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Geoffrey Malaterra Text
This portfolio will look at an extract from the works of Geoffrey Malaterra, and see what it tells us about how the Normans viewed themselves, why it was written, but also what the text fails to mention when talking about this Norman historian.
The extract comes from the Norman Historian Geoffrey Malaterra who was known for his writings on the Normans during their time in Southern Italy. There is an indication that Malaterra may have indeed been Norman due to Davies believing that he had only recently become Apulian.[footnoteRef:1] We also know that Malaterra had come from a less known aristocracy in Normandy.[footnoteRef:2] Emily Albu believes that Malaterra was indeed a monk, who went to the monastery of St Agata which was owned by Count Roger. So, we are seeing here that Malterra was writing for the owner of the monastery, thus the reason why his works would be deemed biased to an extent towards the Normans and their leaders. He also follows a Norman way of writing by making these Norman leaders heroes in a sense.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  R, H, C. Davies, The Normans and their Myth (Thames and Hudson Ltd: London, 1976) Page 88]  [2:  E, Albu, The Normans In Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion, (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2001), Page111 ]  [3:  Ibid] 

We get a sense that Malatarra’s history was written to the Sicilian people as we see ‘those throughout Sicily’.[footnoteRef:4] So, it tells us that this history, was used to tell the Sicilian people who indeed the Normans were, and to educate them on their origins into Southern Italy and indeed Christendom. [4:  Geoffrey Malaterra, The Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother. Trans by G.A.Loud] 

Malaterra’s work attaches itself to a classical interpretation and also hints at intertextuality with his writings with him speaking of ‘ancient philosophers’.[footnoteRef:5] By using this term, it shows  the statement the Normans wanted to instil into the Sicilians and indeed to show that they are a people who have been around for centuries. It is another form of legitimization for the Normans as a people but, also you could see it lend itself to why the Norman historians such as Malaterra’s and William of Apulia attach their works to heroes,[footnoteRef:6] as classical works would attach themselves to stories of heroes like Hercules for example. [5:  Ibid]  [6:  E, Albu, The Normans In Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion, Page 111] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the extract we see why he is writing these deeds as Malaterra wants his work ‘to live on through the memories of their lives’.[footnoteRef:7] This is so that other people can see the magnificent work these two Normans have done, and in a way setting an example to future Normans. Also, it is the sense of creating an identity. However, Malaterra’s history was dedicated to a family,[footnoteRef:8] and this differs from other Norman histories. But it does tell us that Malaterra would have been a close family friend to both Count Roger and Robert, thus giving us possible bias when looking at his history. As well as this , Malaterra has stated he got his information from the Count Roger, so it tells us of the personal relationship the two must have had in writing this history.[footnoteRef:9] Having said this it does, like other Norman histories, tell us how Normans were adapting to the needs of fitting in to this new society. We find in Malaterra’s work that he refers to the Normans as ‘astute people’,[footnoteRef:10]suggesting they were very clever in gaining money and riches from conquests rather than drain their own resources and land. Malaterra also speaks of leaders being generous, and this author knows why, again you cannot shake this fact that the Normans wanted to be accepted into this Christianisation of Europe. However, to call the Normans astute must mean that Malaterra was fairly knowledgeable in how the Normans acted as a people with their manipulation, however, due to him writing this history for a Norman family, this description can be viewed as having a sub textual meaning. In a sense, he understands how Normans are but is willing to write about them in a way which adds an extra layer to his work. [7:  Ibid]  [8: R, H, C. Davies, The Normans and their Myth, Page 90]  [9:  Ibid]  [10:  Geoffrey Malaterra, The Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother.] 

However, this source fails to show the Normans being tainted in a different light, as it is shown  further in this work, that Malaterra refers to the Normans as having qualities of a predator.[footnoteRef:11]Thus referral to a predator is to an extent true, as we look through this work we see the fact that Malaterra actually shows us how cunning the Normans were with him stating that the Normans were fairly clever individuals in that they knew ‘how to flatter’.[footnoteRef:12] This gives us  the sense that they lie, cheat and steal, to gain what they want. Having said this, the extract does not give us this impression initially, as Malaterra does speak highly of his Norman overlords. Although there is further evidence in this work that tells us he saw the Normans as a people who would be disastrous on his land.[footnoteRef:13]This is one thing that does not seem to be shown in his work although as previously mentioned there are foundations to his work. [11:  E, Albu, The Normans In Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion , Page 113 ]  [12:  Geoffrey Malaterra, The Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother]  [13:  E, Albu, The Normans In Their Histories: Propaganda, Myth and Subversion , Page 115] 

To conclude Malaterra’s work is useful to an extent as it does offer an insight into the relationship between the Norman leaders and the people who write about them. It gives us the sense of these Normans wanted to enshrine a legacy built on the classical traditions with Malaterra’s use or hint of intertextuality. As well as this we could argue that Malaterra’s work fall into the eulogistic style of writing as Malaterra is speaking of Count Roger heroically, but the problem with labelling this as a eulogistic piece of text is the fact that Malaterra we think was writing this when Roger was alive. Having said this the full text does show sub textual meaning with slight slander towards the Normans, thus giving us as historians a better understanding in how the Normans were viewed by their writers. Overall the text does offer great insight into the world of the Normans in Sicily, however it does not give us the full picture, as one had to analyse further parts of the text to come up with a valid conclusion that on the surface the Normans were written as these great people, but under the layers a different picture emerged that would need further analysis.
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