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Research Methods

List of lectures/seminars

	Week

Date
	Lecture Title
	No.
	Seminar title

	1


	Module format 

Learning through experience.  Former  dissertations
	1
	Review dissertation methodologies

	2


	The Nature of Research: Is there a dichotomy between qualitative & quantitative research techniques?


	2
	Research diary (on going)



	3


	Hypotheses testing, reliability and validity


	3
	Choosing a research topic

	4


	Don’t reinvent the wheel: The importance of topic choice


	-
	Originality and topic choice (4 exercises based on Pat Cryer ‘explorer’)

	5


	The review of literature: Setting your work within an academic arena


	4
	

	6


	How to choose a suitable methodology


	5
	Questionnaire design (Blaxter et al discussion)

	7


	Questionnaire and Interview design: In need of careful consideration?


	6
	Interview technique (read extract and formulate/implement interview)

	8


	
	-
	Individual Tutorial

	9


	Is there method in the madness?  Other research methods


	7
	Research reliability and words

	10


	Data analysis/evaluation: The tip of the iceberg


	-
	Individual Tutorial

	11


	It’s more than just reading a book.  Analysis of qualitative data. 


	-
	Individual Tutorial 

	12


	It’s more than just counting.  Analysis of quantitative data


	
	

	13


	The final assault of the summit.  Writing UP!


	
	

	14
	Yahoo I’ve finished! Final considerations before submission


	
	


