accessed 19 January 2022]
] 

Conclusion 
We have the reality of the brutality of War shown, without the necessity for masses of bloodshed and dead bodies, the audience understands without this. After all, going too far with the subject matter might have changed the audience’s opinion to stay away from the War. I found the film both informative and ‘entertaining’ whilst providing its target audience with the facts; but also, film of the ordinary people who need backing to beat the enemy knocking at their door. I feel it met its remit watching it now, eighty years later, and assume that it was successful at the time as the Americans joined the War. Whether it was Hollywood, I would not know. The internet and social media has given us an amazing opportunity to access these films which we now take for granted, recent history is only a ‘click’ away.
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