Students are required to discuss the role of the youth worker within contemporary society, and how this role has changed in recent years.
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Within this essay the author will be discussing the changes that has happened in recent years in youth worker, how it has evolved and the roles it has played in society. 

Referring to Batsleer and Davis (2010) Youth work is hard to define in modern society. One way you can simplify it is; youth work is working with young people from any background and ethnicity, responding to their needs and helping them achieve more then they may have seen possible to do so. Youth work has adapted and evolved from over a hundred and fifty years ago where Local people decided that a club was needed for both girls and boys this came from scouts, guide groups and churches. Batsleer and Davis (2010) states that in the twentieth Century governments also got involved as they saw how beneficial youth work could be in supporting young people especially through the two world wars. They set a direction for youth work through this by setting up a youth work policy through this. Infed Smith (2013) goes into greater detail to say that this is when outreach and detached youth work came into play as there was a need for teenagers in work. This is when the Albemarle report came into action and was seen a peak age for youth work in England and Wales. This was down to aims being set in the youth service and training, therefore the youth service being prioritised and recognised for its importance regarding young people’s wellbeing. The Albemarle Report was prompted for the expansion on youth centres and project work their main focus was on literature and social education in these centres and project work. However, infed smith (2013) goes on to say that during the 1980’s and 1990’s there was a decline of state sponsored youth work, this was down to the pressure on the state to favour more social work, schools and criminal justice. Youth work had to adapt to more alternative ways of doing youth work this leaning more towards detached youth work. 
Infed Smith (2013) talks about how youth work in current practice ranges in differences and disagreements so therefore it is more helpful to look at youth work in a sense of different forms rather then just a single youth work attribute. Infed Smith (2013) then goes on to say that youth work can seen as having many meanings and many different forms of practice all have the same core values at the heart of them which is why they still fall into the youth work category.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Barwick (2006) writes how youth work in the United Kingdom is experiencing difficulties due to policy as the government is taking a more profound role in moulding youth policy thus having an impact on youth work. Policy makers tend to talk about young people as though they are thugs that are more likely to be responsible for crime Jeffs and Smiths (1999) Jeffs and Smiths (1999) further go on to say that there is a view of ‘youth as a problem’ and this is what drve policy makers in their decisions, this having more of a focus on those who fall into the need category. In this there was more a focus on education rather than approaching youth work in a non-formal manner. This is all in the connexions strategy in 2000. There is four key elements to this strategy, three of these four elements where to be provided mostly through outreach approach youth work. It is mainly focused on teenage years instead of the age range of eleven to twenty-five. This strategy made quite a debate in regard to the actual nature of youth work as many felt this strategy was focused on young people who fall into the NEET category instead of the approach of offering youth work to all young people. The Joseph Rowntree Foundation put in an order for an eighteen-month research project to asses how detached and outreached youth work whom working in the Connexions framework where being effective in regard to, reaching young people. In this it was found that outreach and detached youth work needed to be more flexible to be able to do this therefore finding that following the Connexions framework to be a challenge. It goes on the state that the government needs to be clearing about how flexible youth workers and their partners can be and how they can link this with effective street-based work. Spence (2004). Spence (2004) whom was one of the researched involved in Rowntree’s research found in this research that there were three main areas of concern. Spence (2004) states that the policy had disagreement regrading the realities of youth work practice in relationships time and partnership. Thus, driven from the key values of youth work trust, justice and equal equality. Detached and outreached youth work is too short to be able to give all the necessary support and attentiveness that the young people that it encounters might need. This is where centre based youth work that links up with detached and outreached youth work is more effective an example of this in modern society is Drmz youth centre in west wales in Carmarthen.  






